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His Majeſties Declaration from Breda, April 14. 1660. 


—- Te do declare a Liberty to tender Conſciences; and that 
no Yan ſhall be diſquieted, 02 called in queſtion fo2 Differences 
of Dpinton in MYatters of Religion, which do not diſturb the 
Peace of the Kingdom 3 And that TUe ſhall be ready to Con: 
ſent to ſuch an Act of JIarliament,as upon mature Deliberation 
ſhall be offered to Us fo? the full granting that Indulgence, 


Houſe of Commons, Jan. 10. 1680, 


Reſolved, That it is the Opinion of this Houſe, That the Pro- 


ſecution of Proteſtant Diſſenters upon the Penal Laws, 1s at this 
time grievous to the Subjed, a weakning the Proteſtant Intereſt, 


an encouragement to Popery, and dangerous to the Peace of the 
Kingdom. 
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THE 


- Confo2miſt's ſecond Plea 


FOR THE 


Nonconformilts. 


WHEREIN 


The Caſe of the A\ſon-Conformiſts is fur- 
ther ſtated; and the Suſpenfion of the 
Penal Laws againſt them, humbly moved 
with all due ſubmuſſion to the Magiſtrate, 


O—_ 


By a Charitable and Compaſſonate Confozmilt : 
( Author of the former PLEA. ) 


—— 


Ced neque Imperiale «ft Lil ertatem dicerdi denegare , neque Sacerdo- 
tale quod ſentiat nc) dicere. S. Ambrof. ad Theodol. Ep. 29. 


—— There hath been left, for any thing I find to the contrary, in all 
well-govern'd Polities, a kird of latitude more or leſs, and power in the: * 
Magiſtrates, even in thoſe Courts that were Stritt:ſſimi Furs, upon fit oc- 
ealion toquality ard mitigate ſomething the Rigor of the Laws by the 
Rules of Equity. Bp Sanderſor*s Sermons, 1 Vol. p. 112. Ad Magiſtratum. 


————— 


The Sccond Edition, coireced by the Autho!.. 


LOND 0 N, Printed by F. D. for Jonathan Relinſor,, at 
the Golden Lion in St. Paul's Church-Yard, 1682. 


—_, —_— _— ” k o o mn ©." — 
"a = . AO er UF: ves IM ns of 00 IP 4 7 WCET Os So a em 


«= 44” Wh Sip ids 2 


"a 


Ae OOO Wien 7... 


To all that are entruſted with the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice, and Conſervation of the Peace, by 
what Title ſoever they are honoured ; 


The Charitable and Compaſltonate Confo:mift, doth moſt 
humbly- preſent theſe Papers. 


Noble and Worſhipful | 

F 0 Cauſe can come before you, wherein you are fo nearly concerned, 

4s you are ſincere Proteſtants, than in this of the Diſſenting. 

Proteſtants, becauſe your Religion is touched and concerned 
in it ; you cannot hurt that in any ſound part of the Pro- 

feſſors of it, tho in a few things diffening from you, but 

every one of you ought ſenſibly to be afftfed with it ; and what 

you do to them will refle& on your ſclves,and your own Religi- 

on, except you account the Life ,and Soul,and Body,of Religion to be nothing without 

Formalities. As you are Gentlemen of noble Birth and Education,and as Perſons of 
Eft ates, and of Hoſpitality,of Wiſdom, Juſtice and Experience.you are moſt obliged 
with all Skjll, Tudgment, Tenderneſs, Mercy and Impartiality to give your ſelves 
true Information, in the ſtate and deſerts of this great Matter; and ſo to proceed 
with them, as ſhewing a Copy of thoſe Charatters of Vertue, impreſſed upon your 
Spirits in your Proceedings with them. As Gentlemen by Birth and Blood, your 
Extradtion derives to you the moſt amiable Qualities, and pureſt Endowments of 
human Nature 3; this ExtraGi of noble Nature lblimard, by ingemuous ( much 


more by pious and chriftian ) Education, muſt needs diſpoſe you to-@ nobler kind 


of Behaviour, and a greater Benignity, than inferiour Perſons of a courſer 
and more mixed Metal, A truely vertuzus Gentleman, comes neare(t to the true 
gracious Chriſtian : but when the true Gentleman is become a true Chriſtian, then 
even Encmies and Offenders, my expe much moe than Humanity from him. 
Tou are not troubled with Parricides, Murdzrers, and Robbers, not with obſtinate 
Heretichg,nor with perjured Perſons, (but ſuch as fear an Oath ) nor traiterous equi- 
vocating Feſuits, when the Nonconformilts are brought before you, but with Men 
of an ingenaous Education,and what they want of a noble Birth, they bave made up 
inthe better ſort of natural Endowments, improved by liberal Edxzcation, advan- 
ced by Grace, and preferre4 to be the Miniſters of God, aud therefore in a ſort 
your Equals, as in other reſpeis your Inferiors, and therefore worthy to be treated 
with a due reſpec. They may expe from you the higheſt Civility, patient bearing, 
the calmeſt Arguing, Courtefie and Gondeſcenſiom, and an extream unwillingneſs to 
ad nigh to a Rigor, Tou ſh1ald ſoner from a Generoſity proper to your Degree, give 
them what they want, than take from them the little which they have , and be as 
much zronbled to ſend them to a Priſon, as to be ſent into one your ſelver, He that 


Can 


The Preface, ENS: 5 | 
can eaſily be ſedert; or«crhel, bath put off Hiimanity,) akd dotÞ. aff with great 
Negligence and Forgetfislneſs, of humait Naturs, oig Chriftian.Religion, and is ſo 
far unfit to aft. If a Man be a Priſoner of War, at the Mercy of a © -r bnpag the 
Gentl-m m conſide:ing what he is bimſelf. atts lik: bimſelf, and wſeth bim as a di- 
ſtreſſed Friend, that was but 2 while before,an often Enemy, \Tbe N, C*s for whom 
T plead, are your own,if you pleaſe to think them ſo,and you may with as much eaſe, 
an4 mnre honour.with leſs tronhle.and more ſafety.and comfort make thens your-own, 
than diſown, and uſe them as tho. they were yaur Enemies. As Miniſters, they ha: e 
choſen a-Calling which the Prince of Darkneſs hates, and perfecutes y they need your 
Countenance and Succor,againſt the Powers of Darkneſs, their buſineſs in thy Weld, 
#s rightly to inform, 20 better and ſave tve Wort, they deſerve youx Aſſuftance and 
Prayers for ſucc-ſr. _. Hd they chafen a ſecular ray of Life, the ah with the 
Same Education and Parts, bave filled and adorned other $exts as Pas the Pyl- 
pit 3. bad they all turned Phyſicians, Kawyers, St :tes men, as me have done, 
or to other Trades and Arts, they might have had a greater Plenty, without diftur- 
bance, Dangers, Loſſes, or Indignities : - But ſhall all theſe Miſeries and Aﬀtiz- 
ans come upon them, © Firſt, Becauſe they cannot change and deſert their Calling ?' 
Next becauſe they cannot be idle of unpr. fitable in it ? Confider,and compare them 
diſhonoured and afflifted, with your honoured ſe'ves : Are you Chriftians ? ſo are 
they 3 are yout Scholars ? ſo are they ; are you Gentlemen? they come not far behind 


» 


you} are you Proteſtant Magiftrates ? they are Proteſtant Miniſters : The difference * 


between you is, you are in Poxer, and they are out of Favour : I will not fo far 
diſhonour you, as to compare yon with thoſe infamous, broken, ravenous, vile ſort 
of Men, that witneſs againſt them. If IT may not be pardoned"thoſt Fpithets, 


T will prove theſe, and more, of many of them. But noble Sire, how much he- 


neath you is it, as Men of Honour, to give Countenance to ſuch, as are 
not fit to come within your Doors, except to receive Fuſtice fr.m you, againſt any 
that have. the unſtained repute of b-neft Men, only bec.1uſe they are Preachers of our 
ſame common Faith. But nobte Gentlempu, let me compare the Informers, and 
them ag4in(t whom they witneſ+ ( and for whom T plead; ) the one'is a Teacher of 
the way of Life, the -oth:r is ignorant, or walks in the way of Darkn: ſj ; the one 

makes Conſcience. of an Oath, and of bis Word, but the other knows not what an- 
.Oath is, and fears not to be forſworn (T ſay nothing in this Oppoſition Oratorical- 

ly, but truly and*upon Proof.) the one ſtudies, knows, and perfornit bis Duty 
God, and bis King, and ts all Mn according t6 bis Rnowledg 3 the other kninws - 
neither, and makes no Conſcience ( in appearance 3 )' of. either : be is for the King 
and you, but as. be is for the Devil, for what be can gt by his Service, be is un- 

godly and profane, a daily Tranſgreſſ1r of the King's Laws, as well as God's 

( and more thim one have been cut off by the Sword of Juſtice, having firſt been- 
rejefted by all baneſt Men ) the oe lives a poor contented Life, praying for his 

King, aud. fer all orders of Men, and praiſing God, fares hard, and a 
WW v.eft- 
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whileſt the other runs in debt, cheats bis Creditors, ſwears and damns, and robs 
on the High-way, or breaky open Houſes. In a word, the one walks in the way of 
Godlineſs and Honeſty, and labamrs to draw others with bim ; the other neither 
goes in himſelf, nor ſuffers others to enter that would goin. And bebold,and be aſto-, 
niſhed ye Heavens at thi ! the one is in danger of lofing all be bath, and ſuffering 
becauſe be hath no more to loſe, for labouring to ſave Sonls 3 and the other Lopes to 
be rewarded with a third part of many of his N eighbours Goods, hazarding bis 
own, and hindering the Salvation of others ; A ſurer way it 0 turn Informer, 
than play the Thief,or cheat bis Creditors \ but all bath not done their Work.: theend 
of many hath been according to their Work,! Allthis is ſpoken of ſome of them, Tou 
are Gentlemen of Eſtates, and cannot think that the ruine of thouſands of Traders» 
Farmers, Tenants,yea the impoveriſhing of many of good Condition, can be a Service 
to the Common-wealth, If you do not ſaffer an immediate Loſs, yet bundreds wil 
and what is a Loſs to ſo great a part,will be an impairing of the whole. That greall 
States-man, Sir W. Rawlcigh, inthe Parl, 35 of Eliz. | 
ſpake theſe Words : Tam afraid there is near 2z000 of Hiſtoric. Colle. &c. 
them ( the Browniſts ) in England, and when they of the 4 laſt Parlia- 
are gone,who ſhall maintain their Wives and Chil- ments of Q. Eliz.p.76. 
dren? Had there been but 20000 Diſſenters in Eng- by Mr. Townlhend. 
land, they had been rooted out before now, if ſame had 

prevailed ! But who ſhall maintain a far greater number of Wives and C bildren, 
when their Hushands and Parents are undone by the Penal Laws ? And who will 
get by it ? not the King z, his third part, if come into bis Exchequer, will nat 
countervail bis loſt in his Subjefts, What bave the Poor got this many Tears ? or 
what bave they got. that could neither keep, nor get, nov pay their Debts, before they 
zook to Informing ? nit enough to keep them from begging even of them, againſt 
whom they witneſſed, nor from Priſon, ner miſeral le Ends. 

As many of you as are Gentlemen of Hoſpitality, relieve many poor at your 
Doors, or other-where 3 can you think it a Charity to relieve Beggars ? and iſſue 
Warrants to makg many Beggars z that either cannot dig, or beg, or that keep 
many to their Labours, that elſe would beg ? that bear their Burdens in the Com= 
mon wealth, and are no burden to it ! 

Tour Place and Office requireth Wiſaom, And T may be bold to ſay, That the 
Renowned Sir Matthew Hale, was as wiſe, as ſtrifi, as juſt, as able a Lawyer 
as the ableſt of you all that keep the Chair, it is -no diſparagement of the 
learnedeſt and graveſt of you all, to take bim for an Ex- | 
ample, whoſe Moderation towards Difſenters is a pars See his Life, by Dr. 
of his noble Charatter ; you bave known what hath been Gilbert Burnet, 
the concurring ſenſe of all our Parliaments fince 1672. ; 

If none of theſe (hall be your Precedents, I beſeech you be pleaſed to conſider, it 
ie your Wiſdom to underſtand the Duty of your Places, and the Matters that are 
| brought 
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braught before you, eſpecially in Caſes that concern the Liverties, Liveliboods, and 
Eſtates of many thouſands in the Land, I bumbly conceive you cannot with a clear-- 


Conſcience proceed againſt the Diſſenters, except you underſtand, 1. The matters fot 
which they ſuffer, and that you may ſeein ſeveral Writings. 2.. Attend tothe ſcope 
ad reaſons of the As, upon which you proceed. 3, Diftingniſh between Preacher 
and Preacher,bet ween the ſound and the unſound, and other Circumſtances, and chooſe 
rather to give up your Commiſſi1s, than to aft againſt God, and your Conſcience, 
by puniſhing Well-doing, as if it were Evil doing. That Preaching and Praying 
which tends to Men's Salvation, and to ns evil end, either to the King, or bis 
Government, cannot be puniſhed ſafely, without being acceſſary to the evil Inten- 
tions of thoſe d:fizning Men, who were the Politick, Promoters of thoſe Laws, nor 


without great obſtruttion of true Godlineſ5, and of a moſt d:firable VUnian among. 


Proteltants. 4. Tow ought n9t to a7 like meer Machines,or irrational Inflruments ; 

fo, the Weak, and the Raſh; that can but write their Names to a Warrant, or 
a*Mittimus, might be as fit as you for your Offices : but as Men of Underſtand- 
ing, Wiſdom, Conſcience and Religion 3 and if the Laws are hard, and 100 ſe- 
were for meer Nonconformity, be Interceſſors with the King and Parliament, for bis 
Subjects, and your fellow Chriſtians, | 

As Fuft Men; Try the fitneſs of the Witneſſes, whether they are Boni & Lega- 
les: Pwniſh not Religious Aſſemblies of p:aceable Men, under the odious names 
of Routs and Riots ; and let not the ſound, profitable, and peaceable Preachers, 
be r nined with a meaſure of Puniſhment, only due to the turbulent and rebellious. 
And if by many Tears Experience, you find no Seditton or Diſturbance to the King- 
dom, only to the minds of ſome that are too controverſially diſpoſed to Paſſion and 
Contention, or if you find it only to be a Schiſm, a Church-maiter, leave it #0 the 
Church-Men to judg it according to their Law,, Tf you maintain the Civil Peace, 


you are happy Inftruments in the Gqvernment, and what more is required of you ? 


Noble and honoured Gentlemen, I do not preſume to dedicate this as to Patrong, but 
hanibly offer 4nd ſubmit the Reaſon ani Argument to your Conſideration, and ſuggeſt 
twothings, tt. If we believe a4 Catholick Church, of the ſame Faith, in different Forms 
and Modes, why ſhall nat ar Fellow-Subjetts and Natrves, profeſſing that Faith in 4 
_——_ Form, ſhar? in -your Charity, as parts of the Catholich Church ? To love them, as 
Chriſtians of the Cathoizch Chu:ch, and of the ſame Faith, with ow National Church in 
all things ; and yet puniſh them that preach Cathalich Dodtriw?, and obſerve all the Ordi- 
nances of the Catholich Church, ir an odd kind a . Love an Charity. 2. If there be any 
Among Ws that are holy, [andifred Preachers, and Herers, they ſhall be ſaved im the laſt 
Aay : Tom know the Proceſs of th.ut great day of Fudgment,for what Cauſes the unrighteous 
(hall be condemmed : [ was'naked, and ye cloathed me not; in Priſon, and ye viſited 
me not : Mat. 25.43. O how will. it agree with this, to ſay, 1 was in Power, and { extca- 
ted the Laws, to diſtreſs of Goods, and Impriſoment, to Baniſhment, to Abjuration ? How 
will it ſonnd mm thit Day, 1 was in Priſon, and ye commutted me ; 1 was baniſhed, and ye 
b.mniſh:4 me; I was impoveriſhtd, an1 ye impoveriſhed me ; what ye 414 ty the Preachers 
whom 1 ſent, yet did to me : When yo ſhall be judged, what will you plead ? or how 
c42 you pray, Thy Kingdom come, and ob/trudt the comme of it, to any Feople 1m any place 
12 the Land > If there be nothing in what I bumbly offer, reject it ? if. there te any 


Can vidion.in any thing, be plerſe1to conſider of it, : 
Plulagathus.. 


thts, 
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THE 


LonfozmiſtsSecondPlea 


FOR THE 


NONCONFORMISTS 


T muſt be confeſſed that there is ſome turpitude in all Apolo- 
gies, cither imputed or committed. To Preface a Book with 
an Apology, when the matter is good , is to put a foul face 
upon a good matter ; but then, it is a foul face only in ſome 
Men's Eyes, which are diſeaſed, and will appear, it not beau- 

tiful, yet tolerable handſome, to the-eye of them, that look for nothing 

rfett and free from human frailty, and that make daily uſe of a 
Towel and fair Water themſelves. Plead for my ſelf I muſt, and I 
ſhall make ſome requeſts with my Pleas, that fo if I may not come 
off withour guilt and blame, I may come off with my Pardon. 

I did not think the Reverend Non-conformilſts ſo few or weak, as to 
need an Advocate, in ſome things, of another [ndgment, and fo far, of 
the other ſide ; for as they are moſt ſenſible of their own condition, ſo 
they can both rationally,and patherically,open and plead their own cauſe; 
and in my mind, they have faid a great deal to purpoſe, if after all, ic 


will be topurpoſe. Iam ſure had I been one of them, I could.not have 


ſaid for them, what they have done. But knowing how ill they are re- 
preſented, I was reſolved in what I could todo them right, and therein 
to expreſs my n_ proportionable to my Religion, which as - 
ſuch is not confined, but Catholick: and if my Charity and Compaſſion 

muſt extend to all, that call oh the name of the Lord Jeſits, Iam certain 
I muſt ſhew it to them, whom Itake to be ſound in faith and worſhip, 


and whom I have known, and heard, and by whoſe works I may pro- 


fit.if I have not. My requeſt to them is,that they would believe there are 
many in the Church of England,that wiſh an Union, they with us, and we 


with them, and it muſt needs be foin all them that axe animated by the 
| B jame 


4. 


The Confomiſf's Second Plea 
ſame holy Spirit-of Truth, Faith and Love. I doalſo beg their pardon , 
that I bave pleaded for them with no more Life and Strength. 

I do underſtand, and I eafily believe, that many of the Reverend Con- 
forming Church-men are offended, that a C:formift ſhould plead for the 
Non-conformiſts : It hath ſeemed to ſome almoſt incredible, and to look 
like a,Cheat, or a Jeſuit in Maſquerade. I am glad I am not to be tried 

by Judges of that Complexion, by whom I ant condemned at the yery 
firſt fight of the Title-page, and that it hath found Approbation from 
them, whom I take to be of a better Temper. 

Before I plead, I do humbly beg their Pardon and Excuſe, who have 
been diſhonoured by the Suſpition of being the Anthors of the Plea for 
the Nen-Cenformiſts, by my concealment of my name. It hath been a 
greater Honour to'me, than 1 ever expected or thought of, that it hath 
paſſed under ſome very Reverend names ; butit is a Diſhonour to them, 
to be counted-the Fathers of ſuch a Birth,which repreſents neither their 
itrength nor ſtatures,neither feature nor ſpeech. I perceive the injury is ſo 
common, that I cannot without a greater, diſtruſt their pardoning Inge- 
nuity.—— There is Modeſty and ſome little ſafety in being nameleſs; 
beſide not quis ? but quid ? ' And let him that will anſwer, anfwer the 
Book, and ad Re. . | 

_ Having faid this, I next putmy Apology. That Pook was fitly called 
the Conformiſts Plea, becauſe it becomes the Confermiſ# to read and weigh 
the Caſe; and having done fo, to be righteous and compaſſionate, to be 
a good Inſtrument ketween his Mother and his Brethren at ſuch atime, 
when ill Agents paſs between them : and becauſe the greateſt Autho- 
rities he hath uſed, have been eminent Fathers or Sons of the Church of 
England. 'Why ſhould it ſeem ſtrange to any man in ſuch an Age as this, 
when many that ſeem enemies to Popery, yet plead for Papilts ? \ hy 
ſhould it ſeem ſtrange, that one ſhould latour to prepare the Hearts of 
men of the ſame Faith to meet, or toreceive diflenting Proteſtants into 
Church-Communion with them , by opening the hardneſs of their 
Caſe, the worthineſs of tlicir Perſons, and of their Miniſterial Abilities, 
{oundneſs of their Faith, exemplary Morals, peaceable Demeanour, &e. 
Why ſhould ir offend any Man, that ſhonld open their Caſfe,and teitifie 
for them, when weall, that have any ſenſe, bewail our Divifiens, and 
from thence foretel our Deſtruction, and profeſs a deſire of Union, tho” 
vpon diferent terms ? How many inthe Land do decltaim againit their 
Principles and FraQtices,ard are ready to raife a wind, if it were in their 
power, t6 carry them away, that know neither the Men, ror their de- 
clared Yrinciples! Is it not neceſſary, firſt toremove Frejud'ces ard rext 


to beget good Thoughts of them, in all that throvgh unaquaintaince 
With 


. 
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with them, or difaffetion towards them, before ever we can either de- 
'fire, or admir ati Union with them ?'Te'is a good preparation for anihtire, 
affetibnate cloſure, troſhew How near they come to us, what abatements 
other greatand excellent Men would have made, had they had the ma- 
nagement of Church-Atfairs in our Days, and what Conceſſions they for- 
merly thonghe fir to make; and-more eſpecially in a time when the great 
Cancellars and Truſtees of bur Peace ah#Libexties, have una1imoul- 
ly voted for 3 FRal Union. It'is fnioſt nilike 4/Miniſter of Chriſt, and 
a Member of a' Chriſtian Reformed Church, to kick' and fſpurn at 
Proteſtant Brethren , that would gladly come into the Arms of a Le- 

al Conſtitution, upon no other terms and by no other ways, than ſuch 
as Wiſdom ſhall find ont, 'and the Goverment tefolve upon, for the Ho- 
nour of Chriſt and his Religion, and'the fifery of the: Chnreh. * In vain 
do.we uſe the ,nqmes of Unity and-Peace, andyet'at the'ſame time, in 
the ſame Diſcourſes, revite and bear falſe witneſs againſt our Brethren. 
To commend Peace and" diſlike fair Propoſals, is flatly to hate Peace; 
ro commend Peace,” and with Tongues and Pens--to perſecute them 


'with who the ' Peact' is to he, made, is a method for Peace which. 1 


never leartied. ' 'To invite-men'to my Houſe, and keep the Doors ſhur, 
as againſt "Thieves and' contentions Perſons that will never be quiet, or 
that are not fit'tobe truſted in it, is ſuch a kind of Civility and Comple- 
ment, that can never gainupon any man of fenſe. I put off my Hat to 
them with a ſeeming Humility and Love, and fay, 'I pray you come in 
out of the Wind and Rain, and in the mean time prepare neither Room 
nor Entertainment for them, but think my Houſe a great deal better 
without than with them, 1s as much, as to ſay, Be gone, or come in 
upon ſuch hard terms, for which they muſt give Bond and Oath, which 
they cannot yield to. Will a Man that hath any Brains in him receive 
troubleſome perſons into his houſe ? or conrract with perfidious perſons, 
that will eat him ont and betray him ? or efpouſe a Woman that he takes 
to be an ill-conditioned, contentions, unprofitable Brawler ? We muſt 
ground our Agreements upon ſome rational confidences. And there- 
tore that might not only pray for Proteſtant-Chriſtian Peace and U- 
nion,l nſed ſuch means as were within my narrow Compatrs ; and I could 
not think of any better, than briefly to'itate the Caſe, and commend the 
Perſons, whoſe Eitabliſhment T do heartily defire, as they with whom 
we, may fafely, and comfortably communigate in the ſame Offices, or 
atleaſt quietly endure tolive with us in the ſame Nation,or W orſhip God 
£71 Chriſt, as in an ourward Cgurt of the Temple, tho? not in the Body 


* of it, or atthe Afrar. If the Genriles were not admitted into the inward 


Court, they had the allowance of an-outward Court ; they were not 
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forbidden to come into Feru/alem, or any Town where the Sanbedrins 
was held. But our Non-Conformiſt Brethren may approach with us e- 
vento the Altar, if they be but taken'in upon ſuch "Terms, as Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles would have admitted them npon, yea upon Principles 
declared by our firſt glorious Reformers. And: ſhall it be a Crime in 
a Conformift to fay ſo, to ſpeak Truth in love? They earneſtly plead 
with the Keepers of the Keys, for Chriſt's fake take us in! They plead 
withthe power of the Sword, For- the Lord's fake. {mite us not, de- 
ſtroy us not, for we are Friends. To the one they fay, We would live 
in Peace and Love with you, we would glorifie God with one Mouth 
with you, we would notbe as Strangers and Enemies. To the other 
they fay,We will ſtand on your ſide, we will live and dye with you. But 
ſome that watch at the door, and ſome that ſtand Sentinel, and are np- 


_- on the Guard, cry, Who are ye? Whence come ye ? What would you 


have ? Is it. not a good ſervice in me, or any other that are within, that 
know the Men,and have heard or read their Offers, todeclare who the 
are, and what they offer ? I Iook upon it as'great an ACt of Charity to 
many inthe Church (of which 1 am a Member ) as tothem, to make a 
true report of the things I have written, and towards a Reception, to 
repeat the Heads of ſome former Debates and Conſultations for Concord, 
and what hath beenthe Judgment of, and to.what ſome Worthies of for- 
mer times have condeſcended.— 

But who hath hired you, or feod you {e your Plea ? 

From this and the like ſuggeſtions, I appeal to my Judge in Heaven, 
and my Wiuneſs within, and clear my Friends from being as much as 
privy toany ſuch deſigned work ; yet 1 have my Reward on Earth. 'The 
Tearers of the Church have made at me, as inviſible as I am. The Ad- 
mirers of Innovations have cut me out a new Livery, ſome have drel- 
ſed me ina Jeſuits long Robes, and others expoſed me me in a Scortiſh 
Bonnet ; but from others I have the reward of "Thanks, Prayers, and 
Encouragements to proceed from the good Acceptation of the former - 
part. And if none of my fellow-Servants would acknowledge my 
Kindneſs, I hope my Maſter will, whoſe I am, and whom I ſerve. And 
x ſome of my Mothers Sons look upon me, as having nothing of her, 
becauſe] am not like them to an hair, and wonder who I take aiter; 1 
would they ſhould know, I take after the Candor and ingenuity of Hea- 


 thens and Papiſts, overcotne with the Light and "Truth towards Chii- 


ſtians,and intheir Language condemned Hereticks; and after the Chari- 
tv.of Conformiſts towards Puritans and Nen-Conformiſts in former times ; 
and. .o this part of my Apology ſhall be, | 
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I. In imitable examples of Heathens towards Chriftians. 

2. Of Papiſts towards miſcalled Hereticks , our fore-runners in the 
Truth and Faith. : : | 

Fi Of Conforming Defenders of the Church of England, towards 
Diſlenters of former and latter times. 

And if it be ſaid, That none of theſe did plead the Cauſe of their Adver- 
ſaries, as I have done. I ay, 

1. The Condition of the Times require it. 

2. Their Caſe will bear it. h 

2. General Inclinations to Peace have Opened an opportunity for it. 


1. Shall not a Chriſtian ſpeak as well of a Chriſtian, who is of the 


. ſame Father, Faith and Family, as an Heathen of a Chriſtian? Shall not a 


Chriſtian Miniſter do more than a Chriſtian Man, for the Honour of Chri- 
ſtianity ? Who hath taught us to expoſe ſerious Profeſſors of the Chriſti- 
an Faith, to the Condemnation and Wrath of the ignorant and angry 
People, orto the jealonſie of the Potent ? Whatis commendable in them, 
ought to be commended ; and that ſhould be commended in them, which 
is commendable in ns. And what is excuſable in them, onghtnot to be 
expoſed as damnable and intolerable. The Chriftian Qualities, Graces 
and Vertues ſhould be acknowledged, and not diſewned, becauſe the 
are ina Non-Conformift. The Piety, Obedience, Sobriety, Uſefulneſs, D- 
gence in hearing and preaching the Word, yea and tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience, Which they proteſs and thew, onght to be kindly reſpected ; 'and 
the common infirmities of men, rather covered for the ſake of thoſe un- 
doubted Graces, than theſe Graces to be ſuſpected, becauſe the menare 
not affected. | 

Tertullian in his Diſſnaſive to Scapula, the Preſident 'of Africa, from 
Perſecution [ Edit. Pameltii ad Scapul. c. 4.) doth move him by the good 
opinion and commendation of the Emperor Severzs (Father of Antoninus) 
who did not only ſhew favour to Torpacion,who had cured him with Oyl, 
and kept him in his place while he lived; but knowing ſome famous 
Women and ſome famous Men to be of this Sect, (fo the Chriltians were 
called a Se, or a new Se#, by way of contempt ) he did not only not 
hurtthem, but adorned and honoured them with his Teftimony,and did 
alſo openly refilt (or keep cff ) the common people raging againit them. 
Put moſt famous is that fill Teſtimony which P/my the- 2d. gave to 7ra- 
jan, of the Religion and Manners of the Chriſtians, | Ter:ul. Apol.c. %. | 


* That he found nothing by them- bur their obſtinacy 1n refuſing to.facri- 


tfice; and that they mer before day toſing ro God and Chriſt, to conſent 


*'n the exerciſe of Chriſtian Diſciphne; forbidding Murder, ..A0UWETY , 
| * De> 


W_ ——_— — A 


6 The Eonfozniſt's Second Plea 
Deceit, Treachery, and other wickednefſes. If a Heathen Governour, 
entruſted with the execution of Laws upon the 
Vid. Voſſii Comment in Chriſtians ( in Pontus and Bithynia) gave ſich a 
Epiſt.Plin. de Chriffian. Teſtimony of them, which was in effect to be 
Perſecuticne p. 5, 6, 7. more an Advocate for them, than a Judge upon 
them ;:'what may be allowed to a Proteſtant Mi- 
niſter, pleading for Proteſtant Miniſters and People? of whoſe Religion 
and manners much more may. be ſaid, than Pliny could fay of thoſe 
Saints of God, had he ſet himſelf” to plead their cauſe with his charm- 
ing Rhetorick. 

2. I will imitate a Vertue in an Enemy, whatis good in anill Man. Let 
others frame their Tongues to defaming names and 4nathema's, after 
the rigorons and bitter  Papi##s, I rather chuſe to undergo the Cenfures 
of the Angry, without cauſe, thanto be overcome or condemned by the 

- ingenuity of. Papi#s towards our Predeceſlors inthe ſame Faith. What 
ample Teſtimonies have many .of the Papiſts given of the W/aldenſes, altho? 
condemned of Herefie by their Canons, may be ſeen in Du Pleſſis Hi- 

ftoria Papatus, out of Rainerizrs,and in Archbiſhop 
Edit. Lond. 1612. c. 6. Uſber's de Succeſſrone & Staty, out of the ſame Raj- 
$. 11. $9. 15, 20. &c. nerius, and other Inquiſitors, and their ſpiteful 
fuſe per totum Caput. Enemies the Dominicans , being, overcome with 

the Light of truth, and Beauty of their Life and 
Manners, have not concealed what we onght toeſteem a Glory. eAneas 
SylvizrAwrites as much totheir, diſgrace as any ſcornful Enemy could do, 
who in his Journey to Prague taking in at Tabor, was with his Company 
gladly received by them to the right of Hoſpitality. He hated them to 
that degree, that he neglected Divine Offices on the Lords Day, leſt he 
ſhould communicate with Hereticks ; and in his return, being overcome 
with-the importunity of his Company, to.return thither to bait, he would 
neither eat :nor drink while he was in the City ; yet he gives us the 
Heads of their Religion in oppoſition to the Roman Apoſtacy, which is 
ſuch,as every true Proteſtant muſt ſubſcribe to for the moſt part. And the 
ill reports he gives of their degenerate Manners, he took upon truſt from 

300 4.19 307 bat: his Hoſtgvho ſecretly kept the Images of Clri/t 

Vid. inter Waldenſia, ©c. 1/and the Virgin, Mary; = ; would have fallen 

"opera Balthar: Lydu ,, A> ; from them, but for. the love of his Riches. And 
neuSilvii Hiftcriam Be- | ſhall we take theſe Reports for true of them, 
hemicam, p. 271,8373. Which he, an incenſed Adverſary, afterwards 

-Reterdam. 161%. a Pope,- xeceived from a ſecret Papiſt, and an 

HEETRETOP Hypogrie'?- 'I here are too many. in England, 

fremtheir. ignorance, prejudice,ormalignity, will ſpeak as 1ll of our wor- 
; thy 
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thy Nonconformiſts ; but let us who Know them, and ſhould eſteem them. 
as the Servants of God, and onr fellow-ſervants, write and ſpeak with 
Tendernefſs, "Truth and Modeſty. | 
2. To come nearer home, and the Point in hand. Many learned and 
peaceable conforming Divines, when they wrote of them,or wrote againſt 
them, have given them an honourable report; eſpecially when the Pa- 
its have upbraided the Church of Eng/and with Puritans, as now they 
do with our Diviſions. Mr. Francis Maſon, the learned Defender of the 
Miniſtry of the Church of England, ſpeaks ſo mo- 
deſtly and kindly of the Nonconformiſts *, that he * Churches power to 
inſinuates a good opinion, or a kindneſs into the muke Cancns. 
heart of his Reader in that Book, wherein he la- 
bours to fatisfie or confute them. With a like temper did Dr. Sparks 
handle the Perſuaſive to Conformity. What ample and fair Characters doth 
the ingenuous and honeſt Dr. Fuller give of Mr. Cartwright, Travers, Udal, 
Hilderſham, Dod, &c. int fiis Charch-Hiſtory of Britain ? Ard long before 
him, we may read ( what ſome of our learned and eminent Ccnformiſt 
Divines have imitated) the Honour which ſome great Doctors of Cam- 
bridg, and among them Dr. Fu{k, gave ro Mr. Cartwright,perfwading him 
to confute the Rhemiſts Teſtament, printed before that worthy Work of 
his. 1will content my elf with ong example more of this tem.er,a tearn- 
ed man beyond all exception,the great Doctor Crabeztborp,whom I rather 
cite, firſt, becauſe he profeſſed himſelf, and was acknow!edged bv the 
Biſhops tobe a moderate Proteſtant, but no Puritay, 2.Becaule he reckons 
many of the N.C. Purirans, whoſultered either Deprivation or Suſpenfion,, 
or more, for their Nonconformity,and blames them for that fault : Uri-" 
nam errorem ſuum C& cernere voluifſent & deponere.—— For otherwiſe cer- 
* tainly (faid he-to Marc. Anton. de Deminis, A. B. of Syalato) there 1s not 
* one of them ſcarce, towhom any of you is tobe 
* compared for goodnels or holineſs of life ; and Defenſio Eccleſ. An- 
* even for Learning, you your ſelf (whoare a Ma- glicane contra Archi- 
* ſter in your 1/2e/) are not ta be compared with epiſc.Spalatenſern. cap. 
* ſome of them. The greater was the unhappineſs 23. p. 206. 
of that Breach,which was made by InjunCtions and 
Scruples. I never thought them good Painters who draw the Pictures of 
the Diſſenting Brethren with dirt and ſoot: but I knowing them to be un- 
like thoſe Pictures, have with a juſt offence beheld their Injuries ; and 
would have been pleaſed tohave ſeen them deſcribed by ſome impartial 
and skilful Maiter,as fit to adorn the Palaces of Princes, who have been 
removed up and down, and thrown out of the way, hke the lamber our 
of a new-furniſhe Church. The Works and Hiſtories of the hves of ma- 
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ny of the old ſound and loyal Puritans,written for the moſt-part by Con- 
forming Divines commend them, and will commend them to all Godly 
Generations; and the Memories of the Orthodox NON-CONFOR MISTS 
of the preſent Age, will be tranſmitted after them, to the better opinion of 
future times by a truer Tradition;thanany Hiſtory thatis as yet come to 
the view of the World, by the reviling and aſperſing Writers of this Age. 
And two ways after-times will be truly informed concerning them ; firſt, 
by that angry reproachſul Art of Jeſt and Earneſt ( I do not mean thoſe 
venomous half-peny Volumns that will not hold the binding,and will be 
condemned to the fire by their very Authors, if ever they grow wiſe e- 
nough to repent )but in a greater bulk, and of greater gain to their Au- 
thors and Sellers, than profit to their Readers. Secondly, by the great 
numbers of Books written by the Nenconformiſts, to the real advancement 
of Piety. By the firſt, ſerious and inquiſitive Poſterity will conclude thar 
Tendernefs, Piety, and Truth lodged not in their Boſoms, while their 
Hands mov'd their Pens, which aſperſed their made-Adverſaries in ſuch a 
way,as could neither gain nor convince them. By the latter,they will con- 
clude, when they obſerve the ſcope of their Tracts, foundneſs of their 
Matter, affeQtionate moving way of writing in Practicals, and their Af- 
ſerting the Proteſtant Doctrine of former andlatter times, in their Con- 
troverſials, that ſurely theſe men were anexcellent part ofthe Church, in- 
ſpired by the ſpirit of Grace and Truth, and deſerved better uſage, and 
a higher place, than a Barn or a Hall to preach 1n. 

In ſpeaking well of the Nonconformiſts, I have followed the Example of 
them tar I reckon among the Chief of the Church of England : and if 
my Afﬀectionto them,and in them, to Chriſtian and Proteſtant Name and 
Religion, hath prevailed upon me to an unuſual Undertaking,if it be not 
pardonable with ſome, if it be acceptable to Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuitable to 
the Minds of many good Men in the Church, and do ſome tolerable 
ſervice to the ſuffering part, 1 doubt not butl ſhall be ſaved, without the 
Pardon of them that cannot pardon the Vertue of Moderation, any 
more than-the Aggravated offence of Nonconformity. _ 

I have gone no turther than to plead a trampled Cauſe, which they that 
hold ir, think too good and precious to be trodden on by the proudelt 
Foot, as fit to be taken into Conſideration by the Wiſdom and Authority 
of the Nation. I have not preſumed co make Propoſals or Demands ; 

that's lett ro wiſe and great Men. Bart if ſome of 
* Pr.Stilling. Pre- our Eminent * Church-Men have made Propoſals 
face to the Unrea- of Abatement, and have nor violated their Subſcriy- 
ſonas. of Separatin. tions, not to endeavour any alteration of the Go- 
| vernment in Church or State; I hope I have nor 

fors 
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forfeited my Sonſhip, or broken Faith, by doing farlefs, and keeping 
within the bounds of a well-meaning man. And fo much, and perhaps 
too much, by way of Apology. 

I have opened in the Plea the hardneſs of the Caſe, greatnels of tl; 
Sufferings, worthineſs of the Perſons of the' Newconformiſts, and-the lots 
to the Church by their Excluſion or Suppreſſion, I might infer Con- 
cluſions from every of thoſe Heads of Arguments, and drive the Pica 
more home ; but nor becauſe their Sufſerings are like ro be more ard 
greater, and they are to be a Carkaſs to the Eagles, I will take leave to 
diſcuſs this ſeaſonabie and neceſſary Queſtion. 

Q, Mhether it be not better, that the Penal Laws again#t the Nenconfor- 
miſts, to which they are obnoxious, by their Preaching 'and Praying, and other 
Religious Exerciſes, ſhould not be executed,but forborn rather than put jn Exe« 
cution, until ſuch time, as our Gracious King and Parliament im time to come 
ſball maturely take the State of divided Proteſtants into their wiſe Conſidera- 
tions, and bring us all into a happier Legal Eſtabliſhment, than we are in, er 
can be in, while our Diviſions and their Cauſes continue — 

It may be thought high Preſumption in a private Perſon, to determine 
which is thebetter ; but I conceive, that becauſe the Civil Magiſtrate is 


- not Omniſcient, but takes his information from Infertours, and private 


Men, coming to him through publick Perſons, it's rather a Nuty than an 
Offence to propoſe ſuch a Queſtion, and diſcuſs it, when too many de- 
termine perhaps without due Examination of the Cale, that the rigorous 


Proſecution of Diſſenters is beft and needful. 


In the handling of this Queſtion, - it will .be neceſlary to ſtate it, and 
ſhew ; 


t. \Vho I mean by the Nenconfermiſts. 

2. State the Controverſic between them, and the Church from which 
they diltent. | 

2.Openthe nature of the Offences,for which they areliable tothe Laws. 

4. Explain what I mean by Forbearance of them, - or the Execution-of 
the Laws. 

. Why I limit the time, until our Gracious King ſhall take our divid- 

ed State into further Conſideration. After which done, I will, 

6. Produce my Arguments for the Affirmative, "That it is better the 
Larvs ſhould not be executcd, than put in Execution. And, 

7, Anſwer Objections to the contrary. ——— 


1. By Nenconformiſts, 1 mean only ſuch Miniſters, Teachers, Paſtors. 
znd People,as are ſound in the Fundamentaks of the Chriltian Faith, and 
. C fubltantial 
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fubſtantial Worſhip ; that the Proteſtarts, or reformed from the Corrup- 
tions of Popery, that peaceably ſubmit to tl#2 Civil Government of the 


Kingdom, and the Temporal Laws thereof. 


Secondly, The Controverſy between the Nenconformiftsand the Church, 
or the Cenfermiſts, lies not in matters Political and of Civil Government, 


Miſch. Separat. p. 21. 
and their own' many 
Books. Cum ills quos 
tc Puritanos ws , 
»0n eſt nobis de fide aut 
Fidet dogmate lis nulla 
de Ritibns illis, & di- 
ſciplina Eccleſia neſtr 2 
contendunt , Craken- 
thorp Eccleſ. Anglic. 
Defenſive. c. 23.-$:.293: 


for they agree in that, according to the Laws and 
Conſtitution of the Realm. * Nor is the Contro- 
verſie in the Fundamentals, or Articles of Faith, 
or between a Church-Government, and Anarchy 
or no Goverment ; but abour Matters of Form 
and Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline , and Terms of 
Church-Communion, or of Exercife of their pub- 
lick Miniſtry, conſiſting in Subſcriptions, Oaths, 
and Declarations, and ſome private DoCtrines to 
be ailented to. 

But this is too general an account ; more-par- 
ticularly it is carciully to benoted, 

1. That the Controverſie between the Nencorr- 
formiſts, and the Church as now eſtabliſhed by 


Lav, is not the ſame it was between the Church and the Nonconformiſt;, 
or Puritans, from the Reign-of Q, Elizabeth, to our King's Reign. 'The 
Nencinformitts.in thoſe days and following time, aſſerted a Government 
and Diſcwline of Divine right by Presbyterian Claſſis, Synods and Lay- 
Elders, and: dilſented from the Government by Dioceſan Biſhops, and Ce- 
remonies principally ; yet theſe were againſt the Browniifs, who ſepa- 
rated from the Church of England as no true Church, which the meer 
Nenconformi;ts did not. Bur fince his Majeſties wonderful Reſtauration, 
that part-of the Controverſie which relates to Church-Diſcipline, and Go- 
vernmet, is altogether new, and quite difterent from the old. No ſingle 
Perſon,npr Combination of men, did ever deſire of the King of Parlia- 


See Ar. Baxt. Pre- 
face to RBpMoriey,and 
fp. Gunang, befcre 
ins true and only way 


of Cancord. 


is unbecoming. cither 


ment, the Eſtabliſhment, or the Toleration of 
the Presbyterian Government or Diſcipline, cither 
in the Presbyterian Or Independent way. And there« 
fore tie pains of thoſe Writers, who have reviv- 
ed the Opimons, and raked into the Miſcartiages 
oi tne Pres3yterians , might have been ſpared, 
as notatall tothe purpoſe ; except to that whiich 
peaccabie or wiſe Men: They do only kindle 


wrath by ſtirring Firc, and cry, Fire, Fire in the Church and State, when 
th fe 1s not {0 inuct as any Smoke aſcending from rhe Embers of 
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Presbyterian Principles. Thoſe Tragical Stories of Presbyterian;, whether 
true or not, which ſome men bring to remembrance, ſeem to ſerve ang- 
ther Deſign than the Union or preſervation of the Church, and apparent- 
ly to renderthe Nexconformiits ſuſpicious and odious, and to hinder a Re- 
conciliation. | ; 
2. there are eſpecially two ſorts of Dilſenters from the Legal Church; 
ficſt, Thoſe who are called Presbyterians, but wrongfully fo called, (and 
by me only for diltinttion-ſfake } the other are the Congregational, or In- 
dependents, The Fanaticks and Seftaries fall under ths lait Diviſion in 
point of Government; but the meer Congregational are men. of Learr.- 
ing, Reaſon, and ſound Principles as to Faith, Worſhip and Manners, 
and fo there muſt be a Diſtin&tion between ſome, and others, that are 
commonly fo called. 
All theſe agree in that they cannot conform to Subſcriptions, Oaths., 
and Declarations; and ſome in other matters come nearer, or ſtand fur- 
ther off than others; therefore the Difference cannot be more particular- 
ly ſtated without an exaCt knowledg of their Tenets. 
3. Thoſe whoare commonly called and reputed Presbyterians, declared 
themſelves for his Majeſtics Declaration about Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, as they have doe againſt the =O&ober 25. 1660. 
Terms required by the At of Uniformiry. And Petit. fer Peace, $. 10. 
now, if any man would know the true State of To the Kings Moſt Ex- 
the difference between the Conformiſts and one cellent Majefty. The 
part of the Nonconformiſts, may find it to lie in due acccunt and humble 
that Gracious Declaration, and that ACt of Uni- Petition of the Mink _ 
formity. The reputed Presbyterian cannot con- #ers of the Goſpel com> 
form to the a, but would have been glad if mifſionated fer the re- 
that declaration had been made an Act. And wicv and alteration of 
they who would have gladly ſubmitted to that rhe Liturgy.Lond. An. 
rare Inventionof Compolure and Settlement, are 1661. Mr. Baxter's 
no longer to be accounted Presbyterians in a ſtrict Preface Treat.-of Epiſ- 
and proper ſenſe ; much leſs Enemies to the King copacy. 
and Subverters of the Government, that would ; 
have conformed to what the King propoſed, upon great Reaſons and 
wiſe Counſels, as appears by the Reaſons, Frame and Language of that 
Declaration: And they who condemn them that conform not to the 
Act,but would have conformed to his Majelties Declaration,if it had been 
turned into a Law, have declared at the ſame time their diſlike of the 
King's Declaration. And if their zeal be fo hot _ this kind of 
Diſflenters, their Revererice of the King's Act, which gave them their 


Meafares.and Directions, both as to what they ſhould ask and _ 
Yr T 
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to be ruled and governed by, ſhould reſtrainthem from' being too rigid 
in their Cenſures. Had they drawn upſuch a Declaration-as that 18, and 
preſented it totheKirg and Parliament,as the only Rule they would ſub. 
mitunto, and the ing have rejeted and refuſed it, then they had been 
more deſervedly reproved for their Nonconformity. But when it was gra- 
ciouſly declared by the King, and gratefully acknowledged by that Par- 
liament, and the Divines that now diſſent, did 

See the foreſaid Pe- thankfully acknowledg and and receive it, they 


titicn, cannot be condemned - but from fome RefleCtion 
At their Meeting im upon that Declaration, and by conſequence the 
Sion Colledg. King himſelf and his wiſe Councellors, and that 


firſt Parliament,who thanked the King for it. And 
letit be further noted; that there was once a Parliament moſt freely cho- 
ſen of Loyal Members, that thanked the King for Terms of Accommo- 
dation and Union ; and it is much for the Honour of the Difſenters,who 
humbly deſired an Union upon thoſe Terms, thatthey had oncethe King 
bimſelf, and as many of his wiſe Council as adviſed, and a Loyal Parlia- 
ment freely choſen of the ſame Judgment with them. If they are a Fa- - 
ion, they are ſuch as never was before them:; a FaCtion that would 
have-been ruled by the King, and that good Parliament which did reſtore 
him. 1donetifie the firſt rank of Diſſenters from this, becauſe they hare 
ſabmitted-to this, and never- offered any other Terms or Propoſals by 
general conſent, -but thoſe declared by the King himſelf, or ſuch altera- 
tions that were made in the Liturgy, by his Majeſties Commiſſion, And 
thoſe that are ſaid to be-for a new- model, are for the Kings own Model. — 


4-.The other ſort of Diſſenters fall under the-name of Ccngregational 
and Independents. As many of theſe as are under my preſent conſidera- 
tion, are firſt Orthodox and ſound in Faith, agreeing with the Scriptures, 
received Doftrine of this Church, in Articles and Homilies, and of other 
Reformed Churches, in oppoſition to Hereſies and Popery. 


2. They diſſent not from-the Civil Government of the Kingdom. Take 
their own profelied DoCtrine , © It is the Duty of People to pray for 
5 Magiſtrates , top honour their Perſons, to pay them tribute and other 
* Duties, toobey their lawful Commands, and to be ſubjeCt to their Au- 
* thority for Conſcience-ſake. Infidelity or Difference m Religion doth 
*not-make void the Magiſtrates juſt and legal Authority , nor free 
* the People from their Obedience to him ; from which Eccleſiaſtical 
*Perſons are not exempted ; much leſs hath the Pope any Power or Ju- 
* riſdiction over them in their Dominions, or over any of their Feople , 

and 


4 
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* 2nd Teaſt of all to deprive them of their Dominions or Lives, if he ſhall 
*;ndg them to be Hereticks, or upon any other 
© pretence whatſoever. * * A Declaration of the 
2. They are for a Churth-Government,by Pa- Faith and Order of the 
ſtors, Teachers, Elders and Deacons, but within ' Congregation. Churches  - 
articular Congregations, having all Power with- # England , in thetr 
inthemſelves, independent as to Juriſdiction, or Meeting at the Savoy, 
Subordination to any othcr Church, or Synod, Ofob.12.1658. C.24. 
and they are for the Adminiſtration of all the Of the Civil Magiſtrate + 
Ordinances of Chriſt. 6.4. Vid. Dr. Owen's - 
The moſt that ever theſe deſired at any time, Truth and Innacency 
even when the Presbyterial Government was moſt windicated. Survey of 
likely to prevail, was a Permiſſion or To!eration Dr .Parker's* Ecclef. :. 
to exerciſe their Diſcipline,ſubjeCting themſelves, Polity, p. 164 , &c. 
as any other Subjetts, to the Magiſtrate, not de- * 1b:d. of the Inſtizut. of 
firing the Preferments of the Church,which they Churches.y. g. , 
would have always go to them that conformed 
to the Conſtitution of the Church according to Law, and with this they © 
would now be thankfully contented. 


The third thing to be ſpoken to, is the Nature of the Offence, for 
which they are liable to the Penalties of the Laws. The remote Offence 
or Tranſgreſſion, is their Nonconformity to the Aft of Uniformity, for 
which they have ſuffered a Deprivation of their Ecclefiaſtical Prefer- 
ments. The next and immediate Tranſgreſlion, is againſt other Statutes, 
which are theſe: 

1. The Statute ofthe 35 of Queen E/:zabeth, declared to be in force, 
16 of Ch. II. c. 4. 

2. The ſame A againſt Conventicles and unlawful Aſſemblies,under- - 
Pretence of Exerciſe of Religion. 

2. At 17 Ch.1I. c. 2. Nonconformiſts that take not the Oath', or Teſt 
thetein ſer down, ſhall not inhabit in any Corporation, or live within 
five Miles of any Town that ſend Burgeſſes to Parliament ; or five -: 
Miles of the Place where they were Miniſters. 

4. The Statutes of the 22:6 of Ch, 11. c. 1, Sedztioars Convemticles pre» + 
wented and ſuppreſſed. | 

By ihe firſt of theſe Statutes, viz.25th of Eliz. the Offences are two; 
the firſt is not coming to ſome Church or Chappel, or other place of* -- 
Divine Service , to hear Divine Service eſtabliſhed by her Laws, &&c. 
The ſecond is}to ſpeak or write,or toperſwade any todeny or impugn Her 
Majelties Power in Cauſes Eccleſnafticalox perſwade any againſt hearing 
; Divine © 
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Divine Service, or to be preſent at: Conventicles, or unlawful Aſſemblies. 
The Penalty is, firſt Impriſonment until he acknowledg his Offence,and 
.declare his Submiſſion in ſome Church or Chappel ; which if he refuſe 
- to do withinthree Months, he ſhall abyure the Realm if he do not, or 
if he ſhall return without her Majelties leave, he ſhall be proceeded a- 
.gainſt as a-Felon, . | 

I ſhall ſpeak of the ſecond under the fourth, becauſe it was to expire 
after the next Seſſion of Parliament, which was after three Years. And 
.paſs to the third Statute; The Offence by that Statute is, If any perſon that 
had enjoyed-any Parſonage, Vicarage, Lecture-ſtipend, & had not confor- 
med ta the Act of Uniformity, and ſhall not take and fubſcribe this Oath ; 

*T 4. B. do ſiwvear that it. is not larwful onany pretence whatſoever, to 
'* take up Arms againſt the King ; and that I abhor that Traiterous Poſi- 
© tion, of rakiag Arms by his Authority againſt his Perſon, or againſt thoſe 
* that are commiſſioned by Him,in purſuance of ſuch Commiſſions, & that 
©]. will not endeavour any Alteration of Government either in Church 
* or State. If he ſhall preach in any-Conventicle, or come within five 
* Miles of any City, Corporation, or place of his Miniſtry, except on his 
© Tourney, or ſummoned by a S:bpena, he ſhall forfeit 4.0 /. 

The Original Crime is Nonconforming ; the next is not taking the 
Oxf. Oath, preaching in Conventicles, and coming within five Miles of 
.any ſuch place. 

The fourth Statute, Car. 22. is,0c. And the Crimes are; 1. © If any 
© Man ſhall be preſent. at any Aſſembly,& c. under colour of any Exerciſe 
© of Religion,inany other manner than according tothe Liturgy and Pra- 
* tice of theChurch of England; at which there ſhall be five Perſons or 
* more aſſembled together,beſides thoſe of theſame Houſhold. 2. If any 
* Man ſhall rake upon him to preach or teach inany ſuch Meeting,he ſhall 
* forfeit 20/7. for the firſt Oftence after Conviction, and 4.0 /. after the ſe- 
** cond Conviction of a ſecond Offence. 3. If any perſon ſhall willingly 
© ſafer ſuch Meeting to be in his Houſe, Out-houſe,Barn, Yard, or Back- 
* ſide, and Le convicted, ſhall forfeit 20 /. &c. And every Hearer, 5 -. 

The fanfts that are moſt obvious, and moſt comonly proſecuted, are 
firſt, Preaching, Hearing, or entertaining of any Meeting under pretence 
of Religious Exerciſe, after another manner than the Liturgy or Practice 
of the Church of Er2/ar:4, to five or more beſides rhe Houſho!d where 
ſuch Meecring 1s keps. 


Fourthly, I am to explain what I mean by Forbearance. | 

1. Ido not mean what never came into the Queſtion, an Univerſal 
Tolcration, or Licenſe of all Irreligion, Atheiſm, Hereſy, or publiſhing 
pernicious 


B 


for the Nanconi7omiſts, 


pernicions Errorz, contrary to Godlineſs and Peace. 
by Forbearance, a Toleration or Forbearance of 


Proſecution againſt any that ſhall be found guilty 
of thoſe Offences and Crimes, contained and de- 
clared in the Reaſons of theſe Statutes, for the 
prevention whereof theſe Statutes were primarily 
intended, as the Intention of the Law. 


1. I donot mean a Forbearance of any. Perſon 
whatſoever, that ſhall by Printing, Writing, or ex- 
preſs Words, purpoſely prattiie, or go about to 
prove or pe@rſiwade any of His Majeſties Subjects, 
or any other within His Realm, to deny, or wirh- 
ſtand, or impugn His Majeſties Power in Eccleſia- 
ſtical Cauſes. There is no Nenconformiſt that hath 
written, or printed, or (that I ever heard of ) ſþo- 


5 


2. I donot mearÞ 


Ner did the N. C. 
deſire but the Tole- 
raticn of theſe that 
are tolerable, and 
the peaceable Li- 
berties of all that 
agree on Catholick 
Terms of Prinpitive 
Simplicity in Dc- 
frineWerſlitp, and 
Di{cipline. Petiti- 
a, fr Peace, Ans 
no, 1661. 


. See the Statute, JF -. 


ken,to impugn His Majeſties Power circa ſacra, but - £. Elizabeth. 


own it, as hereafter it will appear. 


2. I do not mean a Forbearance of any Perfon or Perfons.,, whethee-: 


more or fewer than five, that ſhall, have, or do 


contrive any. Inſurreftions, as Seditious Sectaries, 
or Niſloyal perſons, or any dangerous Praftices 


16 Ch.1L. c.4... 


of Seditious Sectaries, or other Diſloyal Perſons , 


<< © 
.- 


Vid. Statate of 


who under Pretence of tender Conſcierices, have or may at their Mec-- 
tings contrive Inſurretions ; or that make but a pretence of Religious: 
Exerciſes, to carry on any ſuch Intentions. "The above explained - Nor- 
confermiſts will heartily ſubfcribe to this. 


ciſes, but upon no Seditious Deſign, thoir is otherwiſe interpreted, con-. 
trary to the declared end of the Law. | 
2. The Perſons to be forborn, are ſuch Preachers. and Teachers, as. 


never kept Conventicles, or Meetings, making thoſe Religious Exerciſes - 


a pretence only, When the Deſign was Rebellion, Sedition, or laſufrecti-. 
on ; as never taught any ſuch pernicious Doctrine to ſuch a wicked 
end,. but that have taught and. hold the contrary, performing Rehgious 
Exerciſes for Religious ends ; and both they that hear them, and they 
that entertain them, ſhould be forborn. 

4. By Forbearance, I meana total Forbearance of all the Penalties, 
which they have incurred upon their Perſons and their Eſtates.'T he mer- 
ciful Indulgence of the Government, and many over-ruling Providences 


concurring, have given them Advantages, and boldneſs to meet _ 
OPeNIy.. 


Againſt theſe Contrivers the- 
Lawis beat, and not againſt ſuch as are in earneſt for Religious I'xers-- 
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openly and in greater Numbers,than they did before, than they conld or 
would have done. If now there ſhall be a ſevere Proſecution againſt 
them, the Priſons will fill in many places, their Fines amount above 
their Eſtates ; there will be neither Diſh nor Spoon, Stool! nor Fed left 
for their Wives and Children ; no, nor a Friend of their way left in the 
Land, in a Condition to rel ere them. It is the ready way to fill many 
places in the Land with "Tears and Cries, Peggary and Miſery, ſuch as 

, no good Proteſtant can behold without a Sympathy. 'T his is no better 
than to forbear a Creditor till the Intereſt grows toa great Sum,and then 

- ſeize upon all he hath, enter upon his Land, and drive his Catrtel, &c. 
this is Mercy, till Offences grow big for a hiige Severity; Mercy patent, 
for latent Juſtice, to give rhem time to gather Fleſh, and then to devonr 
them. If the Rooks, the Informers, thofe Birds of Prey, hope to fleſh 
.. themſelves by picking the bones of the Nonconformiſts,it ſhould go againit 
. the ſtomack of every true Gentieman, not to.fay, Merciful Chriſtian. If 
. they muſt be ſupprelt, *give them notice of it; do not kill them in cold 
_-Blood, after Quarter given them. To make the Caſe familiar ; There 
are a Company of honeſt, quiet People live about me, they were once 
in good Faſhion and Reputation, but are now fallen in the World's 
. danger , and are forced to be beho!den to their Friends ; they live in 
my Mannor, and have treſpafſed upon-me, againſt the orders of it. 1 

. thought it hard to trouble them,or ſeverely to gather my Amerciaments, 
for they were honeſt Men, and of my Religion too for the main, they 
were good Proteſtants in their way. I never heard of any Riots among 
..them,or Hl Deſigns that could be prev'd againſt any of them;when others 
wereat their Paſtimes,they were at their Prayers,& were laborious, while 
others that had more of the World, took more Pleaſiire; and they know 
that if I had been ſevere with them for every Treſpaſs,they had not had 
a Cow or Cows keeping,not a Sheep or a Pig;and now they have well a- 
bout them,and 1 am refolved,l will make them pay all the Amerciaments 

. of my Court, for every Treſpals ; they ſhall have neither Cow,nor Sheep, 
. nor Houle to ſleepin in my Mannor,[ll make them pay,orly in Priſon, 
. or fly the Land ; for they are a dangerous ungrateful People: for when 
I ſtand for a Parliament-Man, or deſire their Votes for my Friend, there 
is not a Man will appear for me; wor, are all for them that are againſt 
2 Popiſh Succetlor,and for uniting of Proteltants, and ſuch things as the/e-; 
"They are croſs to me; what I abhor, they approve ; when I addreſs, 
they refuſe to ſubſcribe. Well, bur Sir, I beſeech you be merciful to them; 
and if you willhave all your Town to tein all things of your Mind, give 

. them notice firſt, or elie it will be ſaid you forbore them theirleſſer Fines, 
ri!l they grew toa great Sum. 1beſeech yon, do not fo by them , 
| but 
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: but be, as-emcxciful to, them, 25 you are to othex. kind. of Sinners... 


7 ] $57 | 3: 
Fifchly; The, Limitation of the Queſtion -is, untill fuch times as our 
Gracious King and Parliament, in time to-come, ſhall take the Stateof 


* thedivided Proteſtanty into their Mature 'Conlideration,,' We may ratio- 
_nally hope we, {hall have a. Pardiament from our King, , who hath ofren 


declared his Reſolution to have frequentParliaments 3' we hope. it will be 
a free Parliament 3 I do rot mean free from force or violence upon Men's 
Perſons, but violence upon their Reaſons by Drunkennels, with its ſhame- 
ful Antecedents and: Eficts. And it ever -we have ſuch” EleGtions, we 
ſhall picch ypon' ſuch Men, 45.long as theze,.are any to-be found, | that. are 
Men of Loyalty  to-the King, and Government, of ,Edates and Quality, 
that axe tres from Temptation! to get by diſhonourable Arts,and that have 
too much to' give .away from themſelves, and the Frecholders that chooſe 
them. A Proteſtant People will ele&t Proteſtant Repreſentatives, abd 
ſuch as have a reſpec co-Proteliant Diffenters, inthings that may be fpazed 
without hurt to Religion, or infringement of Goverament 5 much {cls a 
change, and that as they are Natives, Relatives,. peaceable and;pious.good 
Men. It cannot be thought,that they'that would exclude Poperywill leave 
a Breach among, our ſelves for it to enter in at 3 our lafi Parliaments » have 
declared their Inclinations by their votes, and from what they:have done, 
we may gueſs at what they will do, .if God give-themtime.;. And there 
mult be a depth in Policy deeper than Men of a ſhoxt; Line can fathom, or 
a great miſtake, that thoſe Gentlemen and Magiltrates that are bent to 
ſuppreſs our Conventicles, ſhould aR& with ſuch a Spirit now, when they 
have declared who, and what they are for. Is this the way to gain the 
Body. of the Nation to chooſe them, or thoſe they aftedt, into a next/Par- 
liament, when it is viſible what Intereſt they ſerve, by diſobliging the Pro- 
tcſtant Nonconformiſts, and giving notice to the Church, and Conforming 
Proteſtants, that they cannot be ſafe from them, that ſuppreſs, if not cut off, 
as many as they can of the ſame Faith and Worſhip for Subſtance,for thoſe 
Differences, that need not be, if Condeſcention and Love might but co 

4n Faſhion ? | | | 

; The Controverſy between the C hurch and them 
is not yet determined, but there is this good of late 
got by the Heat of Writings that both ſides have Pref. zo Unreſonab, of 
declared their Minds more treely than heretofoxe z Separat. Rev. Mr. Bax- 
and there are Propoſals made by both fides, which ter, Mr. Humphrey, 


The Rev. Dr.Stilling. 


if they cannot be univezſally admitted; yet from Mr: Lobb. | 


As the 
Parlia- 


the rude Draughts of a Building, wiſe Men may 
agree upon the Frame, by adding, taking away, and compoling, 
: D 
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Parliament made the' Laws out of Love to the Church, and they will not 
do 3 Magiſtrates out of Love to the Church, ſhould abſtain from Proſecu- | 
tions fora time, and be patient for a while, except they ſaw, what no | 
Man can ſee, that lives nearer to them than their Informers, any more cauſe } 
of Suppreſſion by 'any contrived dangers, either to Church or State, than 
when they are falt afteep in their Beds; If you have juſt cauſe to fear their 
Principles, diſarm them of their Kniver3 but choſe that know them beteer 
than their Enemies, or your Inforrmers, do think no more Danger like to 
ariſe from their Principles, than there was againſt the'King and moſt fa- 
vourable Parliament, from their Preparations for Rebellion, Areall the | 
Nonconforming Preachers oft a fudden turned Jeſuits ? is their Faith turned 
into FaQtion ? havethey ſubmitted their Scriptures and their Senſes to ar 
Infallible Guide ? acknowledged- in him the power of both Swords, and 
liſted themſelves under his conſecrated Banners? Are all their Children 
Males ? Are all their Infants in a few Months grown up to be above fx- 
reen-Years'6f Age, fit for Arms ? Are their Wives and Daughters become 
Amazons 7? How many thouſands can they make ? Where are their Ren- 
dezyoure, their Maſters,” their Lifts, their Magazines? where are their 
Generals?” Who are their Correſpondents, and Confederates abroad ? The 
difircſſed perfecuted Proteſtants of France! Ar2 they fortifying their Barns | 
and Meeting-Places? or ready to march and take the Field ? Why are we # 
not all-in Arms for fear of them, if the Danger be ſo great from their ? 
Aemblies! Abftain' from theſe Men for a little time, and let not their } 
Flight be in Winter, or on the Sabbath-Days. If you will not forbear cill 
ſuch a time, one thing I hope and look for, that when you drive their Cattle, Þ! 
or offer their Goods to fale, you will tind no Buyers3 or if you ſend them * 
to the Goals, their Keepers and Fellow Priſoners may become true Converts, 
and that you that ſend them thither may fetch them out. 


But F muſt not forget my Arguments to prove the Afﬀfirmativeof the ' 
Queſtion, That ic is better the Execution of the Laws ſhould be forborn 
againſt Proteftant Difſcnters, than urged or countenanced, 

I have laid the Queſtion in a Comparative,and affirm it is better,eFe., The 
Comparative doth ſuppoſe a Poſitive 3 'iF I can prove that it is not good to * 
execute the Penal Laws upon Difſenting Proteſtants, then: it will follow © 
@. fortiore &+ majore, that it is better they ſhould be ſpared than puniſhed, | 

The Argument runs thus. | 

K is not good to execute the Laws upon Diſſenting Proteſtants; therefore 
It js better to forbear their-Execution, than put them in'Execution, 

The Propoſition is to be proved by an Enumeration of the Laws, that 


Men axe preiling upon them. E 
I, f 7 
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1, It is not good to execute the Statate of 35th of Q. Elizab. which 
they who. are in danger are threatned with. That which the whole Par- 
liament thought, dangerous to the whole Proteſtant Intereſt in England, 
and did, as far in them lay, diſannul ( a Bill being prepared to be figned 
by his Majeliy) ſhould not be thought yood or fit to be executed upon one 
part of\Proteſtants, by ſome particular Juſtices of the Peace, and the irreli- 
gious, covetous Information of a ſorry fort of Men. The loſs of that Bill 
was judged fo great a loſs to the Nation of Proteſtants, that the next Parli- 
ament made diligent Inquiry into the Cauſes of that dangerous Fruſtra- 
tion, of what was thought as much for the Preſervation of Proteftants 
from Baniſhment by Abjuration, as for the Preſervation of our Bodies from 
burning by the Act de Heretico comburendo. But if this Argument be not of 
force againit them, that can handle a Sword better, or tign a Warrant, 
than anſwer an Argument, or that will not be reaſoned out of a Refolutionz 
it may receive ſome further Strength by this further Enumeration 3 
1. The impartial Execution of that Statute,will be ill for all the Papiſts 
in the Land, that, owning the Supremacy of the Pope, do impugn the 
King's in Cauſes Eccleſialtical, and have abſented from Common=Prayer. 
They muſt abjure the Realm: and truly a little reſpet to Nonconformiſts, 
becanſe they are not Papiſts, but Proteſtants; ſhould dire our Magilirates 
to begin with the Papiſtr, and try, if by ridding | 
the Land of Papifts, the Stifneſs of the Diſſenters That A war made 


may not bend towards Conformity. But to be= upon the Dangers the 


gin with Proteſtants, and leave the Enemies of the Kingdom was in from 
King and Church to ſtay behind them, that have the Papiſts, as appears 
' potent Confederates, .is not (afe, nor kind, and re- -by the Debates of the 

ſpective to Proteſtants. * great Stater-men in 

2. It will be ill for thouſands of them that go that Parliament bere- 
under the Name of Proteſtants of the Church of after quoted, p. 75. 
England, that may be proved not to have been at 
Common- Prayer in the Church or Chappel, or place where Common- 
Prayer is wont to be made. To proſecute Proteſtants that preach,' or are 
preſent at Religious Duties, tho not after the manner of the Liturgy, and 
to ſpare them that are oftner preſent at a Coffee-Houle or Tavern, than at 
any Worſhip of God, is too partial a Proceeding, and argues little kindneſs 
to Religion, by ſhewing more to them that wear a Name of Religion, and 
rot ſo much as a Cloak of Religion beſides. | | 

3. It is not for the King's Honour, Profit, or Safety, and therefore it 
is not good, that a general Riddance ſhould be made of all Difſenters, both 
Papiſt and Proteſtant, out of the Land by Abjuration, when the Papiſts have 
many Friends that can furniſh them with Arms, to make their way back 

D 2 again, 
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2gain, with ſome Armies and Auxiliary Forces,” to 'help them to pull | 


down the Church of England, and ſet up. what King they plecaſe,.- 


4» It cannot be good for the Church of England, 1 mean the ſevere and | 
© rigorous tempered | 


en, who will multiply Enemies againſt them, when 
they ſee that Severitics are uſed upon good SubjeRts 3 and the moderate 
and ſenſible Part of the Church will be gricved, to ſce their Brethren in 
the Faith drawn out hrli for Sacrihce. | 


5. It cannot be good for thoſe Gentlemen, who have expreſf{d their. | 
diſlike of our 1 | Parliaments, and that hope foranother, and labour to. | 


be in it themſelves, when the whole Nation fee and know how friendly 


they are to the Popiſh Party, how hard to believe as much as a Popiſh Plot z. | 
and have, as ſoon as pothb!y they can, after.their Thanks to the King for i 


his Ruling by Laws, declared what Laws they are ready to execute... Can 
they thick that any,beſid.s a terrihed ſervile Dependent Partof the Nation, 


will vote for them,or their Friends Intereſt ? That therefore which is good: | 
tor none, ought not to be executed by any 3 and none will, but ſuch as | 


arc reſolved agaiaſt all Reaſon, and the highett Wiſdom, — 
The other two Laws are dircaly againli Proteſtant-Diſſenters, 
Secondly 3. It is-not good to execute the Five-Mile Adt upon them. 


7. It is not a righteous thing to execute. that Law upoh them, excepr- 


they are guilty of that Crime, tor which the L1w doth principally-and 
mainly provide. The Crimes recited in that Act, are, * Whereas they 
* conformed not, &c. nor made the Declaration in the-A@ of Uniformity, 
* but ſettled themſclvcs in Corporations, taking occaſion thereby to inftil 
* the Principles of Schiſm and Rebellion into the Hearts of His Majeſty's 
* Subjects, to the great Danger of the Church and Kingdom. This is 


the pretended Miſchict, againii which that Ac was mide; and if fo, then. 
it cannot with any Juſtice be executed, but upon fuch as have ſowed- 


thoſe Principles: 1f fuch have been, no Favour' is asked for them. Bur 
who comes out to- prove, that any Nonconformiſt Preacher. hath.inftilled 
ſach Principles ?- If ſome have, why ſhould thoſe that have not, ſuffer 
as if they had ? If ſome have, find them out 3. if all have, ſpare none 3 if 
none have, why ſhould any ſuffer ? If they-bave, thoſe Prisciples are very 
weak and ineffeQtua)l, have had many Years to work in; and yet, for the 
honour of the Religion which they profeſs, no RebeNion hath been as 
much as moved. Was their Nonconformity a Crime ? they patiently bore the 
Sentence of the Law. Theirliviog in Corporations could be no Crime ; 
their preaching Orthodox Doftrine could do no hurt to Church or State 3 
their not taking that Oath, was no greater Crime in them, than in all the” 
Lords and Commons, who then and fince have argued againlt it, and 
oppoſed it.. To inſtill the Principles cf. Schiſm and Rebellion, muſt be- 

| the- 
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the Crime 3- now if none of them'have beer guilty of chat Indiillation, it 
is not good, becauſe not juſt, to execuce'the Laws upon them, 

2. It is 'not good to execute that Law upon  Diſſenting Proteſtants, 
which at hiſt making was promoted by Men Popiſhly inclined, and ſince 
appeared to be Papiſtr, and was never executed but in favour of Popery, 
and was oppoſed by Loyal Proteſtints,. 1 know not in what Rank of Pro« 
teſtants to place him, with whom this Argument is weak, except among 
thoſe good-natured Prozeſtantr, that have ſerved the Popiſh Deligns. Who 
were the Promoters of it, but Sir Thomas Clifford, (ſince Lord Treaſurer, 
and a profeſſed Papiſt ) Sir Solomon Swale, and 
Sir Koger (or Tho.) Strickland, that ſince appeared Growth: of. Popery, 
tobe.Papiſts 7+ Who-more oppoſed ic,than the wiſe ander the Name of An» 
and Loyab Earl of Soutbampron, Lord Treaſurer, drew Marvel, Eft. 
Earl of Shaftsbary, who ſ-ented the Popilh Plot, 
and purſued it before many were aware 3 the Lord Wharton, and others, 
hrim to the Protettant Intereſt ? Take the good Sence of an Honourable 
Member of the Parliament- at Weſtminſter, in the - - ©». | 
Debate of the-Bill for uniting Proteſtants.” * Bur Decemb. 21, :16$0.. 
© ſuppoſe we ſhould follow. this Advice, and make Exact Colleft. of De-- 
new Laws, and require a ſevere Execution of the bates, p. 211, 212.. 
© old; how can you imagine, that as long as the 
© Popiſh Intereſt is ſo prevalent, the Execution of ſuch Laws ſhall be.con-- 
* ticucd longer, than may- be ſubſervient to the Interelt of that Party ?- 
© Have wenot had a ſad Experience of this? Hath the Oxford AR, or that 
© of the 35th of Q:Elizab:1h,or any other againſt Difſenters,been executed 
© in fay. ur of-the Church ? ( norte this, all that think it a Service to the 
*Church.) Ate not the Diſſenters as many, if not more now-than ever ?— 
©And is there any thing more vilible, than theſe Laws have been made 
© uſe of to ſerve the Popiſh Intereſt, or, as Engines rather for the Aﬀairs of 
© the State, than the Church. — If the Oxford A, and other-Adts againſt 
© Diſſenters, were projettcd in favour of the Proteſtant Religion, it was trange 
© they were ſo much promoted ( as many Members now here, who did 
© ſerve in thoſe Parliaments, do remember ) by Sir Tho. Clifford, Sir Solomon- 
© Swale, and Sir Roger Strick{and, who have ſince appeared to be Papiſts. 
*— Sir, I am afraid the Name of the Charch hath been ſtrangely made- 
© uſe of to bring in Popery, &&c, Upon which, Reſolved, that the faid Bill be: 
*committed upon the Debate of the Houſe for uniting Proteſtants. 

The laſt A& to be executed, is that of 22-Ch..II. c. 1+ Seditious Conven- 
ticles prevented and ſuppreſſed, * The Perſons againſt whorn it is levelled, 
© are deſcribed to be Seditious SeRaries, Diſloyal Perſons; who ( Hypo-- 
*crites) under pretence of tender. Conſciences, have or may contrive. 

IaſurreRtions, 
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Inſurre&tions. Concerning this Acts let us obſerve the Time when it was 
enacted 3 it was Anno 1670. Since which time, we may not paſs over, | 
without loſs to the Argument, how the Thoughts of our Governours | 
and Law-makers have turned toanother pointz and that very Parliament, | 
which was obſerved for a very great part of it to be young Gentlemen, # 
growing older, grew more cool and moderate towards differing Proteftants, 
and more ſuſpicious of Popery, and the more reſolute they grew in main- 
taining Property, and the Proteſtant Religion, and to break the Arms and | 
Legs of growing Popery, the more temperate they grew towards the Non- | 
conformiſts : Not to take any Strength from his Majeſty's Declaration of | 
March 15. 167+, becauſe it ſeemed to tend to the Propagation of Popery, | 
and wasrecalled upon the Parliaments Repreſentation,altho ſome wiſe Pro» ; 
teſtant Stateſmen thought that Declaration would be a Kindneſs to Diſ- 
ſenters, and no greater Injury to the Church: and Proteſtant Religion, 
from Popery, than they received by Popery, growing apace under the Be- 
nignity of a Connivance and Favour of great Men, Not to take hold of | 
this, to ſhew that the King thought fit to mitigate the Rigor of that Law, | 
the very next Year after ic was enacted, , That which gives Strength to - 
my Argument is this, That at the next Meeting of the Parliament, which 
began February 24. 1672, an AG paſled againtt the Papiſts, and a Bill + 
was preſented by the Houſe of Commons to the Lords, in favour of Diſ- | 
{enting,and for uniting |'roteſtants,which (as ſome that have as much rea= ! 
{on to know as any who write) would have paſſed,if they had had timeto | 
fit 3 and from that time, that long Parliament, who had made the AR a- * 
gainſt Conventicles, how reſolute ſoever they were againſt an Indulgence, 
Feb. 15. 1662 3 they ſaw the Incompatibility between the Execution of 
their own Law,.and the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, and ſaw # 
a Neceſſity of uniting Proteſtants, at the ſame time, when they ſaw our * 
encrezling Dangers from the Increaſe of Pop-ry. And our ſeveral Parlia- # 
ments fince have reaſoned upon the ſame Principles and Foundations, once © 
again, ſo far as to commit a Bill to unite all Proteſtants, And now I {| 
have prepared my felt for this Argument 3 it is not well done, and-cannot | 
be good for the Church or Kingdom, ( and if not good to them, it ſhould 
not be thought good by Proteſtants ) which that very Parliament that 
made the Ac, and many other Parliaments, thought not good for the 
Church and Kingdom. For ſome particular Magiſtrates, upon the Infor- 
mation of ſome ſelt-ſeeking Informers, to execute the Laws againſt the 
Sence of the Legiſlators, who ſhould (and certainly did) beſt know what 
was for our good, is to oppoſe a private Opinion toa publick Deliberatj- 
on, and a private Spirit- againſt a publick. That 1 may draw theſe 
Reaſonings to a Concluſion, it is not a due Execution of the Laws, 


EXCept 


* isExccution upon Perſons not intended by the Law, and for preaching 
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except It be upon the Perſons, and to the ends intended in the Laws, 
But if you would execute the Laws upon the proper Obje&s, you mu't 
execute them upon Seditious Sedtaries, diſloyal Perſons, very Hypocriter,that do 
under pretence of Religious Exerciſes, inftil Prineiples of Schiſm and Rebellion 
into the Minds of the King's Subjefts, The Law goes upon ſuch a Suppoſiti- 
on, and to prevent ſuch Miſchiefs 3 but if there be no ſuch Meetings, to 
ſuch a Tendency,there are no Perſons that deſerve ſuch Executions: If. 
there be, let them be tryed , if there be not, of all times, is there no time 
but this, for Proteſtant Magiltrates to go upon the Information of Infor- 
mers, to give Countenance to a Scandal, that Proteſtant Diſſenters, are as 
pernicious to the Government, as condeferated Papiſts ? And that Prote- 
ftants ſhould a contrary to their Principles, contrary to their Intereſts, to 
bring certain Ruine upon Themſelves, Families, and Friends, without any 
the leaſt hope of Relicf,or mending their Condition! A Gamie indeed ! 
to ſet Informers to find a Hare, when they ſhould run down the Fox, 

If this be not to ſin againſt Love to Proteſtants, becauſe of ſome Omiſli- 
ons, or againſt Knowledg, it is ſin againſt Senſe, and many Years Expe- 
rience, If you do really believe, and can prove by full and honeſt Evi- 
dence, that ſuch Men have preached ſuch.Dodtrines, take thern as Tray- 
tors, and never proceed againſt them as Diſſenters, for preaching in a 
manner different. from the Liturgy. 

Theſe Arguments proceed from conſideration of the Laws, andare but 
my firſt Head of Arguments. 

The ſecond fort of Arguments is drawn from the Fac, for which the 
Diſfenters are to ſuffer. 

The Crime, prima facie, is preaching in a manner. different from the 
Church of England, and not according to the Liturgy, to numbers above 
Four, beſides the Houſhold, This is the Fat. The Proof of it, is ci- 
ther by Confeſſion of the Parties, which we will not ſuppoſe, or the No- 
toriouſne(s of the Fat, which needs further proof 3 itall' depends upon 
the Oaths of. two Witneſſes. What do they depoſe ?* They (who per- 
haps know not what an Oath is, nor what a Sin Perjury is) depoſe, That 
A. B. preached at ſuch a time or times, in. ſuch a place or places, to ſuch' 
numbers, againſithe Statute. But what if the Preacher preached true 
DodGrine? exhorted to Peace and Holineſs, Obedience, Juſtice, . Mercy'3 
and not one word tending to Schiſm or-Rebellion ? * What if the Perſon 
be a. Loyal Subje&t?Thefe things are out of the Queſtion,out of the Depo- 
ſition, But if theſe Witneſfes cannot depoſe,that ſuch'a Preacher is a DiC- 
loyal Perſon, his Preaching to be to in(tjl Schiſm or Rebellion, or to move 
to InſurreRion z then if the Execution be according to the Depoſition, it 


nor 
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not forbidden by the Law 3 for the Law forhidsnot preaching,” but to fuch 
an end. There 1s one Catching Circumſtance, It wasabove the Lepl 
Number : But yet one would think that that ſhould not be'a Crime, ex- 


cept Rebellion and InſurreQtion be the intention of the Perſon, and the ? 


effec of the Thing. - For many, for five hundred to hear a good Sermon, 
in a peaccable manner,is in it ſelf no Crime » the Number,and the Preach- 


ing muſt be to an ill Delign, in the Intention of the Law : For it were Þ 
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impious to forbid Preaching in it ſelf. The Evil of it mult be in the evil of | 


the Matter,and evil of the Defign 3 and by Conſequence, only fuch Preach- ? 
ing, and ſuch Nambers, are liable to the Penalty, that is,ofa deftruQtive or 
offenſive Deſign 3 unleſs you puniſh for Preaching, which is good, ſepa- 7 


rate rom the Deſign, as Evil. This premifed, my Argutnent is this 3 
It is not 


bellion or Sedition, as if they were the higheſt Criminals in a Kingdom, 
But to iſſue out Warrants, and execute them upon Perſons, when 
nothing is proved againſt them, but what is good and not prohibited by 


the Law, as evil in it ({elf, ( but only as Evil, when direRed ro an" evil | 


end and deſign) is to puniſh ſuch Perfons, that have not preached, nor 


heard Rebellion and Scdition, as if they were the higheſt Criminals in a 
Kingdom : therefore it is not good, but evil, to puniſh them for what | 


they do. 


. To puniſh a Fat, that in the Intention ofthe Perſons, or nature of the | 


Thing, hath no tendency to Miſchief, to be prevented by the Law, is 


not good but evil; becauſe the Execution is not dire&ed to the end of $3 


the Law, and by Conſequence it is no legal Execution, 
But to execute the Law for prywrom, + and hearing, upon Preachers and 
Hearers, whoſe preaching and hearing 


is not good, but evil. 
The Minor is proved from the Peaccablenefs of the Nonconformiſts, 
Piety of their Principles, from the many Years Experience and Effects 3 
and ſeditious,or rebellious, or ſchiſmatical matter, axe not the things'ſ\worn 
againſt them, nor can be ſworn, but , preaching to ſuch Numbers, and 
hearing in ſuch Numbeis, -and.in a manger differeat from the Church of 
Ewzgland, which may be, and yet not iff, and may not be o for all the In- 
formers know 5 .it ſerves their. turn to hear a Voice, and to ſee ſuch Per- 
ſons met together, Sis rt DO IND | 
-; Ob. But the Law Torhids ſuch Men'to preach, as conform not, ſwear 
not, and in ſuch. maner, and toluch numbers of Perſons: If the Laws 
be good, (it is good to execute them, — | - 
Anſir, 


ood but evil, to puniſh well doing, as if ic were evil doing 3 | 
and to.puniſh Preachers and Hearers, that never preached nor heard Re- | 


ath no evil tendency to Sedition, | 
Rebellion, InſurreQion, or Schiſm, is ſuch an Execution. Therefore it | 


z 
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Anſw. The Law forbids ſuch Men, as are ſeducing Seftaries, diſloya* 
Perſons, to ſuch an end, as was often named, And ſuch Perſons, and ſach 
Religious Ads, abuſed to a wicked end and purpoſe, and none elſe. If the 
Perſons are not ſuch, nor the Keligious Exerciſes ſo abuſed to ſuch wic- 
ked purpoſes, then you muſt hold that either the Laws can, or do for- 
bid thoſe Men that are good, to do that which is good, and fo forbid ab- 
ſolutely that which is good which is to ſcandalize the Law,and them that 
made it 3 or you mult yield the Execution to be ill,vr illegal,except thoſe 
Perſons, and Actions be taken relatively to thoſe unlawful Deſigns, which 
if proved,they are Criminals of another nature ; and if it cannot be proved, 
they ought not ſo to ſuffer, as if they were what they are not. 


My third Argument is taken from the Conſideration of the Perſons, and 
of the Fas. 1. They are Proteſtants ; if ye believe me' not, try them. 
2.. They meet for Religious Exerciſes, and holy Ordinances 3 not for Se. 
dition or Rebellion, or to move any InſurreQions 3 if the contrary can be 
prov'd, I'll grieve and pray, but never plead for them. But both the one 
and the other is evident 3 that which is ſworn againſt them is neither Se- 
dition, &c, but Preaching, as was ſaid before. Hence I form my Argu- 


ment- 
It is not good, but evil, to uſe Diſlenting Proteſtents worſe than ever 


Papiſts have been uſed. 

But to ex«<cute thoſe Laws upon Diſſenting Proteſtants neither for Rebel- 
lion, nor moving Inſurrcections, is to uſe them worſe than ever Papiſts have 
been uſed, Therefore it isnot good to execute the Laws upon them. 

It is to be more rigorous towards our Brethren, and ſuch as agree in 
one and the ſameKing, ſame Laws, ſame Worſhip as to the ſubltance of 
Chriſt's Ordinances,. and are willing to unite, than you are towards Men 
that own another Supremacy, King, and Biſhops, are idolatrous in their 
Worſhip, and are for rooting us out, and not taking us in, without ha- 
zard of the Truth of Chriſt, and Hypocriſy, and Eternal Life. 

To puniſh Diſſeaters tor preaching, and other Exerciſes of Religion, be- 
cauſe to ſuch Numbers, and not in ſuch an uniform manner, is to puniſh 
them for Religion. It Religion be the Cloak, and Rebellion or Sedition 
be the Miſchiefs to be concealed and conveyed under it, then Religion 
is but a pretence, and that cannot excyſe them from ſuffering, which doth 
highly aggravate the Sin. But if neicher be inferred from their Principles, 
nor infuſcd into their Exerciſes, then there is no danger to the King, in 
his Life;+ Prexogative, nor Authority, If neither hath been found in any of 
them, it is not juſtly imputable to them and then, if their Preaching and 
Prayer be the Fat, for which they Ts they fuffer for that "_ ” 

aps 
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Papift ever fuffercd for alone. For the clearing of this, and proving ofit, I | 


'will diftingaiſh Punifhments, ito Capital, and Pecuniary on Rea). No Pa- 


piſt, whether Prieſt or Lay-man, ever ſuffered Death in England for Reli- | 
gion, but for Treaſon 3 and their fore-aed Conſpiracies and Treaſons, | 


conſtrained Queen Elizabeth and King Fames, to make Laws for thetr 
: own preſervation. This is proved by King Famer, 
V4. Torturam Torti. and all-our Proteſtant Writers againſt the Papifis 3 


per. Ip. Ciceſtrienſem. 1 need not quo'e particulars: This is particularly 


Bp.Andrews p.145, proved in a particular Treatiſe, penned by the dire- 


146, 147. Rions of the Lord Tre :ſurer Burleigh; as the lcarn- | 
* The Execution of Fu- ed Publiſher of the Collection of ſeveral Treaties, 


ftice in England, not tells us in his Epiſtle, concerning the Reaſons and 


for Religion, "but for Occafionsof the ® Penal-Laws. And what is there | 
Treaſon, proved, is acknowledged by the Secular Prielis # 


Reprinted at Lon- 1601, in their Important Conſiderations, But if our 
don, 1675, Nonconformiſts ſhould be proſecuted upon the 35th 
of Eliz, if they will not conform upon their three 

months Impriſonment, they muſt abjure the Realm 3..and it they go not a- 
way,or return without the King's leave, it is Felony, and that is Capital. 
Andifit be Nonconformity, it goes under the name of Conſcience, and for 
Religion, without any guilt, or proof of Sedition or Treaſon 3 and fo they 
will ſuffer for Religion, and for no other but the Proteftant Religion, what 
Papifts never did but for Treaſon. And the Queen palt over many jultiti- 
able occaſions, of an earlier ſeverity : The Supremacy of the Pope was a 


_tender point of jealouſy, and a trial of the Queen's Patience 3. but ſhe was. | 


not kindled by it, but ſuffered many that were in that point ror the Pope, 
and again(t Her, to enjoy their Etiates, and Honourable Liberty, with 
Men of as great Quality as themſelves, or in their own houſes. Dr. Heath, 
Arch biſhop of Terk, and Chancellor to Queen Mary, enjoyed his Eſtate, 
and Liberty in his own Houſe till his Death. Dr. Poole Riſhop of Canterbu- 
ry, Dr. Tonſta! of Dra:ſm, Dr. White of Wincheſter, Dr. Oglethorp of Carliſle, 
Dr. Thirlby of Ely, Ur. Watſon of Lincoln, were not prefled with any Ca- 
pital Pain, tho they maintained the Pope's Authority againſt the Laws of 
the Realm :and ſome omg as you may fee it in the atoreſaid Colle- 

| - * ion, 1ft Treat. p. ro, 11. and acknowledzed by the 
—_— Conf at- Secular, Prieſt *while hex Majeſty and the bis 
dba ta * dealt with the Catholicks, as you have heard (which 
* was full cleytn years, not one Carbolick, being called in queition of his 
© Life, for his enceall'that ritne.) Confider how ſome of our Pro- 
* feffion proceeded With thern. ' Her Highneſs had ſcarcely fel: the Crown 
*warm upon her Head, biit t'was challenged from her by ſome of her 
* Neighbours, as Mr. Saunders tiotcth, &c. p. 55. Let 


as Aa i ce as 


nn 2. 4A©5. © ES. 


for the Nonconfopuilts, 27 


Let us pals from Capital to Pecuniary Mulds, and compare them. Cf 
all the Laws againſt Popiſh Recuſants, none feems moxe to puniſhthem 
for Religion,than their not coming to Church,and their ſaying or being pre-' 
ſent at Maſs; and the Fines impoſed for thoſe Acts of theirs, The Forteiture 
upon him that ſaith Maſs, is 200 Marks, and a - 

Years Impriſonment > upun him that willingly , Ann,23d.Eliz.c.1, 
hearcth Maſs 1co Marks, and Impriſonment for 

a Year 3 for not repairing to Common-Prayer, 20 1, every Month, and 
torbearing to come within twe've Months, ſhall be bound in a Bond of 
2001. to the good Behaviour But belides the Idolatry of the Maſs, theſe 
Laws do not proceed againlt the Maſs, as an Ido- 

latrous Worſhip, * and as it is Religion 3 but as * Nemini poteſt eſſe 
there is Treaſon againl(t the Government in that obſcurum, Leges que 
Worſhip. For the Maſs is celebrated by a Prieſt, feruntur, was que 
and a Prieſt receives his Ordination from the dicuntur hic apud nos 
Church of Rome, and is a fubjc& to the Pope's # Recuſantes, ferri & 
Supremacy,acknowledyes his Juriſdiction,and de- dici non Religionis cau- 
nics the King's in Eccleliaſiical Aﬀairs, There ſa mere, ſed mixtz; 
never was any Treaſon without a Priett in it, (nor mixte cum mala Mente 
Maſs without a Prielt), ſays Bp. Calton. The very & Fide in Principem ; 
Form of Submiſſion enjoined to all them that con- nec niſi in Recxſantes 


| form to our Laws, and c: me toCommon-Praycr, Bullators, Tor. Tor. 


doth evidence this Truth.—And do acknowledge p. 132, 133. 

© and teliify in my Conſcience, that the Biſhops or 

© See of Rome hath not, nor ought to have any 35th Elizc 2. 
© power or Authority over Her Majeſty, or within 

*2ny of Her Majcitics Realms and Dominions &c, 

But our Nonconformifts, will willingly renounce the Papal JuriſdiRion, 
and own the King's Supremacy, and refuſe not the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy,which the Puritans of former 
times 1cfuſed not, but took. Mr. Baxter profeſſeth Vid. Bp. Andr. Tor- 
in the name of the Nonconformiſts 3 Tone Article of twr. Tort, P» 110. & 
© Religion for the Power of Kings and Obedience 379. — Profitentur, 
© of Subjes, we need not tranſcribe, but do con- ſubſcribunt, jurant in- 
© (ent to it3 ſo we do to the Canons, which require dies. 
© the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, and an- 
© ſwerable Obedience to all the Homilies againſt Rebcllion,and for Obedi- 
© ence,and all that ever we found to be for this, the publick DoGtrine of the 
© Church. Mr. Baxt. 2d Plea for the N. C.p. 86. [. 10. 

Their Worſhip is pure, but inthe ſence of Laws defective, as not be. 
ing with, or according to the Liturgy. And what manner of Proteſtants 

E a they 
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FE, let their publick. Confcſſions,. their private Writings, and their 
Aorning-Exerciſes againit Popery teſtify, Which of all.the 1800 or 2000 


Miniſters caſt out.Barthol. 1662, was ever found, or ſuſpeed to be, in any # 
Conſpiracy againſt the King or Government,- how ill ſoever they have bin | 
uſed ?. There are a reviling fort of Rake-te!] Scriblers, rhat they may find F 


but a Brand, or a Coal to {mutch.any of them with, and who tranſgrel(s the 
At of Oblirion, which the Royal Party did need, as wellas th: other de; 
torall they did witi:ouc lawful. Commiltion*,.. But fince t::c days of the 


Flood of. onfulions and Miterics, which of them all is guilty ? I write 8 
this for the honour of our Common Profcſhon, and tor rhe Glory of God | 
therein. And yer, bring them to account. upon the tive Mile Act; and F 
how many Fuurty Pounds? And upon the Act againli Conventicles, then 
Twenty pounds tor every Sermon by the Preacher.,, and T'wemy pounds | 
the Malicr of the Houſe for. every Sermon the brit time, ans Forty pounds | 
the ſecond, and atterwards for every ſuch Offence Forty Pounds &c How # 
highly will two Sermons a day amount ! and five ſhillings a time to every 


Hearer, &c, And-it is enacted that. the Law be contiraed moi largely 
and benchicially for the. ſuppreſſion of.them.. Our Jaſtices have need of 
Mercy ! andfor Encouragement- to- the unskilfal Juttice, no advantage 


ſhall be raken for any default in any Form, or Proceedings. The Law by | 
this ſecurity and indempnity hath been very mercitul to many Jultices, not 
trained up in the Formalitics of the Lawz by wey of recompence,Jet thern 


be the more mercifut ta the many honeſt Offenders, that worſhip God 
in Chriſt with their beſt Judgment, or upon involuntary Miltakes, 


My laſt poſitive Argument ſhall be this, and I'appeal to any Man of 
diſcerning, whether upon the firſt h:aring of it, he de not taken with it, it Þ 


It is not good. (no Man can fay,it is goo1) to exccute the Laws witha : 
like heavy hand upon all,and every Offender, without making a difference | 


between one Man and another, between one offer.ce and another, 
There may be a conſiderable difference between one Preacher and aho» 


ther, one Hearer and another, one place, aud one time and another, But 


the. Penalty ſweeps all before it. 
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Obj.. The Law makes them all alike,thcrefore the Executioner muſt a | 


by the Lawz the Ballance is out of, and not in his hand. 
Anſw.- True. but-how.? ſtill -upon ſuppoſition of. the evil Intention, 


criwhat was the Cauſe cr Reaſon of the Law, and then Iconfeſs, the 1 


Puniſhment is but modcrate, upon the leatt and wezkeli Infuler of Rebel- 
lipn, or Mover of Iafurrction. 


Jylice is impartial; but never ſo impartial, as not to examine Circum--þ 


taves; with. make: an alteration, or:difference between- Things-and 


Pcrſois, 
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Perſons. Crimes have their Mitigations as well as Appravations 32rd 
Judges will weigh them before they proceed to Sentence, and temper 
Jadgment with Mercy 3 it moves a compaſſionate juſt Judg-to pronounce 
a deſerved Sentence. The Juſtices are to require the Execution of theſe 
Penal Laws, but with no diltiaQtion, and no more-Mercy,than the hun- 
gry Informer, who perhaps hath waſted his ſmall Fortune in a ſinful way, 
and aCts upon no better Principle than Covetouſne(s, and Anger againſt 
Re'igion, which he never Joved ſo -well, as to practiſe, norever learned 
ſo far as the Church-Catechiſm. S-i1f) 

Muit a Loyal, Le-rned, Laborious Preacher, that preacheth the greatelt 
Truthsof the Goſpel, and preacheth Holineſs and Peace with the greateſt 
Fervour,that ncver taught any Defcion,but from the Prince of Darkneſs, 
and the Law in. the Members 3 that perſwades Men to be reconciled:to 
God, to take Chrill's Yoke, to learn of him 3 which whoſoever doth, 
deſerveth the elicem of the beſt of Men ? ' Mult ſuch a Preacher pay ſo 
dearly for ſpending his Days, and Strength, and Pains, todo good to 
Souls, to mend an evil World ? ard no Confi 'eration had either to his 
Metit, S undneſs of Judgment, Holineſs of Lite, . Peaccableneſs of 'Be- 
haviour 3 but he mult ſuffer as if he was a dangeroits Novice, aCo rup- 
ter of Manners, and a Sower of Tares ? Nv reſpec to his Gray+Hairs, che 
chargeableneſs of a diſeaſed Body 3 to the many chargeable Removes he 
hath madc,to the Dependence of a Family,tor Subliltence, &t. No Com- 
miſcration to the pcor-and needy! Is there no allowance for a Man-#0 
preach, where multitudes of Souls do'periſh for want of Knowleds ? and 
others hunger for the Word,and have none to guide them,butperhapsone 
that cannot guide himſelf! What ifa man ſpends his pains in « place whore 
there. are many pariſhes, that confilt of many Hamiets, and all cannot, 
that would, come to-Church,' eſpecially in Winter-:ime ? What if a good 
Man preach in a Pariſh; where are many that cannot hear-in one'place ? 
Whatifa Man take painsin a place, wh:re to many Churches there is 
not M-intainarce for one Miniſter, to live like a ftudious and ſober Man, 
ſuch as no Man will a:cept, but the young and unexpeicnced, in hopes 
of a better in time? yet ſhall there be no regard had to: theſe, or many 
more Circumſtances that made the Labours of good Men neceſſary an4 
profitable? But it is hard when that which deſerveth Thanks and En- 
couragement, (hall be rewarded © with ruineto-a Mans Ettate, toa Mans 

calth and Life, and be baited by Reproaches,as he goes to the. Juſtice, 
cr:as he is ſent tohis Uriſon ! ſo- was good Mr. Joſeph Allen uſcd. . 

I have ſtaid a great while upon the Politive betore Lam come'to one ficp:: 
of the. Comparative. . But if I-have laid the ground-work w1ll, my Come - 
parative will riſe apace, and ſtzad-firm-. Y 

* (r-- 
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For my clearer Procedure, I will lay the Comparative between two. 


1. Compare the Good you aim at by the Execution of the Laws, with | 


the Good of forbearance ot that Execution, 
2- The ſuppoſed Evil of the forbcarance, with the real Evil of the 
Execution. 


Firſt, The Good you aimat, by the Execution of the Laws, may 1 
think,be reduced to theſe Heads expreſſed in the Aﬀts of Parliament 3 for 
you cannot aim at any Good by the Execution, but that which was aimed 
at by the Laws which you execute, I will name them particularly,Firſt,For 
the preventing and avoiding of ſuch Inconveniences and Perils, as might 
happen and grow by the wicked and dangerous PraGtiecs of ſeditious Sea» 
rics and Diſloyal Perſons, by ſetling in Corporations, thereby taking occaſi- 

on to diſtil the poiſonous Princit les of Schiſm and 

Ai XvII Ch. II. Rebcllion,to the danger of the Church and King- 
Nonconformiſts reſtrai» dom. For providing ſpeedy Remedies agaialt 
ned from inhabiting growing, and dangerous Practices of Seditious 
Corporations. An. Car. SeCtarics, &c. contrive Inſurrecions (as was ſaid 
II. 22, CG: 1. before.) Theſe are the Beactits you aim at, if you 
aim according to the Law. Compare the Hilto- 

ries of the times with the Laws, and you will tind that the Nonconformiſt 
Divines, who pleaded for the Diſcipline, were not ſo branded 3 ſuch as 
Mr. Cartwright, and others of his way. But (be- 

Vid. Cambden, An- fides the Papiſts, which that Law firikes ata'fo) 
nales Eliz. Anno 1591. before that Law was made, Hacket, Arthington,and 
| Copinger, had ſhewed theraſelves 3 and what were 

they but tbrainſick, mad, ranting Phanaticks, and Blaſphemers? And 
after the Law was made, who were taken and puniſhed (as Mr. Cambden 
obſerves)but Barrow and Penry? and what did they 

Annales, An, 1593. ſuffer for,but for ſeditious Books? Barrow and his 

© Sectarics did ſow monſtrous Opinidns, condemned 

* the Church, did derogate from the Queen's Authority in Ec.lefiaſtical 
© Matters» And what danger the Queen and State 

Thank fnl Remem- were in, from the Papiſts at that time, may be ſeen 
brance of God's Mer- both in Mr. Cembden and the Reverend B. Carleton, 
ries. C. 13. both from publick Enemies, and ſecret Conſpira- 

Mr. Towne Shend's cies3 Dr. Lopez, (the Sir George Wakeman of thoſe 

Hiſtorical Colleftions of days) being then Phyſician to the Queen's Fami- 
. the 4 laſt Parljaments ly) was to poiſon the Queen. Proteſtant Princes 
of Eliz. infra p. 75- {thould beware of Jewiſh and Popiſh Phylicians. 
But 
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But Lopez ended his days at Tybiirn, he could get no further. 

What Poiſon our Nonconformiſts did infuſe into Corporations, or what 
Inſurre&ions they moved; I do not hear, nor read of any InſurreQion, 
but in the North, by ſome of the diſcontented Army, . when fruſtrated of 
their Hopes; and of Venner and that deſperate Company. Another Plot 
F-have ſomewhereread of, of Green, and other Phanatices, blown 'up and 
incenſed by the Jeſuits, to take away the King, 
and burn the City z when thoſe deluded Men The Story touched 
were engaged, the Jeſuits gave them the ſlip, by Sir H. C.. in bis 
and left them the Halter, April, +666, But Speech in Parliament. 
which of all the Nonconformift Preachers was in' OSiober 26th, 1680. 
any of thoſe Defigns? There is a difference . be- See 'in Dr. Oates's 
tween the time 'of 'making and of executing 'the Narrative, Article 34. 
Laws; Suppoſe there was apparent danger p. 22. Bedlo's Nar- 
( ſuppoſe it, which is more then 1 or others know) rative of the Fire of - 
then from Nonconformiſts ; yet if now we have London, p. 14, 15. 
the Experience of almoſt twenty Years, 'of their | 
Loyalty and Peaceablenefs, why ſhovld the Laws made-agaiuſt them that 
may be Tranſpreſſors, be executed upon them that are not Tranfgreſſors ? - 
The Law is to prevent a Fa, but the Execution follows it. The Law. 


| may proceed upon Suppoſition, and ſuſpe&ſucha thing may bez but the 


Execution goes upon proof, that ſuch a thing there was. If ſuch an Evil 
cannot be proved, why ſhould the Penalties be impoſed ? 

Now they who are urgent for the Executicn, mult hold this, That it is 
better for the King, his Kingdoms, and the Church, to puniſh the Noncon» 
formiſts according to Law, than io ſpare them. How vain and unreaſon- 
able a Propoſition and J»{gement 1s this, when we do ' plainly fee the 
King, and Kingdom, ana Church are fafe from any Conſpiracies, orill 
Deſigns, or poiſonous Infulions from any of them: Certainly if any 
City or Corporation be in danger, it is London 3 but, to God's Glory be it 
acknowledged, none of their Preachers have proved feditious. What a con- 
vincing Prout did London give of their Loyalty and Valour, in that furious - 
and aſtoniſhing lnſurrection of Venner in the City > Were not the Diſfenters 
then in Arms? and were not their Numbers great ? How: eaſy had it -been 
for them to attempt, at leaſt, any ill Deſign? but as their- Loyalty took 
up Armsz fotheir Loyalty laid them down. And, let ſome fay what 
they can, are. there atty Men more ſevere than Diſſenters, in point of Cere- 
mony, *againlt Heretical Blaſphemers, and unruly Seats ? not only as dif- 
tering from their-Models and particular -Humougs,- but as contrary.to the 
Fucdamental Principles of Religion -and Governttent ?: The ſeverity of 
'New- England and other Places, are Proots beyond denial of this Obſerva- 
tion. 
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tion, There is- not a wiſe Man, bat muſt maintain Government, -and 
fubinit to that he lives under, as far as he can without Sin 3 and Diſtra- 
Ction is an untit means to a Reformation. Excext a Man could certainly. 
forctel-who ſhall conquer, it is madneſs in any Man or Men, to move a 
War, -and by Scdition to get into the Throne, and (et up himſelf and his 
own way. When the Nonconfermiſts are fallen mad, let them be. uſed as 
ſuch 3 but while there is any Wiſdom in them, or theſe prevailing Princi- 
ples of Religion and Obedience 3 their Enemies may bely them,and labour 
to make-the malicious ſwallow as groſs things as Tranſubliantiation, things 

againſt their ſenſes; but they will contute them by 

*\Sedipio ft pueblicx their Patience, But ſuppoſe them to be overſtored 
Pacis Perturbatio;.Cal> and ſet with the Seeds of Rebellion and Sedition; 
vin. Lexicone Furidi- what is Sedition, but the diſturbance of the publick, 
cnm. Peace,as it is defined by the Lawyers. Now cither 

they can command and reſtrain thoſe ill Inclinati- 
ons it ſo, [they are wiſe and,quiet 3 or they cannot3 then they are raſh 
and ttomachful.Is it not therefoxe better to let them be quict while they 
areſo, than provoke them by Mulds and Ruine to make Infurredions ? 
eſpecially at (ſuch a time when we have Encmies in our very Bowels, that 
can take the advantage ofa Diverſion. The State can get nothing, by 
the belt effe&t of troubling of them, but Peace, and that is had without 
troubling. of 'them/z It is better to forbeax a needleſs Trouble, than to 
.makeit. od ; 

-But ſecondly, It may be thought better for the Church, to execute the 
Laws upon them than forbear them, and therctore it will be better for the 
State. 

For the-proof-of this, there is one end propoſed by the Law, in refe- 
rence to the Church, to prevent, or cure the miſchief o-Schiſm. Ir is 
but vain to talk of preventing Schiſm3 the Seed of that was ſcattered be- 
Fore and took Root 3 the thing now to be deſired, is the Cure of the Di- 
ſiraQion, or Schiſm : The Method of curing, is by an effeQtual Applica- 
tion of Law and Power 3 of which Application, there are but two things 
to be\looked for 3 

1. A gainingof the Diſſenters to the Church, and that is Union; A 
happy Effet !-if it can be produced, | 

2, The ſccond Benefit will be, A Reduction of them to their tinted 
.Numbers of Four beſides the Houſhold 3 you can never ſuppreſs them by | 
.this Execution 3' for the Law-hath provided again a total Suppreſſion of 
'them, / by a tacit allowange &f different Worſhip to ſuch a Number. _ 

.E-paſs over-one Adyantage, which may beaimed at 3 It will drive ſome 
.out of Corporations, and further from their former Pariſhes, or Places of 
Relidence, 
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Reſidence, for this is but inconſiderable. - For firſt, many have taken the 
Oath and explained: their ſence, they may ſtay ; and for them who have 
not, they may exchange with - others; and you are but where you were, 
except the putting of them to a new, 2nd greater Charge; which 1s 'not 
merciful, except you propoſe a publick Good: Beſides, Corporations can' 
chooſe Parliament-Men without their Influence or DireCtion, if that be 
of any Conſideration, 

To the firſt of theſe two, 1 obſerve your Propoſition is this, 7: 5s berter t9 
gain, and unite the Nonconformiſt Diſſenters to the Church, than to permit them 
to meet as they do. That's granted you in the general, but come to the way 
and means, and afſume this : But the ſevere Execution of the Laws upon 
them, willbring them in, and uaite them; therefore dium fautum! But do 
you think ſoin earneſt ? You may as well fay, that Informers were or- 
dained to convert Souls, to reclaim ftraying Schiſmatick's, and that there 
is more Power in Law and Juſtice, than in Law and Grace. 

But firſt, How many Anabapr:/#s and Quakers have been converted by 
Excommunications, Imprifonments. and Fines ? or any others? 

2. You may reſtrain many from going to Conventicles, that's certain,but 
what's the Church the better for that? They go not to Conventicles, 
but may they not ſtay at hom2, wander abroad, and do as thouſands of 
our miſerable Perſons do, that come to the Font by Baptiſm, but not 
near the Pulpit and the Commanion-Table! But ſuppoſe theſe Con- 
venticlers will be better then thouſands, and come to Church; then either 
they are convinced,and change their Judzments, or retain their Judgments, 
and ſtill hold Schiſmatical Opinions. How: can you expect to change 
their Judgments, or gain their Aﬀettions, by puniſhiag or threatning ? 
The greateſt 5004 yo1 can propoſe to them, is to bring them to pariſh- 
Preachers. . But what if either want of Preaching, or want of good 
profitable and intielligible Preaching, was the cauſe of their going to them 
they liked berter, and got ſpiritual Good by? Indeed if you could engage 
to them, that if they forſake their Preachers you will provide holy, 
profitable, and painful Preachers in all places, which you can never do, 
then you might gain them? but if they come to our Churches 
againſt. their Ju4gm2n's, then you convert the Schiſmatick into a Hypo- 
crite,or Atheiſt,and to terve God, hezaule it i; the Religion of the Country. 
And what will the Cau:ci be the better for fuch? Alas /. we have more 
of ſuch alre1dy.,then we know what to do with, | 

\.g. Is it probole you will ever guin ſuch to an Uniformity, that have 
been many Years ſ:ttled 1a their Diſfatisfatio1s? and from the firſt day 
of their Ejetion -reckon?d what it wqald cot them ?- and ſince = 
Additional Atts have been made, are as reſolute as ever; and that are 

F convinced 
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convinced it 's their Duty to preach, and hezr, 'and worſhip God in the 
way they have choſen, that they look fora Reward in Heaven ! Is it like- 
ly that they who think their pceſent Sufferings will be rewarded in future 
Glory, will for their temporal loſſes of Goods, &c: be converted by a 
Woarra:tof uſtice ? It can never be rationally expefted ; you may ruine 
chem, bur it is next impoſſible to bring them over tro the Church, as long 
as the matters of Offenceremain unremoved, or abated, 4 

4. Was eier a Norconform'ſt before the Yea: 167 , or 91, brought to 
Conformity | y that Severity ? You may rather think they will do,as then 
they did, be more retired, but as much reſolved. And that which is, as. 
you account bctter, ſeems to me either unattainable , or undeſirable. If 
. they may 1 ot have Liberty to meer in publick , they will take thet courſe 
' which-is left them © and that is to'meet not exceeding' four ; beſides the 
Family : Ard then your Propoſition will bethis , It is better to force the 
D:fſenters by ſevere Penalties to their private Houſes, and their ſtinted Num- 
bers, than permit them to meet as they do, contrary to Law. 

Well then, - you ſay it is better to confine them to their Houſes, and to 
the Nun.ber four over and above, than to permit them as they do. But for 
what Re: ſons ? obſerve we are upon this Head, 5s it is better -for the 
Church. And that to cure or prevent further Schiſm, I can imagine but 
theſe Reaſons for it : 

1. Becauſe their Nonconformity will not carry ſuch a direct and open 
Oppoſition to the eſtabliſhed Worſhip. 

2. Pecauſe they cannot corrupt ſuch Numbers. 

3- This will break and weaken them, | 

4- Becauſe, when it will be ſo difficult for themto mcet, they may ra- 
ther, being tired, come to onr Pariſh-Churches, 


But will you conclude your Argument npon any, or upon all thee 
Reafons ? whick is, That it will curethe Schiſm, and prevent inftilling 
Schiſmatical Principles. Let us come up to the firſt, 

Firſt, 1 ſay, that you cannot prove the publick preaching of the WNoncon- 
formiſtsto be an Oppoſition to the Church, any more than the French, 
Dmtch, and Luther an Churches, and Preaching: To preach the ſame 
Deetrine (as to the general matter) to the ſame holy Deſign, Inſtruttion, 
Converſion, Edification, and Salvation, to pray and praiſe God by the 
Spirit in the name of Chriſt, is not a way oppoſite to the Church of Exg- 
land, or contrary to it, but only private it is, as to the Omiſſion of the 
Form or Liturgy. The Agreement and Conſent , and Cooperation, is 
greater than the Dilterence or Diflimilitude, 1f they preached contrary 

Doctrine 
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Dotrine to a contrary End, it were an open OppBlzon ;. and yet. let us 
remember, The Fews the Enemies.of Jeſus Chriſt, have their publick Sy- 
nagogue more intolerable, we may think, than the publick preaching 'of 
Orthodox Chriſtians. TIT ie el 23 
2. But becauſe they preſume _ the Favour of our. Governcurs.if it be 
offenſive ſuppole they?ll forbear, doth the ſuppoſed Schiſm ceaſe; by their 
Secrecy? not atall : But here ſeems to be a greater Schiſm, or Sefarat!- 
on (ſuchas it is) than the publick.” 2; Becauſe here*s' Private in *Op4 
poſition to Publick, The Conformiſts worſhip God openly in Churches, 
they privately in a Room. 2. Becauſe it this meeting in private be ſchiſma- 
tical, it is the more icgal, aud the more legal, the more ſafe and ſecure. 
3. The Sciſmaticks, (Il call them fo for faſhion fake Yare multiplied by this 
meaus. -Break up the publick into- twenty or fourty private ones, a1id 


then fcr one in publick, there will be twenty: or fourty Schiſmatical Meet- 


ings. Itis true, they are ſtill obnoxious to other Laws ; but they are 
diſcharged from the Severity of this, and thus you count the Mnltiplicati- - 
on of Schiſmatical Separate Meetings, a Gain to the Church - take'it / 


' fe what you get, your Will ; and what more ? 


Your ſecond Reaſon is, Becauſe they cannot corrupt ſuch Numbers. 
But, 1. I ſay Orthodox Preaching and Praying, is not corrupting ; l 
have ſhewed them to be able and ſound Men. | 
2. Multitudes will grow more corrupt , for | ' 
want of their ſound and frequent Preaching. Vid. Paze 60 of the 
3. If they be heretical and erroneous, they Plea, firſt -Paxe. 
will do more Miſchief by this keeping within the 
compaſs of the Law, than by preſuming beyond the Law. | 
4+ But corrupt or not, 1s not the point, the Schiſm is not healed by'ir, 
therefore it is not better to reſtrain thena from publick, than connive atthem, 
or indulge them a publick Liberty. | | 
Thirdly , you fay, This will break and weaken them. It may do { 
indeed. But-except the Church gets them into Conformity, which 'it is 
not like to do ( as was ſaid before } how is the Schiſm cured 2 bur in deed 


ſound Chriſtianity will be in danger of loſing, and our Church pa ſt hope 


of gettitig. 


To your fourth Reaſon I anſwer. 
i. True, it will be difficult, and inconvenient f r them t9 me-t; they 
will tire and kill thzir Preachers, but what gets our Chvrch by that ?- 1s 


' the Schiſm repaired? 
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2. They will (I'll ſay as you would have it) ccme to Cimrch, but 
whither,and to whom ? to ſcme few famous Preachers; for they will hear but 
the beſt, till there be no room?and what then ? Thoſe famous Preachers ſhall 
bear the Reproach of being popular, and Fautors of the FaCtion, and in 
elining to the. Party, aud will be thought of little betterthanthe Non- 
conformefts , and/how will the Wound be healed when Eitwlation and Envy 
encreaſeth, and the Drfſerter will be a Temporizer, and a Church-Sehifma- 
tick ; and the Cenformiſt that tolls him in, called a Nonconformiſt in Heart. 
Now you having ſhewed ( for now I fancy my ſelf diſputing) the Good of 
Execution, and have, nag gained the point ; give me leave to ſhew you the 
Good of Forhearance of the, Excution ; and as bad-as things now are;they 
are bettes than} .they., can be, if Rigor be uſed. | 

It is'an Kale ble Mercy, that things are xo worſe, that thinegs are 
ſo well asthey are between Proteſtants this day in England. 1 donot re- 
member, when it was ever better, eſpecially conſidering the means that 
have been uſed to break us.;. yet there is nothing in this more to be defired, 
than either a Chriſtian Forbearance, or a Compoſition with 'our diſſenting 
Brethren in Chriſt, next to Heavenly Communion with Chrift.. Zut ber- 
ter? things ſhould remain as they are, than be made worſe, by drawin 
the Sword, tho in the quarrel of the Church, I do not now meddle wit 
the Controverſies between the Church and Diſſenters, to juſtity' the Sepa- 
ration ; altho in my own Judgment, I call it a different way of worſhip, - 
of Proteſlors of 'the ſame Faith, and: not a Schiſm or a Schiſmatical ſinful 
Separation. The Church of Feru/ſalem, might better call the Gentile 
Churches Schiſmaticks, than we can call them : and the Romanifts may 
with more Reaſon call us Schiſmaticks, than we call one another ; for 
we broke off from that Church,eſtabliſhed by the Laws then in being,and in 
long Polleflion ; . we ſeperated from them principally for impoſed new 
corrupt Doctrines and Conditions of Communion, and juſtify our Sepa- 
ration, and will not ſuffer our felves-to be called Schiſmaticks ; They have 
a Creed anda Worſhip,which was never in the Word of God; our Brethren 
agree in the ſame avowed publick Creeds and Doctrines, and all the parts of 
Goſpel-Workſhip. And it is more-hrotherly to denomir2te them from their 
Agreement with us, than from their Diſſent and Diſſagreement from us. 

But I muſt not digrefs, and this I humbly ſubmit. et 


The thing now to be done, 1s to make the beſt of cur Differences, and 
what's beſt to be done as the Caſe ſtands. It is better, as more conducing 
to the ends of the Laws, by which you proceed to ſuppreſs them: 
Therefore it is better. The ends of the Laws have been declared above, 
as reſpetting the State and the Church, 


i. With 


t 
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r.; With reſpect 'to the |Stpor, When they Preagh ip publick, they are 
known to be the ſame Men,chat upon Principles. ot Loyalty;.and Conſci- 
ence prepared: the People,'or chncurred with the Loyal Nobles, and Gen- 
tlemen and Commonalty of | Eng/and, to bring back the Aing,, They are 
known to moſt places in the Land, which had reaſon to accqyut them a 
Ble:ſing to ir;their Judgmests ard PraCliſesgre known, and while; theſe 
arein thehtad- af the your ger .Deſſenters, they are.as Dixections and ; Exam- 
ples to them, to:kqeep them trom(d=zngerovs ;Excurſions. When is Majeſty 
was moved to grant an Indulge ce, the indulged were to give their Names, 
and their Places, which they did, and this; was cauticuſly done, for the 
ſafety of the Kingdom, there being leſs danger from a Perion to keep within 
tolerable Foangs. Our greateſt Dangers. bayebecen from perſons ofmany 
Names, many changes of (Wiggs and Habits, and: moving,up: ang down 
the Land in ſecret, and Diſguilcs. +» M j + 

2. It is better for the Sate. For when ,learned and | good Men have 
their publick Liberty, they will by found Dottrine,;teach, perſwade, ex- 
tort, reprove, inſtruct the |Pegple in thezr Duties to God,to the King,*c, 
Charge th«mto be ſubject: to Principalities andPowers, aud to: obey Ma- 
giſtrates. And while they preach fonad-Pgarine,.; one.;eud of the Magi. 
ſtrare*s Care of the State is obtained, whick is-to0 mantain lound Doctrine. 

3, They cannot poſſibly ſow'Sedition, or move /nſurreftions in publick 
Aſſemblies, if they were ſo wickedly diſpoſed. The ſafety of King and 
Kingdom, and the Confidence of the King and Kingdom way: reſt un- 
doubted, as to any ill-Deſigns of thoſe - Preachers, while: they preach in 
publick. And I do humbly offer it ' +to the Codfideration of all Loyal, 
Proteſtant Magiſtrates, to forbear to drive-them into private Houſes by 
theirSeverities, becauſe under colour of their privateMeetings our deſtroying, 
perhdious Enemies of Rome may ſow $editipn, and. fnxther plot upon pro- 
teftants. They way as well proclaima Rebellionat:the Exchange, Cheapfide, 
or in a Pariſh-Chueth, as preach 'it-in one of their: Publick Mecting places. 

4+ It is better they ſhould be fpated than; proſecuted, becauſe - they will 
be better enabled'/and more encouraged to-perform otherOffices and Duties 
- the King and State, than they can poſſibly, by: being ruiged in their 

ſtates. -:- | 5.9 : it 214.3 1 

5. They have many Friends and Relations' in” the: Church of: Englazd, 
which muſt ſuffer many-weays, in their Poyerty and undoing ; 1t-will* be a 
Tenderneſs and Kindneſs to them, to have them ſpared and not beggared, 
or forced to leave the Kingdom. 

Laſtly, It is certain; that .it conduceth more tothe publick Peace : 
for when Deſſenters are connived at, and gratified, they are ſo far ge 
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end owned; and even when -their private Diſſatisfations remain, their 
Liberty being ſo far indulged, they have no cauſe to complain of the 
Magiſtrate; and while they are not diſturbed by him, committing nothing 
that is provoking; they even from Intereſt and love of Quietneſs, if their 
Conſcience of Duty lay dormant in them, will not diſturb him that per- 
mits them. The publick Peace is beſt ſecured, when Men of private 

[nions keep them private, and have no diſturbance given to their Peace 
I do not ſpeak this, as if | feared their Turbulency, but granting for 
Argument fake, that they heve Touchwood in them, keep Fire from in- 
cenſing it, and it will do no harm. 


Secondly, Forbearnce will 'be better for the Chnrch, and prevent a 
greater Schiſm, againſt which the Laws ſeem to fortify it. 

1. By their publick preaching, or as they can. We-have a great conſ- 
derable number of able Men, that influence the People, that are agreed 
with us, againſt the Force and Subtilty of Rome : therefore the more we 
have againſt them, the ſtronger we are. - Indulge the Diſſenters, and you 
ſecure them, but af n&t, they*Il be'afraid of you, and you afraid of them , 
and by your mutual Fears and Jealoufies,' the Pap:ſts ger! what they per, 
and not by meer Nonconformity. ; 

2. By this publick way they walk with you, according to the ſame 
Rule, as far as tney have attained, and that is near enough fer For- 
bearance- | ; | 

g. TheScandal that is given to forreign reformed Churches is abated 
and a great Example given tothem that have long contended. under the 
name of Lather and Calvin, and others, of Calmneſs and Fcrbearance. 

4. TheSchim will come hereby to a greater Cloſure than otherwiſe it 
will; for when theiChurch is fatisfied by their profitable Prcaching, and 
peaceable Doportment, they cannot but conceive better of them, and de- 
firea Peace and Union, and abate ſome things which they ſtand upon ; and 
when they do taſte the Sweetneſs of the Biſhops Temper, they will love 
and honour them ;, and the Differences that remain, will appear to be on- 
ly ſuch, as may between good Men and Brethren. - 

5. By this publick Preaching, Multitudes of poor Souls that know: not 
whither & ſe topo, and Multitudes that will'go- no- where elſe, are kept 
in the way of Salvation, and Profeſſion-of' the Gofpel': And this is that, 
which ſome Divines of the Church of England are fo ſenſible of, that 
they treat the Nonconformiſts 3s Friends and Fellow-Labourers ; 1 could 
it need were inſtance in ſome Great Men, and great Pleaces where- this is 
true cs bi 27 HL 4 
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The fecond Branch of the Compariſon now comes -to be handled, and. 
then the Argument runs thus : It is better that Prozeſtant Diſſenters ſhould 
be ſpared, or freed from the Penalties of the Laws, than be proſecu- 
ted ; for the Evils of Execution, will be greatcr than the Eyvils of For- 
bear ance, 

1 am to remember my own Queſtion , and therefore I am not concer- 
ned in the: Queſtion, about Separation, either the Sinfulneſs or Excuſable- 
neſs of it, whichhath been lately largely debated, but what is beſt to be 
done at this time, and in this poſture ot Afairs. 

The Uuhappineſs aud Evils of our divided State, have been confidered 
by Divines and States-men, The Divines opened them in the Pul- 
pit and in Print, and have driven different ways, to the ſ:me end, the 
Union and the Preſervation of the Church ; ſome repreſenting the M.f- 
chief, have taken the more moderate way of Perſwaſion, abhorring Pcr- 
fecution, and have ſo managed their Diſcourſe, as 
to take off the People from their Tezchers, and to Dr. Srilling fl. Miſe 
bring tem to the Church, becauſe their is nothing chief of Separation, 
required of them, but. what many of their Teachers ds 
allow to be lawful: This way did tend rowards Union of the People- 
Others have urged an Execution of the Laws upon the Brethern, wittat 
perſwading them to belive,that they ſuffer as 
Evil-doers ; and this is to bring home ſtray'd Sheep Dr. Afhtor*s Tole- 
through Briars and Thorns. ration deſapproved. 

Our great States-men have taken different Mca- 
ſares'allo. Some have moved for a ſevere Execution, and to force them to 
an intire Obedience, ſaying it was more reaſonable they ſhould fubmut to 
the Church, than the Church to them. Others | 
being ſenſible of the Miſchiefs have ſtated the Caſe —=Deeemb. 21, 1680,- 
more exactly, and argued for Union, and this ; 
prevailed in the Debate. No Man of Sence or Picty can be infenſible o 
the - Sickneſs of the Family; but whether it be better to kjll ſomep 
out-right, or to ſtarve them, or to ſuffer them to live, may be ealily de- 
termined. In a caſe of Diſcord and Contention between Brothers, whe- 
therit be beſt to accommodate, or to determine ſome ſhall have what 
_— would, and others ſhall have nothing left, comes near the Cale in 
and, 

The Dangers of a Forbearance, are the ſame that were foretold would 
be the Conſequences of an Indulgence, which was oppoſed by the Parlia 
ment in the Year 1662. That Houſe of Com mons did argue againſt an 
Indulgence, and for keeping up the-ACt of Uniformity, by way of Pro 


phecyand fore-ſight of Conſequences ; and their humble Adyices prefented 
ro 
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' the King, contain the fongeſt Reaſons againſt an Indulgence, that 
hayebcea found! our, and contain the gteat- Inconveniences -and-Evils of a 

; © Forbearance.-/will give you:the'Swbfance of them, 

Februzry 15, 1662. 1. An. Indulgence will eſtabliſh Schiſm by a Law 

: | make the Goverament of the Church precarious, 
and the Cenſires of it, of no moment. 2. It-wit{ not become the Gra- 
vity or Wikom of a Parliament, to paſs a'Law ( of - Uniformity,) at one 
Seſſion, and pafs another to weaken it the next. 3. It will expoſe your 
MajzIty to the reſtleſs importunity of every Sect, and every ſingle Diſſeater. 
4+ It will cauſe the Increafe of Setaries, whoſe Numbers will weaken 
the Proteſtant Religion; their Numbers being troubleſome to the Govern- 
ment, will, as their Numbers increaſe, be more troubleſome, and from an 
Indulgence arrive at a Toleration, at length contend for an Eſtabliſhment, 
and end in Popery. 5. It will take away all means of convifting Recu- 
fants. 6, [tis more like to occaſion greater Diſturbances, then Peace in 


the Kingdom. 


But as Events prove Prophecics to be tru? or falſe, ſo Events have 
proved;theſe Arguments to b2 wea'or ſtrong. That very Parliament, the 
true Proteſtant Part of it, that did faithfully ferve their King and Coun- 
ry, withthe Additions made to them by a latter EleCtion to fill up va- 
cant Places, ſaw where we were, and were ſenſible of the Neceſlity of uni- 
ring Proteſtants by A&t of Parliament, and\many of the Epiſcopal Divines, 
aud ſome Biſhops were for it. A clear Diſcovery, that the. Miichiefs of 
our Diviſions are of that ſo:t, that it were'berter an Abatement were made 
of ſome things, maJe neceſſary to Uniformity, without which the 'Dsſſe- 
ters will not unite, than ſuffer them to hang over our Heads, and come 
UPon us, 

We p!ainly ſee that many of the Reaſons of the Commons ( 1662 ) 
are of no Force. I will obſerve wat is of preſeat ule to our times, which 
is the firſt, And. 

For the other, It hecam2 their Wiſdom and their Religion to paſs a Bill, 
taking from the Act of Uuiformiry, His Majeſty hath not been moleſted 
with importunities of the Diſenrers, who have not ſo much as opened 
their Grievances, or Petitioned the King or Parliament in theſe many 
Years. 

There is no new Set appearin *, nor increaſe of any by the Noncon- 
formiſts, to weaken the Proteitant Roligion, who haye u ed Endeavours to 
increaſe and maintain it ; it is in no danger from them, they are not trou- 
bleſome ro the Governmeat, are not for a Toleration of intolerable Sets 
and Sectaries, contend not for an Eſtabliſhment, which they would re- 
joyce in ; but as becomes learacd Men ad rational, ard with as great 
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2 Temper, at leaſt as theirs that write againſt them. The Peace of the 
Kingdom is not diſturbed by them, and if Popery come 1n, 1t 15 
againſt their Wills, Praysrs and Pains to expoſe and  bafile it. 
It is their Trouble, and a con{ids. r'le part of their Affliction, that they are 
thought troubleſome to the Geverament, which may by an ordinary Ex- 
erciſe of Patience and Love overcome the Trouble in their ow: Brealt, 
which is the ſeat of theTrouble. And for the only remaining Evil, which 
is the Evil of Schiſm, it is clear that their Meetings are nor eltabiilhed 
by Law, and a Connivance gives no Eftuabliſhment to it ; but it they be 
driven from publick, into private Families, and keep withia their Num- 
ber, the Schiſm remains, as great and greater then otherwite ( as 1 laid 
before _ out of the reach, aid under prote:tion of rhe Law. What the 
Evils of a Forbearance are, we ite,bur, what the Evils of an Execution of 
the Laws may prove, we cannct fee , but morally and rationa!ly fpeacing, 
they will be greater than now we ſufier, 

I muſt premiſe this; That if you all proceed with rigor, you do un{peaxa- 
ble Hurt ; if not all, you cannot do the Good you pretend - Tire muſe be 
a Concurrence of all Magiſtrates, in all places, to take the 1ainz Courle , 
ard as you muſt concur, lo you nut be ſure that the King will ſbut up his 
Royal Bowels and Clemency, or ſome particular Men will but become 
hatcful to their Countries; and His Majelties Mercy will condemn their 
Sevcrity. This was ſo well underilood by an Honourable Member of 
Parliament, that he moved for ways to compel the Diſſenters to an intire 
Obcdtence, and ſubmit to the Church, by ſevere Penalties. 

This will be the ready way to xa ak, if any thing do it; which as to 
His Majeſties Perſon and Government, I do confidently hope, and ratio- 
nally believe, is but a great word of Fancy, an Ora- 
torical Scare-crow. The miſchiefs of our Separati- Aiſchief of Separa- 
on are laid open tothis purpoſe. 1. Great Ha- t:!np. 13. & Þ. 22, 
Zards of unicrling all. 2. Alienation of Hearts. 23. 52. 

3. Advantage of our common Enemies ( the P4- 

piſts. ) I berrow the Heads of Miſchiefs and argue, If the Miſchiefs of Se- 
paration, while there isa ceſſation of Proſecutions, be to great, much more 
when Profecution cannot heal the Separation. but increaic the Cauſes. 

1. It will, beyond all recovery, do all Men, that have been ſo many 
Years the more bold to allemble, hecauſe of the Leniry of His Majeſty, 
and th2 Propenlity of our many Parliaments, from 1473, to accommodate 
the Difference ; and the inferiour Magiſtrates have found no evil Defigns 
among them, to give diſturbance to the Government, and many of the 
Judges in their Charges, have turned the point of the Sword npon our 
ſxret Fnemies, tht would openly do more againſt us all, than is yet to be 
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done aga nſt our Brethren ; and if other Judges have turned the Edge of 
the Law againſt - Proreſtants, our Magiſtrates have not been forward to 
take the Hilt and lay on ; how many thouſands by their Preſumption up- 
on Lenity,have been more open than they would have been ? But ſuppoſe 
they ſpare the Sheep, and take away the Shepherds, the Deſtruction will 
be great; All, the molt of them have, will Tot fatisfy this Debt to the 
Law. Js it not enough for them to be diſpoſleſſed of their Preferments, 
to be driven from place to place, but once mcre they muſt be undone, 
without regard to Age, Sickneſs, Infirmities, Families, Debts, Poverty ? 
If they have many Friends, their Friends muſt ſuffer in their Sufferings, if 
they have none, or few, they arc the more undone ; their Sufferings will 
not terminate upon them. Who ſhall ſet them up again ? bring up their 
Children ? Feed and cloath them ? Their Ruine will be an intollerable Op- 
preſſion upon many parts of the Kingdom. 

2, Will not thisunſcttle the Aﬀections , wherein the ſtrength of Go- 
vernment doth conſiſt (together with Religion and Conſcience) of thou- 
ſanes more, than can be ſpared, if other Dangers ariſe? And if Religion 
and Conſcience oblige them to love their Perſecutors and pray for them, 
they will never dare to truſt them. A mutual Truſt and Confidence is a 
ngreat Strength in time of common danger, when we are diſtracted in 
Aﬀettions, we ſhall be diſtrasted in Reaſon, and Counſel, and when we 
are fo, then's the time for a Popiſh Army to unlettle all, 

Ic is well known that the D#ſſenters are a great, and an aRive Part of 
the Kingdom, and if they ſuffer by Proteſtants, they will be afraid to unite 
with them; and therefore to perſecute them is as ill a Service, as to cut off 
2 great and Potent Part of Religious and Induftrious Men from our main 
Strength. when we moſt ſtand in need of increaling Friendſhip, Confi- 
dence and Strength, The unſetling of Afﬀection , moving of Paſſicn , 
which Religion cannot ſubdue in all, is an effectual way to unſettle all, 

3. The Proſecution of Difſenting Proteſtants ,, tends to no other end, 
but to diſunite Aﬀections ; it is to uſe Force without Reaſon, or Perſwaſi- 
01, The Reaſon of the Diſſenting Brethren is as far from Satisfaction, 
as to our Conformity, as ever ; and their SatisfaCtions in their Diſſent, do 
daily increaſe: to uſe Force without Reaſons, is not reaſonable ; and that 
Force which is uſee to ſappreſs and cut off, nuſt needs be to diſunite the 
Hearts of Men. To ſupprcſs them, ſignifies plainly, they have no value 
for them, that they hate them, as unworthy to dwell in any place hut a 
Goal, or to lie upon any Bed but Straw. They are firſt exiled from their 
good Thoughts and Opinions; next from their Aﬀections; next they 
are judged inſufferable ; and they that would drive them out of all, would 
proceed to Baniſhment , and then he that is not thought worthy to live 
with 
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with us in the ſame Land, is reputed next him that is not worthy to live 
at all; and is this the way to win their Aﬀections / agd if they ſhould 
force any to abjure his native Country, they force him againſt N ature,and 
that is to root out Aﬀection. 

Now ſuppole the Diſſenters are not wholly yours, yet if yon cared for 
them at all, you would nouriſh iome Inclinations in them, and” rot thruſt 
them from you, but drive in thoſe Inclinations to Peace with you. 

4+ It is plainly the making of a Breach among Proteſtants. The more 
weak and paſſionate will be tar more out with the Biſhops, than they were 
befcre. 1. Becauſe, they at the firſt refuſed to condeſcend, and Procured 
that Act of Uniformity, by which they maſt needs know a vaſt Breach 
would follow, 2. Fecauſe they can look upon the Suffering of Proteſt apts 
without Compaſſion, ſo much as not to make laterceiſion for them. The 
Brethren, 2nd all that ſuffer in them, will be tempted to hate the Bitt-0;s 
and ſay, this doth procced from them or ſome of them. And th's is ano- 
ther way tounſettle all. Beſides, itrends to divide the Hearts of the iz- 
norant, and raſh, cenforious Mulcitude from their Fellow-Chriitians, 2s if 
they were worſe than Papiſ*s, as Enemiesto the King and Goverament, as 
Diſturbers of Order by their Preaching and preciſeneF.[t will slienate abun- 
dance of People, that cither attually ſuffer or have any Compaſlioa to them 
that ſuffer, from abundance of Conforming Miniſters, who help on the 
work of pulling down of Conventicles. And this is another mcans that 
will co-operate to our unfettlement of all, 

y. This is the way to unſerttle all, by undoing what hath been done to- 
wards an Accommodation or an Union, both by late Honoured, and ever to 
be Honoured Parliaments, from the Year 1573 to the laſt atWeſtminſter; and 
all the Endeavours of our Reverend Fathers, ProteſtantDivines, and Gentle- 
men, towards a defirable Union. Asa Treaty of Peace tends to a Set- 
tlement, ſo the breaking of a Treaty tends to an unlertlement ; this zea- 
lous Proſecution, 1s like a vowing there ſhall be no Peace ; for it plainly, 
breaks off the 'I reaty. 

6. This tends to unſettle all, as it 1s an open, violent ruſhing againſt the 
Reaſon of our late Proteſtant Parliaments. As their Reaſons and Debates 
did determine in a Reſolve for Settlemen ; ſo thefe out of Enmiry againſt 
them, and their Proceedings,labour to unſettle all, before they can have time 
to meet, to offer any thing towards a happy Settlement ; to divide the King 
from his Parliament, to undo what many Parliaments have reſolved to do, 
to proſecnte Proteſtants againſt the minds of Proteſtants, to diſgrace the 
Name, and to break and weaken the Thing , is alſo the way to unſet- 
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7. Except they deal worſe by our Proteſtant Non-conformiſts, than they 
would deal with Papiſts, they can bur drive them to their . private 
Houſes and Corners; and keep them to them ( and another Argument 
from this Head doth offer it ſelf) will be a.greater Evil, than what the 
Church or State can ever ſuffer from open Mectings. And that as opera- 
ting more ways than ozie. 

1. Becauſe our Hearts will. be more divided, Mens Paſſions incenſed, 
Mens Reaſons ſharphcd, and all ways of Reconciliation ftoppcd, the 
conquering Church-men will rot cffer Treaties, the broken aid+ op- 
preſled Clurch will not be heard, ail their arguments and Books will 
opcrate no more, then the Tears of the aillicte fofren the Hearts of them 
that afflict them. 

2, TheSchiſm then will ſo far be protefted, that this Law againſt 
Conventicles cannot touch them ; ard Ido humbly- conceive, that this 

Act againſt Conventicles was never intcrded for 

I mean the Oxford the Good or Growth of the Ch:rch of England, or 

Ait and the o her, the Proteſtant Cauſe. 1. Becauſe they that moved 

in it, were moved by a Spirit of Popery, isnotori- 

ouſly known, who were Sir Tho. Cl. and the reſt abovenamed. 2. It was 
as cunning a ſubterancous Conveyance for Popery, as could be thought of, 
to be made by a Law. It ſecming to be to terve the Church, was help d 
forward by the Zealots for the Church, but what was more contrary to the 
Church, than a ſecret Schiſm priviledged by the Law, that forbad an open 
one? 23. It was moſt likely to be perpetuated, the cloſer it was kept and 
exempt irom Puniſhment. 4. They who were then Paps/ts in a Difguiſe,and 
when they thought it time, threw off the Ditguile, could ſo manage the 
Buſineſs,as to procure aTolecation of Papiſts,bur it | hall g0 under the name 
of Favour to Proteſtant Difſenters, For the Merits of the Papiſts pleaded 
for them a ſhare of the Favour, granted to Nor-corformiſts, that deſerved 
ſo ill, as they were-repreſented. An oppreſſive Att, made way: for an eafing 
Tolcration, which the Parliament well pcrceived the Year following, and 
then crofled the Contrivances of Pspery, 11d faw that Popery had got by the 

Toleration and- their own Act,anc moved for a Revcation of both; 
5- The Proteſtant Diſſcnters,, without any ditere:ce of their Principles were 
by this Law rendred ſufpitious, ard inereby 0.0us, as Conveying Poiſonous 
Preparations to Rebell.on inthe Þ! eaching; the lurki:i,s jeluits, and com- 
plotting Papi#-, might carry on their firing and murdering Projects, agd 
when any Miſchict broke out, the tutpecter! Prote/f.rr might next way ſuffer 
for it, or: be brought It1 queſtion 4 {o that 1t Statc-PUlicy | ſhine our into Aa 
Favoiir upon Difſenters, the Meritorious Loyal eſmits and Papiſ's ſhall £0 


- Partaers withithem, 1fState Inquititors {incl a Fire or Gun powder, the ſuſ- 
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pected” Diſſexters ſhall have the odinm of it, and the Papi{s appear bold- 
fac'd, as a truſty Loyaliſt, and who dare ſpeak Trruath' of his untainted 
Ianocence and Greatneſs? 6, Theſe diſſembling Jeſuits, might creep into 
Conventicles, into any of them, and do their Werk according to their Arr, 
exchaim againſt the rigor of the Laws, unmercifulneſs of the Bithops, detame 
the King, and a hundred Miſchiets, as many as they could mven: ; t:duce, 
a: 4 pervert the King's Subjects, and be much pleaſed to hear the \piring 
Coriformit talk at hishigheſt rate againſt the! Nor-conformijts, and plant. his 
Great G1iis againſt Geneva, and bring: up more ſtories cut of the Acts oz: 
the Presb;tcrians, than the Acts and Monuments of the Martyrs, burnt by 
the Pap:ſts, Jt muſt needs delight the Pp ſts, to kear a zealovs Ignorant, 
be-rogue and damn the Houſe-/r:achers, ſuch - as creep into Corners 
when they durſt not ſhew themielves, as undoubred Proteſtants in the 
Pulpits, 

And what Advantage the Papiſts made of our Diviſions firſt, and next 
of this ſuppreſſion of learned and able Men, they will make a Gzin, 
and if the 111 Effects of their evil Spirits working in Secret, be not greater 
than an” ! vil, which the open Meetings of the Nox-cenformiſts, can be 
charged with, PlI ſay no more, but this one thing, which ſhall conclude 
this Argument (and 1 am ſure it deſervesa reading) and a great deal more 
from every Loyal Proteſtant Chriſtian . 

It is the greateſt Miſchief that can come to our Government, aud true 
Religion, to give the Papiſts the leaſt Advantage and Opportunity of 
carrying on either Conſpiracies, or fall and damiable Doctrines, or to 
do greater Harm than ever they have done ; and theſe Advantages and 
Opportunities they will have by. driving the Nou-corformſts into private 
Houles, 

1. The oid ſfonnd, pious and Excellent Men of the Nor-conformiſs:, 
grow few and thin, Death lays them up fafe from alEvils to come. 'I'ttis 
is fo far from being commodioeus to the Church, as it is Chriſtian, and 
Proteſtant (mark, / do extend Proteſtancy beyond Conformity) that 
it is a great Loſs- without a great Supply ; for Ill ſpeak my Conſcience, 
in giving them due Honour, they were and are conſtant ,Stuclents and 
Iaborions Reſidents, I:arned, $kilful;” ſuccesful, and defervedly had in 
Hononr by diſcerniny and honeſt Ven. Fheſe were Men of Loyal Principles, 
and fonzhit Feace, with T ruth and” Parity, 2nd as little as they were re- 
z-ricd, they were regarded. more than .moſt young Men will be along 
time, The Dillerrting . Farty- will walk in their wonted Paths, b: th 
from their Education, Prejudices Princples and Convictions they will 
hear in Private, they muſt hgve Prexcibers, their Preachers cannor be 10 
inany Places, they muſt have Supplics, their Supphes will. be young M-n. 


2, Young 


46 The Confoniſts Second Plea 

2. Young Men and bred Scholars will be but comparatively too few; and 
what then? /t will be a temptation to Men of Confidence ,to go beyond their 
Line, ſpiritual Pride will puff them up, as Men of Gifts; yet the pretence 
of Wants, and conceit of Gifts will endanger many. Now, now, if ever, 
heres an Opportunity for the Boys of St. Omers, who can tell the Tails their 
Maſters teach them, to come into England, her's work for them ! Can they 
not lye,and ſay they are the Sons of Nonconformiſts,tutor'd under Neoncoy- 
formiſts2 cannot they lye to damn the Souls of Heriticks, as conhdently as 
they did to fave the lives of Traitors; cannot they pretend they were born 
a1d bred in New England. To the weaker and credulous Independent, that 
know not Men, as their able Miniſters do, they may ſay, they were brought 
up by ſuch Jndependents. To the Quakers they may pretend Converſion, and 
to come a great way off,and ſo through all. And why cannot they make ule 
of theMiſeries of our perſecutedBrethren in France and ſpeak a little broken 
Engliſh and fay they are French Proteſtants,intended for the Mipiſtry,or bred 
in ſome of theit Univerſities, and who can diſprove them/what cannot a 
Iying young Generation do ? Preach againſt Popery in ſome pointsito bring 
it in. We read what work one Whwebread did in Meetings of ſeveral Per- 
{waſions; and why may not more take the ſame ſeducing Trade. But when 
Nonconforming Miniſters are known, and appear in the open view of the 
Church and Kingdom, they are accountable for what they preach and do ; 
and tfany ſecret Conſpiracies, pernitious DoCtrines, Atheiſm, Blaiphemy, 
are ſowed, or fomented, the Innocent may be known, and the Guilty the 
ſooner diſcovered. 

And thusI have gone through my whole Argument, and I hope faid 
ſomething aptly to prove my Queſtion, That it is better the Executi- 
on mn the Penal Laws be forborn, than urged at this time, it not alto- 
gether. 

Having ſtated, and I hope offered ſome conſiderable Proof of that 
part of the Queſtion which I have {choſen, tho furtheſt out of the Sun 
of Humane Fayour ; I ſhall draw another Diviſion of Arguments to guard 
and maintain it, and to turn back the Force that comes out againſt it. 
If there be any Reaſon in what hath been offered, then I hope, I ſhall 
meet with ſome Inclinations. in wiſe and good Men, to be perſwaded 
to take that Courſe which is proved to be the beſt :I am ſure wiſe Men 
will chooſe that which is beſt, and good Men will not exerciſe Severity 
without urgent Cauſe, and a rational Forefight of Advantage. I humbly 
deſire theſe following Arguments may find due Regard. 
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Firſt, The Wiſe Holieſt; and moſt Catholick Governours of the 
Church have by long -Experience found that Reaſon, Conviction, and 
Calmneſs, have been the winning ways upon ſcrupolous Perſons , or elſe 
it cannot in Charity be thought, that they would come behind others 
in accompliſhing the work of Peace and Uniformity. They cannot but 
know what 'diſtrution without jReformation, will follow Fxcommu- 
nications, ifthey proceed to Writs,and follow the Courſe of Law to the ut- 
termoſt, Many of our Eccleſiaſtical Courts have taken that way,and can 
any of them, ſhew us any one Man converted to Uniformity by it? Many 
have removed from one Country and Dioceſs to another, and wrought 
themſelves out of Trouble, or abide in them to this day : Butcan they 
ſhew any one Man they have brought over to a ſincere and hearty Confor 
mity ? their Moleſtations go nearer the Heart to ſeparate than 
tounite them. If the Church ſhould for Nonconformity proceed to 
Sentence, and thence to Writs; and thence to Execution, what way can 
they take more effeCtual to diſoblige the Nation ? The Gentleman and 
Landlord ſuffers in the ruine and loſs of his Tenant ; the thouſands of 
poor Families that live by Manufactures, ſuffer in the Loſſes or Removes 
of their Maſters ; and as wany as actually ſuffer of what Condition ſoever 
and their Families and Poſterity that ſuffer in them, are made the poorer, 
but never the better Chriſtians they are all diſobliged and broken from us 
Beſiedes, they know the charge of their Diſſent, which is often-times on 
more than, pay your Fees, and go home. The Officers of Courts get ;, but 
what doth the Church get thereby ? Its viſible, that thoſe parts of the 
Land have themoſt fox number, and the moſt reſolute MNonconformiſts, 
that have been moſt ſeverely uſed. The more many Men ſuffer, the more 
Arguments they gather for the Goodneſs of the Cauſe for which they 
ſuffer. The far grater part of our Church-Governers, have abſtained 
from rigorous Courſes, Now the Civil Magiſtrates are rouzing np, and 
awake, as out of ſleep. But what's the Cauſe of this Exitation? The 
Conſervators of the Peace are harneſſing themſelves for the Defence of 
Church and State. - But what fear of the King's Life - /s it not the Accla- 
mation of all Proteſtants (is there in this, one Duſſerter among them ) 
Long may the King live. Who doth hold upa Finger to ſhake the Throne 
or Government? or who is there that hath heard of as much as a 
whiſper of any Conſpiracy If there be, God who fſceth in ſecret reveal 
It quickly, by the Guilty themſelves ; and there is no likelihood ofa Con- 
cealment, (if there be ſuch a thing) for none. bur beggerly mad Men can 
be 11 it ; the ſervice then muſt be done to the Church : The Mazittrates. 


rite up in Defence of it. But deth not the Magiſtrates Vigilancy Ine 
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the Security and -Sleepineſs of the- Watchmen; how can any, that-at 
other times and occaſions do not talk with any great Concern, Aﬀection, 
or Reverence of the Biſhops, now be ſo zealous ? If the Biſhops ſhould 
procced with one mind, rourdly to Fxcommunications, and break up Fa- 
milics . by it ; who would ſooner complain than Gentlemen that ſuffer 
| by it? who-would be more carneſt,or he more complemental in Interceſſions: 
But now, why ſhould they be ſo forward to undo great Nu mhers to the 
apparent- detriment of the Common-wealth,when the Biſhops are ſoback- 
ward to give them, their Friends, orthcirDependents Trouble?what Alteta- 
tions will the Exccution make, in Rents and Trade ? and who will ſooner 
tcel the Effects, than he who takes his Eaſe, and lives high, and cannot 
bear the fall of his Revenues ? 7f the Magiſtrate appears in his Power, 
when the Church calls for his help,it will be dury, 2nd ſelf-denial too, to 
take part of the O:4#m of what is countcd a Perſecution, but to hazard 
the breaking of many thouſands, who can in ſome parts of the Kingdom 
makea Rile, or fall of Commoditics, and the lots and trouble of ahun- 
dance more by Participation to their own Diſhonour, is a greater Kiadricls 
to the R. R. Biſhops than was expected, or can he rewarded witli their 
Bleſling. 

Secondly, Jt is more God-like, Chriſtian, and Humane, to uſeClemen- 
cy , and follow the Example of the Indulgent, eſpecially when the hurt- 
ful Effects of Severity are great and apparent, and the Renelit, doubttul, 
God 1s wile, juſt, and holy, but continues to uphold the World by Mercy. 
Chriſtianity 1s fullof Mercy, and the Author of it isa Reconciler, and Medi- 
ator. Human Nature, ſo given to offend, would he deftroyed, but for Love 
Forbcarance, and Mercy. . Merc:ifulneſs is like the loft Cement, tliat binds 
all the Stones in the Fabrick of Human - Society, which elſe would never 
hold together, Hut fall without it. Without it Men are like rugged Stones, 
and Severity doth not ſquare, but chop, and ſhould never be exerciſed, 
but when Socicty cannot be preſerved without it. /f this Age will follow 
Examples ol the moſt exact and ſtrift Governours, it will find more room 
for Mcrcy, than hath been ſhewn to them that have been excluded for 
wantof it. But if it will ſet it ſelf for an Example, it is a queſt;on whe- 
ther wiſe Poſterity will follow it. The High Commiſſion Court was a 
kind of Inquiſition, ſo the wiſe Lord Treaſurer Bouleizh wrote to Arch-[;p 

Vhitgift, But according to my {imple Judgment, 

Fulle”'s Ch. Hiſtory * ſaid he, this kind of procecding is too nn:ich 1a- 
P. Ix, As. 1583. *rouring the Romiſh Inquiſition. And of all Men, 
© the Pivirams felt the weight of it. The Puritars 
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them that dwell amang us,as well as ty, them that live hy Fore Nati- 
ons,and differ as much from our Farm of Diſcipline,a iter 
fore they are Brethten,tet then receive from us ſows ahi of $i 
on, and not be burat with the Marki lng lrons of Anger;as unfit Objects of 
any thing leſs than Excluſion from all Favour... And it not the Mercy 
and Mildneſs of former times, come-igtoJudgment agaiglt this Generana 
by do hope thert'are many that have Sorra in eel Fear earts dayly yo 
0, andth OF Hearts of Fleſh" to them,,. . 


Y 3; bock Church-men and Magiſtrates, ſhould-forbeax this courſe 
of Ri or, for fear of being guilty of the great Sin of Perſecution, gap: 
-——+—S All go the kh _ be" tender of f: A Into 
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Core nc none in any place af OB C0PeR rich Re 
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and if they will hear reaſon on their Brethrens*beh , what, M Mercy. can 


ont expetft Papiſli,or p ri 
ng 
mh, he Ps nNge ' 
© the Golpel, beea 5 Ao Fae, anchedCan 

þ— fa the Church. They wouldall bura in the-Chuzch, but for ſomething 
ep tiers out in the Church-Potch. Now as every.Chriſtian, thar 
[es wo alvdtioralone by Chriſt, ſhould'be afraid of hurting Chrilt in 
vo Members.;z ſo. muſt every Man-betender in afigng the rge of her- 

fecution upou any : which that I'may do, I will,” goon hea a 
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1. Open-the Nature of Perſecution. ' | 

2. The kinds of it. 

3. Confider what is ſaid to free the proſtcntion of the Laws, from bc- 
ing a Perſecution. 


Firft, To perſecute, in this place,is taken in an ill ſence, for any kind of 
Vexation,or Trouble, brought upon others, eſpeci- 
ally fuch as is grievous to be born ; it is ardenrer, Grot. in Aax.y.10. 
pertinacirer, diligenter, Inſeftars ad nocendum; or as Petr. Ravan. 
others, To follow as a Hunter doth his Game. 

In reſpect of the Sufferer, it muſt be cauſcleſs,and undeſerved, and by 
conſequence,not for doing ill: In reſpect of the Inflicter,it muſt be in juri- 
ous, and in reſpeCt of the Cauſe, it muſt not be a Civil Cauſe, but Religz- 
ous in Whole, or in Part. It is Perſecution, ifit ſtrike at any part of Re!i- 


gion, or for any Exerciſe of _ 
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Preache «abd Fear 
Term hr Ii! / Arty fulſtr for Cullliited x and 1 ftighes cnt 
nt th a perfaged ; they who Pont m_ ſay, Ir is.n0t. Rr 
on, 
'us 1M NN Coke the Cafe, as urged by the Nonconformiſts, 
ba. as Ro by ſome Conformiſts. The boob onformifts argue thus J 
Preaching and Praying are neceſſary Duties. 
But the Nonconforms it 5 are puniſhed for Preaching and Praying, 
pegs for neceſſary Duties ; and by conſequence they are perſecu- 
Te 
A Reverend, ( and by his many ſerious Pro- 
Toleration diſappro- feſſions, which Iadmit Ya good Man, undertakes 
ved;Ox.1670,2d:Edi. to take off this Argument. 

. Indeed the Argument is laid Ronen defeAively 
becanſe the words of the Laws ats, A. etence of Relivious Exerciſes,” 
and there ate other Exerciſes df Reli gion, b beſides Preaching ang Praying. 

The ſame Reverend Author doth diſtinguiſh to the mejor Propoſition, 
and flatly. denies the miwor. Preaching and Praying ( Gich he. are ne- 
ceſſary Duties, quoad Subſtartiam, but guoad Circumſtantias they are not 
neceſſary, and he reckonsſome Circumſtances,in which tis truez they are 
not- neceſſary ; as to two or three thouſands, &c. 


2, He 
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w He-ufterly denies the-mwnor as falſe, They are Inn for not ob- 


hoſe" Cireumſtances ( ith he) abbut' Preachini ng, 
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; efitſt obHged tc to Chtift, ' as their Greet 
dir Abſolines &alf, according to his Lavs;and to'temporal Go- 
Pergoues borate , in and forthe Lord. 'Fherefore the firſt and 

al Reg3 of O edjencejs to Jeſus Chriſt, with that ſtriftneſs to 


went be cnet Curl, 
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fornrs he ch Circumſtan- 
Lane any, aayhns perfores Duties och wink whom God 

and them. 
5- Thoſe Circumſtances, ce, 25yen call Ms arefach as no private Man 
ean take away, or alter, becanſe required by the Laws, and are as unalte- 
Iyble 28 the Lins are - and ry +, ie it ſhal] never be lawful for any. Von- 
ormi nth ſtances required by Law.But'fir/t 


3reabſolutel kh d devoted to him.as his one 
not with this ReſttiQtion, if the Biſhops pleaſe, 'or if the tem 

Laws pertnit them: for elſe they would b2a olutely tied to the Piſors, 
Ld to their Conditions, and but conditionally to Chriſt, and Chriſt miſe 
ovght.tofubmit to ſych conditions as thcy pleaſe to make , whereas 
bf ower, as Biſhops, is'from' Chtiſt, and ſubordinate to- him : ſo 
'ought allt tLaws to be. 2. Tfthe,N rontonformiſt*s forbear neceſſary 
'Duries,. = reſpe& to human Circumſtatices, as. they conccive incon- 
1iſtent with the Liberty Chriſt hath giventhem, whom do they obey as 
their Supream? Chriſt ? Who requires'the Duties quoad Snbſtartiam ? or 
them that tie them up, -or rarher ſhut them outz per Cir mſtentias ? 


'Which is their Duty ? tonegleft the Dutics a alt nted by Chriſt, be- 


erve the human preſcrib- 


cauſe they cannot withont Sin,as they think, ob 
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ed Circumſtances? or negle&thoſe Circumſtances,and perform, Chyiſtian 
Duties in ſuch otherCjrcumftances as they can,&-gught to\pex hem; 
in. 3-How can they, be deſervedly puniſhed for doiny neceſlaryDuticsand, 
not keeping to the impoſed Circumſtances, unleſs you make the Obſer- 
vation of legal human Circumſtances, more neceſſary than..divitie Qrdj=, 
nances ? 4. Certainly Chriſt is the Supream ip . and over... nach 
Churches and Kingdoms,and all Church-Conſtjtutiony hou dbe forth 
furtherance of his Spiritual Kingdom, and.-Ordinances., and to obey 
Chriſt in doing hisWork,where Church-Coaltitutions higder ſame from 
doing it, is to obey the Maſter above the Steward and Servant. . Neither 
doth this teach diſobedience to lawful Authority in lawful things, "op to 


nic was Pee oh ; phoſee he 
To preach, ag + WA : l 


cizhe 
*either notorious or doubtful. If our Preaching 
© notoriouſly unneceſſary,we will obey him & forbear. If it be. a doubtful 
© caſe,we will uſe all means God hath pointed us,to-know the Truth; & 
« jf yet it be doubtful,and ourMinds in fuſpente,we will ſtand tothe]: 
© ment of the Magiſtrate,and forbear-.Butf ie, niſtry. be potori 
© and undoubtedly neceſſary to the juſt Ends,whichzis the; Edification; of 
© Mcns Souls, we will obey God in Preaching,as we are-able,and humbly 
© 2nd patiently bear what is laid upon us by our Rylers; nor do we take 
© our {.lves bound byChriſt to one Place,or one time,or manner of teach- 
< ng, or to ſpeak always to a great Aſſembly ; but, all theſe are Circum- 
* ſtances, which we muſt fit to the End and Succeſs of our Work. . - 
To conclude this Head; Altho the Nonconformiſts cannot preach in 
thoſe Tircumſtances (as you call them) enjoyned by Law, for fear of ſin- 
ning,as they do confidently and ſeriouſly declare, and for no other rea- 
ſon; they muſt Preach and Pray,and perform- other Religious Exerciſes 
upon ſach Circumſtances as they can have,and that,if it cannot otherwiſe 
be, upon hazard : for it 1s a greater Sin,and deſerves a forer Puniſhment, 
to negleCt a neceſſary Duty enjoyned byChriſt;than to negle( the Obſer- 
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dſt We Enumeration 'of Cauſes. . 
Ps ther”: n, ih not deny, but own the 
the Bo In AL Fey met and queſtion the Mat- 
NY GED if theyſcrupled but one, they can- 
aceoes ofe unlawful to them. 3. Many ſuffer 
»trabit oy Vet Afſenr to the Common Prayer, 
k hs rims was expired for ſo doing. Here 


defect 2G e formal Cauſe, the Promiplgarion of the Conſti- 
be Sg One In 4icrle time to peruſe the 


Liturgy $Þ rerph ed ior tinte'at aff, in many places,and they not in 
Ii Hi arts. A Divine of Years and And it was the. caſe 
Doe J Diocefs of Lincoln,gave this for of many more in that Di- 
GOhte Ree orl; inhis Fatwel-Sermon;that he was ;e/5. 1nd Mr. B.» of W. 
to be ſilenced byLaw,for notſubſcribing and af ;, ;he C wuty of L.. was 
cjefted by Sir Edward Lake,altho he gave that reaſon, that the Bock, w.ss not 
Clerks him before the 24th. of Aug. 177 before he was declated deprived by 
"the Commiſſary. {ently 
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erciſes, as evil, or evit-;oing,but as deficient palFo $38 
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endanger Church and State, aud toſuch a, ; 
were ſnch, they would'be materially exil, and the - ffi be 
Exerciſes. "uh 

3+ So then their Fault lies in deficiency of thinks concomitant, which 
doth not ſo affect them, as to change tlicm from Good to.Evil ; Ab may 


a: . be 


beacceptable with'God, and profitable to Men for all that, fo far as they 

celebrate Religious Exerciſes, to pious Ends, they materially and finally 

do the'things that are pleaſing to Gol, and do well, even Men'being 
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adges'! 1053 - | oye 
- (SThey'db norQNes Fines and Impriſonments* for-not ſubſcribing, 
| i rding tothe At ofUnitormity oper; nfo ris for that 
before: they donot ſuffer for mov tions, or Infurreftions,where- 
ofcone hath been f& much as charged, much Tefs found guilty. They ds 
therefore ſuffer for pe ing Religious Exerciſes. | 
1. \Sothe Wirneſles-orlnformers teſtify; and not for moving Inſur- 
rectians;) (101419 415 7 3 #099719 03 322 o__ 
- 2, $0 the Warrants ſhould run agaiaſt them'; therefore for doing well, 
and for Religious Exerciſes. | 
3. If not for Religious Exerciſes, how come the Preachers tobe fined 
20.4. or-others for them? not for beating Prums; or for bearing Arms, 1 


7. But the Law prohibits all Religious Duties, arid to above four and 
the Houſhold,which are not legitimated by the Common-Prayer. 

Anſw. 1t is true, but thea let us obſerve, That the meer abſence of the 
Common-Prayer,and Ceremonies,doth not change them; they are Chriſt i- 
an Religious Dutics,notwithſtanding that defe&,forit.conld not be ſip- 
poſed car 2000 Miniſters, dedicated to God, wouldcaft off Religi- 
ous Exerciſes, when caſt out of theirPlates,or that they would uſe thoſe 
- things, to which they refuſe&to ſubſcribe, and tho they could not ima- 

gine that, they denied not Preaching ant! Praying without a Form, and 

Ceremonies, to be Religious Duties, © 3a 

| 2, :Some of the Duties which they perform, are — the manner of 
the Church of England, ſuch is their readingof the Scriptures, finging of 
Pſalms, and a camp we being at Liberty as to Text, Words, Method 
and their F+# x. re, and after Sermon ; weare not ticd to the very 
words and Sy in-Canon LV, but to thoſe Words, or to'that effect, 
To move our Congregation, 'to pray.  Now'if they read; ſing, pray, 
preach; as we do, they fiiffer for thoſe Religious Exerciſes; therefore for 
Religion,and&We 
Common-Prayer , yet ſo far as they are Religious, they are good. 

Obj. But they arelooked as ſuſpitious Perſons, becauſe they ſub- 
ſcribed not, &c. to the Act ity in the Oxford AQ, * 

Anſ. Trae, but two. are conſiderable. 

1. Many took off that Suſpition, by ſubſcribing that Declaraticn ; 
yet that will not excuſe them, if they Preach to above four. BT 
- _ 2, Their not ſubſcribing, and declaring according to the Att of Uni 

_—_ makes the Canſe of their Suffering doubtful. The Law calls them 
to conform upon ſuch ATE Wy ſubſcribing and declaring. Theic 
| ER Com 


zur ſuppoſing them imperfect for want of the 
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Conſciences, after the moſt, diligent Search-into all things,requured;com- 
mand them,upoa peril of finning againſt God, to forbear;  —_ be 
deceived,and why may not fallible Impoſers be deceived? (fay they, if 
they ſuffer for not ſinning againſt God and Conſcicnce ) If they ſuffer for 
performing Religigus. Exexcifes, -accordivg 59 tle genexal Rulesiof the 
GoſpeLand their, gpn.Conſciances ag mell informed can. inform 
themſelves, they ſuffer for Religion, altho they 'that. exa@t and execute 
Puniſhments, think they ſuffer for Omiſſions, and-: Obſtinacies in-Hhoſe 
Omiſons. They ſuffer for Omiſlion of human Conſticotions,which they 
hold not Divine, and perform Duties;  whiet:thephaldtobeDivine. 
TheCaſt is as clear to them to be unlawful,as it is clear to them 00m: 
mand them ta be lawtful,therefore the Caſe hangs in doubtz/ If they that 
refuſe to conform, refuſe upon peril of temporal Loſſes, _— .afftic 
them,do inflict them upon peril of ſinaing alſo. He that fufters, for do-- 
ing what.is confellegly, Religiods,and, fqrbears what is dubious, .orſinful 
in app=arance, is on the ſafer ſide, than he that puniſheth for undoubred 


Religis A ly for the:Qmiſſion' of yaneceNſary:thing! 
—, jo Bar h NT tfoje Neatings to above four, ed it pablics. is 
ſedirious in;the eye-of the Law, and they fuiſ:r for that, and not for 


their Relizion.. , . | | 
., Ariſw, lndeed fhat feems to be the only crimiaal Circumſtanee. -'But 
why ſhall this alter, the Gs? which. is far betters! and more fatisfaftory. 
to Magiſtrates.and the Church, than their: retiring inte allowed:private 
Houſes, and the ſtiated number would be. But this doth not make Reli- 
gious Excrciſcs,to be no Religious Exexciſes, exeept-it infuſe poiſor.oug. 
Principles into a —_ oy is ma —_—_ mon be: proved 5: 
it js Reijgipn, and not a Riot, thak-is really puniſhed, ine this 
to be a frbicen Circumſtance 3 compare Nwich the-many Nenniitan. 
ces, that make it; the more allowable, and then, ſhall Rtligiovs Exerciſes, 
neceſſary to be obſerved, profitable to many, he theretore unpardonable, 
becauſe of one. Circumſtance ?This I humbly - refer! to” eonfile ration, be- 
fore the Magiſtrate ſtrike with, the, heayp.ihandwfitho'baw: Make' the 
moſt that can be of the Fatt: Here*p Refi ice, performed witti- 
out Ceremany, and Form, ( there's the ;hene&s 4! Relipions 'Frers 
ciſc, to a ſupernumerary Company, thats: the:exteſs.” Bnt to'this let us 
compare the nature of the Exerciſes,, ungneſtionably Divine.” The tn- 
ſtitutor is Chriſt our Lord ; the Ordinances are gecellary, the manner of 
Performance, accordiug io the general Rules gf Chriſt highly beneictal, 
and tending to publick Good, ani Etctnall-Life;' yet for the wwrtt.of a 
Circumſtance or two, (made neceſlary by a mutable Law) rth&'Obſervers. 
of them ſhall be. puniſhed as Evil-doers, #5 
Aye not human Conſtitutions ſubject to the Providences of God, the 
' Supream 
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Supream Governour, whoſe Dominion is eſpecially, to be owned in all 
Chriſtian Kingdoms? Suppoſe then, by the oyer-ruling Providences of 
God, there are Alterations made in the Afﬀairs of the Kingdom, which 
make that which is a Divine Ordinance, becorhe a neceſlary Duty to Mzn 
rohibited by temporal Laws, whether Governours of Chriſtian States 
|d not obſerve them, and make their Laws ſtoop to the Divine Will ? 
The Defenders of the Church argue, It is more reaſonable the Ds fſenters 
ſhoutd yield co the'Biſhops, than the Biſhops to them; ſo ſay I, It 1s more 
reaſonable and decent, that Human Laws ſhould yield to the Divine 
Pleaſure, than the Work of God be ſtopt by Human Laws. 

The true State of this, as far as I can perceive,lies before us thus: Firſt, 
The Preaching of the Goſpel, is an indiſpenſible good Duty. Secondly, 
They who are fitted, called, and-devoted to God,are bound to Preach it. 
Thirdly, Some that are happily ficted for it, become ſuſpicions to ſome 
in Power, Fourthly, By long Experience and Proceſs of time, they can - 
not be charged with ſuch Crimes, as are of ill Operation to the State. 
Fifthly, Theſe Mcn are ready to give ſuch ſecurity to the State, as the 
- Generalivy of unqueſtionable SubjeCts give, and to take away all juſt cauſe 
of Jealouſy and Miſtruſt. S-xrbly, They are qualified by Chriſt, and muſt 
give an account to him; they are called and'invited to diſcharge theirDu- 
ties as Preachers. 1. Their Conſcience puts them in mind of their Vows, 
Perſons devoted to Chriſt, to ſerve him npon his Conditions. 2. The 
Cry of Souls calls'them, that either want, or want ſuch as can, and will do 
them good ;. this is the plain caſe in mnltitndes of Places. 3. God unex- 
pectedly opens a Door for them by Fire and Plague, and other Providen- 
ces. 4. Calm Proceedings of Magiſtrates, and the Inclination of Law-gi- 
yers give them Encouragem:nt. 5. Their Zeal, for God anſwers this 
Call. 6. God gives them his Bleſſing, foloweth them with Succeſs,which 
is 2 ſign of his Approbation, which he never gave to Evil-doing. And 
ſhall fhis be puniihed by Chriſtians as as Evil-doing ! This is to aCt con- 
trary:o God ; to puniſh them, whom God approves ! ----- There is a 
Humah Law, ſtands in their way, revoked in Yoro, by them that made it ; 
ſhall the obſervance of that Law, ſuſpend the Adminiſtration of Ordi- 
nances in themſelves good, well performed in the general manner,where 
there is great nee; and to good ends without dangerous Effects,or Con- 
ſequences to them, that ance did forbid them ? 

Preaching and Pr:ying are good Duties; but the Nonconformifts Preach- 
ing and Prayin2,thou goud in Subſtance, is not good becauſe of ill Circym- 
ſtances. ſay ſome. Now the Oppoſition here, is not between their 
Preaching and Praying, and ours, bat hetween their Circumſtances 
and ours ; we according to Legal Conſtitutions, they not according to 
them. But, as hath becn argued, there is but one Circumſtance thur is 

I 2 faulty 
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favity, (. the want of Common- Prayer and Ceremonjes, makes not their 
Preaching faulty;for the Law that  enjoyned them,.-. did not brand their 
Preaching and Praying without them,as Evil«doing') the Evil attending 
their Preaching, are the ſuppoſed x Deſigns an! Ends which they never 
drove at; it is good, if free from them; it is ill it ſeems, becauſe to too 
many Hearers. Here's one Circumſtance, or want of one Condition ! To 
this one, oppoſe all. the Circumſtances (if you call them ſo) and they are 
mote, and greater for them, than this one againſt them. 

There is no fuch Prevciing and Praying,and performing good Duties, 
as is abſolutely perfect,and ree from all Faults;and often-times in neceſ- 
fary Ingredients, and Conditions,the beſt man faileth.This ſuppoſed,the 
Queſtion ariſing is, Whether they who obſerving theCall of God, Anſwer 
of their Conſeience,need and benefit of Souls,are bleſſed of God' iti their 
Work (tho but inſome Meaſure) do not do better,to Preach and Pray at 
allhazards, if otherwiſe it cannot be, than if they did forbear ? ( becauſe 
in one ppint they offend againſt a revokable Law ) and for that, how mas» 
ny Circumſtances do over-match that one ? Firf, For their Perſons,they 
are elſe inall Points ſubjeCt to the Laws. Secondly, For their DoRrine, ' 
ready to give an Account. Thirdly, For the manner of doing, it is in a 
ruppinms way, without any kind of Riot ; they meet and part as peacea- 

ly.as any of our Church-Aſſemblies do, 

There is, I uy again, no ſuch performance of Duties, as is abſolnte 
faultleſs, and perfect in all Circumſtances. The Duties they perform are 
Religious, defeCtive only in outward Form ; and is it not comparatively 
better to perform them, than forbear them ? And can he, that puniſheth 
them for ſuch Religious Exerciſes (neither materially poiſonous, nor ef- 
fectually poiſoning Subjects ) ever be excuſed from -puniſhing 
Well-doing, and for Religion, if theſe Conſiderations have any reaſon”: 
in them ? 

=_— is not Religion, but their Nonconformity to the Laws,that?s+. 

"uniſhed. 

Anſ. Their Nonconformity was puniſhed once before, by their loſs' 
of their Livings, and temporal undoing ; how often muſt the ſame 
Men be pyniſhed for the ſame Fault, as you, and not they, account: 
it 

' Ob;. They are Men of ill Deſigns, &e. . 

Anſw. Why do you not proſecute them, as ſuch, if they are ſach, 
and leave their Preaching .and Praying out of your Information andWar- 
T2nts. 

Obj. .1f the Execution of Laws, fall be termed Perſecution ; then -wo 
to Magiſtrates, wall any man dare to call it Fcrſ.cution ? This is the- 


Cant, Cc. 
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Auſw. All due Reverence to the Laws, and to the Magiftrates premi- 
ſed; theAdininiſttators of Laws, may be guilty of undue-Profecutions,and 
perſecuting Men with good Laws. 'Mercileſs and uncharitable- urging of 
good Laws beyond their Intention and Scope, and with Reyenge and Ri- 
gor upon the Peccant,is Perſecution in the commonAcceptation of Men. 


> To conclude this Diſquiſition, Ic is undeniable that nothing butPreact.- 
ingand Praying, and other Religious Exerciſes, are the caufe-of FTYouble - 


and Sufferings to very many, who had not been'at all moleſted, bur/for 
thoſe Duties. If there be a Houſe - full of Friends, or- Strangers, that 
come and go-in a peaceable manner ; yea, altho many, orall of -rhe Men 
arearmed with —_— if there be nothing but eating_and 
drinking, and common Diſcourſes, they are n6t moleſted ; yes, if a gfear 
deal of their Diſcourſe be Religions, there is no Information;/not iluimg 


ouvof Warrants ; but'if there be'aPreather among them, and any -So- / 


la@mnity in the Duties of Religion, this becomes offenſive, 2nd liable to 
the Laws. k is the--Exerciſe of Religion that ' gives the Offence, and 
makes the Company geitty-,-and how-Puniſhments fall upon ſuch, when 
met withont Weapons, or y pony, or diſturbance of the Peace; to 
make it-a Riot, but for Religion, 15not to be thought. There-is no 
Queſtion to be made, but mahy Juſtices have been guilty of groſs Perſecu- 
tion, abuſing the Laws to the Service of their :Anger and | pr ge, and 
have gone beyond the Law, when they have wanted ſufficient Evidence, 
either of Preaching, Praying, or C—_—_— or of any Preacher being in 
Company ; but have told the 'Informers, if they heard but a Tone hke 
Preaching, it was ſufficient, It can be proved of one Juſtice, that without 
any other Proof, ſent out his Warrant to levy upon the Goods of them 
that were preſent ; and I have ſeen a Copy of another Warrant, for levys 
ing of 201. when it was not proved, that there was a Preacher inthe 
Houſe. If theſe are true, then ſuch Executioners of Juſtice, do execute 
for Religion, and for no other Offence. Such alſo as threaten they- will 
not leave a Meeting-honſe ſtanding, who know-both the Preachers and 
Auditors to be yeaceable Perſons, and cannot pretend 2ny- cauſe of Fear 
from their Aſſemblies, yet do threaten, as'diſpleaſed with their Religi- 
ous Exerciſes, and for no.other Cauſe ; for; if they can- ſuffer many lazy 
irreligious Perſons to abſent from Church, and net puniſhthem,tho they 
have no lawful Cauſe of their Abſence, and threaten to puniſh them that 
are Rc'igious, but- in another way, it is rot Conſcience, and Zeal cf Duty 
to the publick Worſhip, that moves them;; for then they would punifh 
the l2zy and Idle, or prophane, aid fay, They will not ſuffer any Perſon 
to be abſent from the Common-Prayer, but be zealous zpainſt fore, as a- 
gain!t others, | | 
But this is not the Temper of all, therefore I wkknot bring in aC.arge 
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of Rexſecution againſt All, but I will endeavour to ſhew what is required 
he fe cannot be ſaid to perſecute, and leave it to the Lannles- 
ton and Sentence of every Mans Conſcience. 

- 1. He muſt be a knowing Man,not in Chriſtian Religion in general on- 
ly,but in theſe controverted Points about Religion ; he muſt not beſo 
Cree ;, as to call Religion, Sedition, nor to make a different Form to 
he a different Rcligion, or that Religion is ſubverted by a difference from 
ſome.human Conlticytions. He muſt be a knowing Man, leſt he ruſh ig- 
norantly vpon the Seryants of Chriſt. Paul was a Perfecuter, when he 
was ignorant ; Ignorance did excuſe him from the Malice, but not from 
the Perſecution, He muſt not only, [ think J he doth God good Service, 
for ſo did others, who forall their thought, didPerſecute the Diſciples, 
bug be { ſure ]. he dgth God good Service. -. y 
.,2- He muſt be a ſincere Lover of-Jeſus Chriſt,of his Holy Ordinances, 
of all that believe on him, and that worſhip him, for if he hate Chriſt, 
hate his Goſpel, Preacturg, Praying, and Religious Duties, or. hate the 
Diſciples of Chriſt, kc mult needs be a Perſecutor,and of the grofſer ſort, 

.3, He muſt;be ynccre-inwhat, be doth, . for: the thing which he d 
he muſt be fatisfied thei he doth well, and he muſt intend che Glory 
God, and the Honour and Preſervation of Religion in it, If be - pretend 
in his Warrants, Sedition, - or Evil Deſigns, when there is none, he acts 
falſly, and pretends that to be the Cauſe of his Commands, which he ve» 
rily knows 1s not the-Cauſe, as not being as much as alledged.or proved, 
Ifhe _ proceeds, he {trikes at Religion, under pretence of Sedition and 
Rebellion. | Ii 

4. He muſt conſider the Circumſtances of the Perſons, both Preachers 
and Hearers, the time of their Meeting, the need they have in their Pla- 
ces, and other Circumſtances. But if, without Examination, or makin 
any difference for his Information, he follows the Story of the Informer, 
then proceeds to the Puniſhments, and that perhaps for doing the beſt 
Dutics, and ſome of the belt Works they can do, then he puniſheth Men 
for weil-doing.- 

5- He muſt be a merciful Man, not ſtretching the Law,as far as he can 
in ſeverity, to oppreſs or break the Perſons; for certainly it is not the 
ead of the Law, to ruine the Subject, but to preſerve him as much as 
may be. 'T hey that proceed to the rigor; of the Law, have a ſpight at 
tie Perſons ; and let their Love to Religion bca5 they think, ſound ; yet 
tney perſecute the Perſon, How ſuch can excuſe themſtlves, is unknown 
to mezthat if the Preacher be gone, or be ſo poor, ( as. it hath often been 
found ) tiien to multiply Sums, 20 1. for the Honſe, 20 1. for every poor 
Preacher, 5 5. for hearing,upon the Maſter of the Houſe, for heariny, be= 
lides the 20 /. for his Houſe, 5 s. for the Wife, 5 5. for every Child, and 
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no-baruee abladvantape to; ſerious: Piety,. thathe loves the Perſons of 
e Diſſemers, as he;doth other\ Men; wi ing no H'to any of them; and 
that } ging eir: Practices tabe Evil-doing ; that he puniſheth them 
meexly, and only for Evil-doing,withont reſpe& to Anger, private Dif- 
eaſure,or ſecret Gain; either by Bribes,or Rewards, either of Favour, 
Donoyr,or Eſtimation, ot/faringof himſelf. He that/puniſherh rig}: cly, 
mult fincerely bead TT Wn, mr Exp. 1. oig'yet' for the 
ood of the Perſon, or ifnot; for the benefit of that Perſon that fuffereth 
vr the of qthers; If you cari chaſtiſe the Religious for Religious 
Exerci(es,and faye Religion harmleſs, you have divided the fineſt Hair 
that ever was. ſeen: \Nencoxfarmiry implies Conſcience '( op elfe ic is flat; 
irrational-madneſs,to ſuffer fariawhimſy or laniour)#nd to puriſh them 
for Religious Duties, and not-for Religion arid tence, 35 too Meta- 
phyſical a Notiony'to be _ Practiſe. | i <br 
have now opened the Caſe;let others jndge whether it be'nor' Perſe- 
cution.; Tt, hurts.tiie Sufferer, it moleſts and'vexetti hiv, his V.exation 
is. for Religious Exerciſes; materially: good, ' fally goody: efttually 
gagd to manys yitboot herm. toabyyFaulty/in an OutwarFForm, ' or 
Circumſtance, which may be born' with, without danger t9'the King- 
doms Peace,or true Religion. If this thould prove to'be .a Perſecution 
in any Magiſtrate, or other, thica it follows. ek, | 


Fourthly, 
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 Fourthly, Be perſwaded from this Coutfe of Procecding;/and'wait For 
healing Applications and Remedies y for it is one of the moſt unkind,un- 

' natural Proſecutions, that haveheea ever:carried'on. The Perfons are our 

peaceable and loyal Fellow-Subjets,afeful in the Common-wealth;' make 

vp our Strength againſt qur. commonEnemies; they arerdatedtoysin the 

Fleſh,baptiſed wizhthe ſame Baptiſm, believe inthe ſame God, zndFather; 

Son,and Holy Ghoſt,with one Faith, and. that have offered to unite with 

us, in tho ſame Form of Government;agd.of Prayer, as far as they could, 

without danger of finning ; we are not under theTemptation of comply- 
ance with an Hetersdox frince, agatift the: Orthodox Chriſtians ; our 

i eller che amockaith: lt wasan unhappineſs to the Church, 

when,at Aran Emperoar or Empreſs, drew the Flatcerers,” and time- 

rous ps,40 perſceute the Orthodox.” This is aot our Caſe, the Con- 
troverſy,now, .is not-between-the Hererick and the Orthodox, we do not 
in them proſecute the Arrian, Neſtorian, Extichian,or Donatiff. Nor doth 
the Ha peripante the Proteſtant,but the Proreſtanst and Maniche cannot 
obey. the - Trateſtent, | and the Proceftent doth aflict, if not perſecute the 

roteftavt,which is a doleful Conſideration! Oh how bitter is it !If there 

can be no difference found in Religion; there ſhall be a difference made b 

ſome Adts of policy; if none in Articles of Faith,there ſhall be in Condi- 

tions of Communion and Ceremony. Here the profeſſed ſincereProreſtart 
takes up a Complaint againſt them, whoare profeſledly as ſincere as he, 

The Orthodox did communicate with the Hererodex, yea, with the Here- 

tick, the Heretsch, broke off firſt, and begun the Perſecution,and followed 

it:But the Orthodox, when he had Favour and Power for him, did not re- 
venge.-Let Hereſy, which is from the Fleſh and the Devil, be propage- 
ted, and enfqrced,by carnal and diabolical W _ 3 but let Truth: 
which is from God, be carried on with Leve.'\. Truth goes forth 'with' 

Evidence and Conviction like the Sur ; but Hereſy comes into theWorld 

ſometimes with ſilence, but is carried about in a Storm, attended with 

Lightening: Who but an Iſmael will perſecute' an 1/aec ? If the -Papifts 

will perſecute,who are by another Mather, a. Haga, which gen- 

dreth to Bondage and fcares. vs with Thundrinigs 'and Excommunicati - 
ons. as from:Mount $6#47, or Ehal ; letPoace:be in the Walls of Feruſa- 
lem. If Papiſts perſecute Proteſtants, O let not Proteſtants perfecute Pro-. 

reftants {To ou this, that I may move both Reaſon and Compaſſion, I 

will conſider Te ponifeeth who are\puniſhed,and for what,and ſee where we 

canfind the likg;and whether oretichy and Papstr,and the Immoderate Lw- 


therans are not juſtifi'd by us,in the-Cruelties -which they have exetcis'd. 

1, The e1s profeſſedly a ſincere Proreſtant, or elſe he muſt be 
an abominable perfidious Hypocrite, becauſe of his Oaths, and Renunci- 
ation of the Pope and Popery. Ss Fe Its 


2. They 


2. They whoare puniſhed, are as Orthodox holy Chriſtians as any in 
the World, out of our own Church. They are profitable and peaceable 
Subjects, notwithilanding many diſcouragements and provocations from 
Fcllow-Subjects, and hidden Traitors, 

More particularly, many ot them have deſerved well from the Church 
and State 3 which in humane Probability had never been reſtored, but for 
their Loyalty, Religion, and Conſcience, This made the moſt Renowned 
Sir Matthew Hale, fay ( whoſe ſence may be as ſoon taken as moſt Mcn's 
alive, for his Wiſdom, Loyalty, Integrity, and Impartiality in all Acts 
of Judgment ) ©* Many of the Nonconformiſts had 
© merited highly in the buſineſs of the King's Re= Dr. Burnet*s. Life of 
* ſtauration, and at leatt deſerved, that the Terms Sir Mat. Hale, p. 65» 
© of Conformity ſhould not be made ſiriter than 66, large Oftave. 
© they were before the War, Yea, to advance as 
highly as I can, in an unqueſtionable Authority : His Majeſty in his Gra- 
cious Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀairs, ſaid, ( pag. 5.) © That whlle 
© he was in Holland, he was attended by many Grave and Learned Mini- 
© ſters from hence, who were looked upon as the moſt able and principal 
* Aﬀertors of the Presbyterian Opinions —- and to Our great SatisfaRion 
© and Comfort, found them Perſons full of Aﬀection to Us, of Zeal for the 
© Peace uf the Church and State, and neither Enemies to Epiſcopacy or 
© Liturgy, but modeſtly to defire ſuch Alterations in either, as without 
* ſhaking Foundations, might belt allay preſent Diſtempers. 

And in his Gracious Speech to the Lords, ( Faly 27. 1660.) to haſten 
the paſſing of the Act of Oblivion: * My Lords, if you do not joyn with Me 
© in extinguiſhing this Fear, which keeps the hearts of Men apprehenſive 
© of Safety and Security, You keep Me from pertorming My Promiſe, which 
© if I had not made, I am perſwaded neither You nor I had been now 
© here. I pray let Us not deceive thoſe who brought, or permitted Us to 
© come together. 

The greateſt Charge againſt them, is, That they are Separatiſts and 
Schiſmaticks. Beſides, that this remains in debate between the Accuſers and 
the Accuſed. Suppoſe them to be fo, Yet 1. The very Independents, I mean 
the chicf of them, beſides what they have declared in the above quoted 
Declaration of their Faith at the Savoy, to be ncither Browniſts nor Donatiſts, 
Beſides many Paſſages in Dr. Owen's Books, Mr.Nye 
hath declared himſclr, as to our National and Paro- Caſe of great and pre- 
chial Miniftry and hearing us preach 3 and Dr.Good- ſent uſe, Lond. 1677. 
winlays down the Opinions of Brown and Donatiſt, 35th Serm. on the E- 
and ſaith, And againſt theſe, I for my part, and ma- pheſians, p. 477 fol. 
ny of my Brethren profeſs that they are in = Error, &c. . 

The 
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The Turbulency of Brown's own Spirit ran him into many Oppoſitions 
and Troubles 3 but he, the greatelt Schiſmatick of thoſe days, enjoyed his 
good Parſonage while he lived. The firſt Emperor that made Laws againſt 
the Donatiſis, was Theodoſius, but they were not punilhed for their Schiſm 
( the greatett in the World ) as ſuch 3 but the occaſion of the Penal 

Laws again(t them,was their barbarous abuſe and 

Auguſtin Bonifacio beating of Biſhop Maximinian, almoſt to Death, 

Fp. 1. 2. Epiſt. 50, tearing of his Altar,&c. and other inſufferable Vio- 

lences and Furies, The Riots and Murders com- 

mitted by them, and the Circumcellions ( the ſame FaRtivn) was the cauſe 

'of Sevcrity againſt thcm. But how far are our Nonconformiſts from breaking 

Peace, offering Violence, or any rude Incivilities, by Word or Decd, is 

apparent to all that arc not given to wrong them, or to take pardonable 
things too ill from them, 

Laſily, The Cauſes of their Sufferings have been ſpoken of before, to be 
neither Hereſy, Sedition, nor Rebellion. The very Light of Nature ſeems 
to abhor puniſhing the Religious and Juti 3 therefore the Heathen Perſccu- 
tors have talfly imputed horrid Crimes, to holy Chrittians, from which they 
are clearly vindicatcd in the Apologies of the Fathers, The Arrians were 
Calumniators of the Orthodox, and fo arc the Papiſts, and unpeaceable 
Lutherans , But we that live together, ſhould know one another better, 
and be both jult and modeff, The Papiits damn us as Hereticks, there- 
fore curſe and perſccutez the immoderate Lutherans charge the Calviniits 
with the denial of Gods Oinnipotency, Communication of Properties, 
and many other Herefies, and Blaſphemics: But what Hereſy can we 
charge upon the Nonconformiſts ? Had Antiquity lett us ſuch Confclions, 
and Explications of Faith, ſuch Trcatiſcs in Divinity, Expotitions oft 
Scripture, Dctenccs of Religion, we ſhould have honoured them as much 
as now many deſpiſe them they arc full and tirm in their learned and ca» 
tional Oppolition to Popery, in all the parts of it, And Ict us obſerve how 
we reckon ſome, in former Ages, as ours, who caine ſhort of themy and 
yet we mult cject them, and multiply Sufferings upon them, 4s none of ours 5 
we reckon Fohn Wicliff, Ferom of Prague, Huſſe, and thoſe plain and hero- 
ick Contefſors, the Waldenſes, and Albigenſes, Bovemians, &c, ours 3 they 
are in our Martyrologies, and among our Witncſſes tor the Truth, in the 
dark times,w hen nothing was almolt vitible but Popery. Shall we account 
them Martyrs, when the Papiſts had more colour tor their Perſccutions, 
and bloody Uſages of them, conſidering the Principles of th: Papiſts, and 
the Oppolition of thoſe Martyrs 3 than we have t-r loading our Brethren 
with Purilhment upon Puniſhment, contficring the Principles of our Re- 
ligion, and the Quality of the Nonconformiſts, both as to Religion, = 

an 
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and as to the Separation it felt. For ſurcly the Separation of thoſe Worthies 
from Rome,as from Babylon, & the ſeat of Antichri't, & a mortally infected 
Church, was a greater provocation of the Roman Powers again't them,than 
a peaccable difſent from a Church, acknowledged truly Chriſtian, only for 
ſome ſcrupled unneceſſary things 3 indifferent we fay, therefore may be 
ſpared 3 fintul ſay they, therefore cannot be afſented to; and ſome private 
Doctrines bclides, &c. That which comes nearelt our unhappy Caſe, is the 
Interim, that Book that was urg'd by Charles the V, upon the reformed 
Churches in Germany, requiring the Obſervation of Popiſh Ceremonies, as 
indifferent things, tor a time, until a General Council ſhoul4 be called ; 
What Diviſions did it cauſe among the Priuces and their Divines? among 
the Divines differing one from another? What wotul Diſpertions and 
Miſcrics attended the refuſal of it, are at large rela- - 
ted by Sleidan, in his Commentaries, This Book Sleidan, Lib, 20, 21. 
contained Popiſh DoQtrines, which the Proteſtants 
rejccd 3 but the things that divided them, were the Adiaphora, or media, 
Ceremonies, and indifferent things, which many refuſed, and ſuffered ta 
very great Extremities, But he who terrihed them and perſecuted them, 
was a great Emperor, and a Papiſt; and the Arguments uſed againſt it, 
were, becauſe it was not conſonant to Scripture, and went againſt their 
Conſcience, and Light reccived. After this, the Adverſary, the Devil, 
ſtirred up another Controverſy, attended with a dreadful Diviſion, and 
Perſccution, to the deſolation of Churches and S.hools. 7onn Brentins ins 
vented the notion of Ubiquity of Chrili's Body, and propagat.d it, by (the 
Apoſile of Ubiquity ) Facohus Andreas, but they gave it a pompous Title, 
of the Majeltick Communication ot the Divinity, and Divinc Uroperties 3 
being fond of the Notion, and impatient of Contradiction , Andreas, 
aſſitied by ſome that were near Azgu/izs Electir of Saxony, irritated 
Anne his Dutchcſs,perſwaded the Elcctor that his Phylician Gaſpey Perecer, 
and others were centred into a Conſpiracy againti hin, upon which they 
are caſt into Priſon, and endure extraordinary haide 
ſhip, as Gaſper Pexcer ſhews at large, in the Hiltoury Hiſt, Carcerim:, 
of his ten Years Impriſonment. Here two things 
were Frincipally objected, Falſe DoCtrine, (Calrimjm) conceriing the Sa- 
crament 3 2nd Confpiracics, and Sedicions to maintain Its But wiat co» 
lour was there for the laſt? what reaſon tor it? Thele were ih. common 
Cauſes of Perſecution, Pride, impatienc: oft Oppolition, falſe Witneſs, 
Jealouſy and Wrath. But now our Theological Controverkics at home, 
arc not of that nature 3 and the matters in Debate are Qacſtiones Medicabi- 
les, as ſome of the Ancicnts ſpeak 3 and yet behold Diviſion and Strite ! 
And conlidcring how irrecor.cilible the rigid Lytherans are tothe moderate 
K 2 Diſciples 
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Diſciples of M#lanGhon, which arc noted with the odious Name of Calvin- 
niftical - and how intircly our Nonconformiſts agree with the Articles of 
the Church; their Sufferings are more to be wondred at, trom Orthodox 
Protefiants, than the other from violent Lutherans, There was a third 
Party that made the difference, and the Advantage of the Miſeries of them 
that ſuffered 3 and ſo there is a third Party among us, not unknown to us, 
But why, 1. Diviſions ſhould be made that need not. 2. Why conti- 
nuedz and, 3. Why the weaker Part ſhould be ſeverely uſed, isa greater 
wondcr ! It js aclear Indication, that they who are for a Proſecution, are 

not for a Reconciliation. Striking is not the way to heal ousBruiſes 3 It 

was a great fault in the Corinthians, to go to Law, Brother with Brother 

nay, you do wrong and defraud, and that your Brethren, 1 Cor. 6, Are 

there not thoſe Saints in England, that ſhall judg the World, and judg An- 

gels ? And are there not ſuch to be found, as can judg in this moſt un- 

happy Controverſy, and bring it to an Accommodation, if not to an 

End, that there may be nothing like a Perſecution in the Church of 
England ? 

Obj. But ſay ſome of us, Why will the Nonconformiſts divide from us? 
why will they not unite and ſubmit ? 

Anſw. You may as well demand, Why will they not part with their 
- Reaſon, and: their Conſcience ? for theſe are the things they follow, as 
they confidently affirm and for which they have forſaken great things, 
and ſcem ready to torſake all, that is dear to Men. 

Ohj. Shall the Church yield to Schiſmaticks, and break her Orders for 
the ſake of Schiſmaticks ! 

Anſw. My Bulinefs is net to dictate to the Church. altho it is plain, the 
Church may be a glorious and perfe& Church, and condeſcend to much, 
that-is not ſo much as an integral part, nor (o neceſſary to it, as a ſhadow 
to the Body. 2. But ſuppoſe them to be Schiſmaticks,the Queltion is, What's 
to be done with them? Are they to be dealt with by rational Means or- 
Violent ? I am not ſatisfied, that this which we call Schiſm, is fo groſs 
and dangerous as-that at Corinth, It was a great one, that came to this, Is: 
Chriſt divided? or was: Paul crucified for you? or were you baptized in- 

the Name of Pau! ? But what courſe did the Apo- 

See, 1 Cor.1,2,3.ch.. file take to heal it ?: He had a Power which was 

anſwcrablc to the temporal Sword: I tind he uſed 

none, but Inſtruction, Perſwaſion, and Reprehenſion.. Are ye not carnal 2 

If any ſhall maintain Schiſms, and -Contentions, by Violeace, as the Dong- 
tifts did, then ſubdue them by Power. 

06j.. But dotly not the /Apolile. ſay, I.would they were cut off that trouble. 


it £ Gal. 5: I2s., 
ies Anſwe 
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Anſw. 1. Itis clear, that they who troubled the Gelatians, were the 
Ceremonialiſis, that preached Circumciſion, contrary to the Liberty to 
which the Chriſtians were called. 2. This cutting off, was not by the 
Magiſtrate's Sword, nor was it intended it ſhou'd ever mean him, in the 
after-times, when Magiſtrates ſhould be Chriſtians 3 it was the Apoſile's 
zealous wiſh, alluding to their Circumcifion, and amounts to that, Ch.1.8, 
Let him be accurſed, &c. They faſly reported that Paul preached Circum- 
ciſfion, which he was fo far from doing,that he looks upon them as Diſur- 
bers of the Peace of the Galatians, and Settlement in the Faith, and wiſh- 
eth them worſe than Circumcifion,even Amputation. Muſculus ſpeaks the 
cleareſt of any man I know,to the words. I. Saith he,* Theſe falſe Apoſiles 
© did ſoinfinuate and cleave to the Church, perinde atq; peſtis Corpori, there 
© was no avoiding of them. 2, They.were the Apoſtles of Satan, Wolves in 
© the Flock, and a Peftilence in the Body of the Church, and were not of 
©the number of the Faithful. 3. From what doth he wiſh them cut off? 
© even from the Body of the Churches of Chriſt. 4. He wiſhes they were cut 
© off. Let us be admoniſhed by this Example, that many things fall out, or 
© happen in the Church, which are rather to be cut off by the Wiſhes of the 
© Miniſter, than by Fa 3 he may with what he cannot actually do. This 
Text is not applicable to our Brethren, and yet inconliderate Zeal doth: 
wound them with it. Indeed the ſame good Expolitor doth wiſh the 
Magiſtrate would take away in his time, thoſe falſe Teachers and Paſtors, 
which indangered the Salvation of Believers that's not our Caſe neither. 

Obj. But who have preached and written more againlt Toleration, than 
they who now plead for it? Why ſhould they have what they would 
not grant., when they would have got the. Power to themſelves in their: 
way ? 

Anſw, This Argument carries more Prejudice than Strengthin it, and' 
doth rather throw them off like ſelt-contradiQting, troubleſom Men, than 
really convince them. And I might anſwer for them in this one Sentence, 
That they who were agiinli the Toleration of the pernicious and into- 
lerable. were never for the Suppretſion of ſuch as themſelves; who were 
both ſound aud tolcrable. 

2, Neither is there any thing extracted out of the Sermons preached: 
befor the long Parliament, or other. Treatiſes, that doth prejudge their: 
Claim ts what they ask. 

1. They do affert the Magiſtrates power in mat- 
ters of Religion in particular, to keep men from in-- See My. Calam. Ser. 
feQing their SubjeRs with toul dettroying Errors z Decemb. 25th, 1644. 
Blaſphemous.Heretical, Idolatrical Opinions. The © Ser. Nov. 5. 1641. 


complaint of Dr.. Burgeſs, is againlt Putredinous, 
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ermine of bold Schiſmaticks, frantick Searies,—- to mount our Pulpit, to 
Offer (irange Fire, to expel the ablett Miniſters in the Kingdom out of the 
Heartsof their People, as Formaliſts, Time-ſcrvers, no Miniticrs of Chrift, 
Lin:Zs of Antichritt, having no calling but from the Devil, that forſake 
our Aſſem;blics as Babylonith and Antichriſtian. — Take heed of thoſe 
Spirits of Error, of Indulgence to <1! ſorts of Sets and Schiſms, that 
ptcad it is the Peoples Liberty to be of what Rcligion they will, and thcir 
Opinions never ſo crroneous and pernitious, — 

Id. Serm. Apr. 1645. Mr. Fob Ward of Ipſwich, did exhort the Parlia- 
ment to take care ot the jult Liberties of God's 

People, not ſuch Licentiouſneſs,as is abus'd tor a Cloak of Naughtine(s,o*c, 
to ſet up Unity in Faith, that God's Name be not blaſphemed, his Day 
be ſan&iticd, his Goſpel preached, his Worſhip kept from Idolarry, and 
Supertiitions, Innovations, his Minitiry purged, 

Serm, Mar. 21, 1456 planted,encouraged, Sacraments purely celebrated. 
It is more than neceſſary, and would take up too 

much time and place to examine all. That which thcy were againſt, was 
a general Toleration of all Religions, of Idclatry, Hereſy, Blaſphemy, and 
for all Men to do what they pleaſed : They were again(t Mens publithing 
by preaching or printing dangerous Opinions, ſuch as Poligamy, Arbitrary 
Divorce, Mortality of the Soul, no Miniſter, no 

Mr. Caſc's Sermon Churches, no Ordinances,no Scriptures 3 denying 
May 26th, 1547. the Divinity of Chriſt, and the Holy Ghoſt, and 
Serm. Feb. $th, 1646. othcr Opinions deſtructive of the Souls of Men. 
Mr, Newcomen is molt full in liating the caſe of Li- 

berty : © Which ( faith he ) is not to be granted in ſuch things, as are 
© injurious to God, and deliructive to the Souls of Men, nor wherein the 
© difference of Judgment, will nccef{arily and unavoidably, ex natura rei, 
* produce a Rent or Schilm It a Liberty of Judgment be lett, ic is, firit, in 
* fuch things-as are not politively laid down in Scripture, therefore not in 
* Fundamentals of Faith and Worlhip. 2. In things of private PraC.ic, 
*Care is to be had ot keeping thoſe Opinions to our ſclves,not perplexing 
* the Conſcicr.ces of others with them, Private Perſons of a diftcring 
* Judgment it they live quictly, trequenrthe publick Aſſemblies of Worſhip, 
* and arc not diſ.crncd to diliurb the Peace cither of Churci or State, by 
* any {ccret underminings, arc to be tolerated in hope of their Convertion, 
* and for publick Peace ſake.” Much hath been yielded,yea almoſt any thing 
*'but that one thing, that would lay a Foundation ot perpetual Divitlion, 
* and Diſuuion ia Families, Church, and Kingdom : Thus he. And what 
is there in all this, that hath -Conviction, or any Reaſon to filence them, 
that they capnot open their Mouths for a Connivance to themſelves ? 
Yca, 


# 
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Yea, T humbly conceive, there is nothing but what commends the Mini- 
ſters of the like Perſwaſion, to publick Favour, as being Orthodox, and 
ſound Men, fit for a greater Favour, than a bare Permiſſicn or Tole- 
ration, 

Obj. The Presbyterians were againſt the Tolcra- 
tion of Independency, therefore it is unreaſonable Letter of Presbyterian 
for them to ask, and as unfit for the Church to Miniſters of Lond. to 
grant the ſame to them3 the Conſequences of the Aſſemblies of Di- 
which Concctſion, it made to them,will be as pre- vines againſt Tolerati- 
judicial to the Church and State, as Independency on, Dec. 18th, 1645, 
would have been to them. 

Anſw. 1. There hath been no ſuch thing defired.fince the King's Return 
( that I know of ) as a To'cration of the Presbyterian Government, 
2, One great Reaſon againſt the Toleration, was, becauſe the Independents 
had not declared what they held, nor circumſcribed the Perlons, and the 
things, which they deſired. 3. How far the Aſſembly and the Pregbyteri- 
ans condeſcended; ard indeed how amicably both Parties debated the Cons 
troverſy,is to be ſecn in the Papers of Accommodation 3 there was a Com- 
mittee apppointed for Accommodation, November 6th, 1645. Afﬀter the 
Paper of the Diſſenting Brethren, in Anſwer to the Committee of Divines, 
December 23d, 1645, *© Itis reſolved upon the Queſtion, That they which: 
© agree in the Subltance of the Worſhip of God in the Direffory, according 
*to the Preface, and agree in the Confeſſion of Faith, and' with the 
©Dodrine of the Reformed Churches, contained in their Confeſſions and 
* Writings, as we do, who ditter from our Brethren 
© in matters of Diſcipline, ſhall have the benctit of Reaſons of the Diſ- 
© this Indulgence. P.42. This1 hiſtorically relate,to ſenting Brethren, &c, 
ſhew, tho the Presbyterians of Lond. were againlta London, 1648, 
Tolcration of they knew not what,yct the Aſſembly 
took pains by way of Accommodation,till they were diverted from all Pro- 
ccedings. And now, it they had Power to aflign it, the Congregational 
ſhould have a Brotherly Indulgence, that arc ſound in Faith, &c. 

Obj. But the Diſſenters are under the ill Eye of the Law, and no more 
innocent than the Papiſts in the Eye of the Law, and there is fear of 
them 3 ſo the Fol. Pamphlet of Rebellion, printed by B. Took, 

Anſw. 1 fay the Proteſtant-Diſſenters are not under the'evil Eye of the 
Law, attho under the ill Opinion of ſome that wiſh them executed. If 
they ſowed Seditious Principles, moved InſurreQions, or poyloned the 
King's Subj<Qs, they were molt deſervedly under the angry Brows of jul 


Laws. 


2. What 
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2, What if they were, what then? Thoſe over-voting Numbers in 


that Houſe of Commons are under the ill Opinion of the Land, have been 
noted by that very Parliament, and ſince. 


3. That very Parliament in 1572, and all our Parliaments ſince, have 
entertained better Thoughts of them. 

4. The Kiog hath deſerved ſome more Reſpe& and Reverence from 
them that ſeem to exceed in Loyalty,than to have his Deſires in his Speech 
at the paſling the Act of Oblivion, diſregarded as it is 3 and he cxpreſſed 
himſelt more graciouſly of th:m in many Paſſages of his Declaration about 
Ecclcfiaſtica] Aﬀairs, off ered Dignities, Biſhopricks, and gave Degrees to 
ſome of thoſe very Men, that this Gentleman thinks to prejudice by his 
Paper. 

5. Till the AQ de Heretico comburendo was taken away, this very 
Writer, if he be a reſolute Proteſtant, was under the evil eye of the Law, 
and may be under the evil eye of the 35th of Elizabeth, if he continue fo, 
and the whole Proteſtant Part of the Kingdom 3 and who were under the 
Aſpe& of the Law of the fix Articles ? But I ſay, the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
are not under the evil eye of the Laws, but the Seditious 3 and-his many 
Lines are ſo many Slanders in many places, and impoſe upon the Reader 
things which are contrary to our Senſes. I can as ſoon believe Popery, as 
that Proteſtant Diſſenters are Enemies to the Government... But what can 
be anſwered to ſuch a Gentleman, that ſays, An Angel from Heaven 
might manage (his Argument) with greater Skill, but not produce more 
Demonſtrative Truth 3 that is to fay, An Angel from Heaven might 
write more lik? an Orator than he, but not be a better Logician than he, 
© But he ſeems to be one of that ſtrange fort of People among our ſelves, 
© that ( as Dr. Burnet ſays in his late excellent Sermon before the Lord 
© Mayor of London ) are not aſhamed to own a greater Averlion to any 
© fort of Diſſenters, than to the Church of Rome, 

Thus I have made my way to the Concluſionz andas I did begin, fo I 
will end, with humble Application to the Magiſtrates. 

But to 211 this the Magiſtrates will ſay, They have an Anſwer ready, viz, 
They do the Duty of their Places, and perform their Oaths, and they 
hope Gud will not judge them as Sinners, for doing their Duty according 
to their Oaths 3 and that the Kingdom of God may come, tho there were 
not one Nonconformi4 left among us. 

Noble Geatlemen! An Oath is ſacred, and the wiltul Violation of it, a 
dreadful Sin, provoking the Divine Diſpleaſure : The Caſe is hard, and 
really worthy of ſerious Thoughts. For, that learned, able, and ſound 
Men, tho Nonconformiſts, ought not to be puniſhed, but on the contrary, 
protected, permitted, if not encouraged, thould be grantcd without any 
Diſputa- 


4 

Diſpntaion. The Accuſatign, of np OnPRs reaping 6g Wars, theiy 
Gantings,, axh;Tones, and Fanarigilon,t,are acally yhe. Abpſegot -illerepra 
pered Men-4nd, pt factions, jand;nazzpw. Spirjts4.. Wiley fobery quit; aud 
charitable Divines and Chiiſtians., that. know: their own defeRs, whae 
weak;Inſtuumgnts God bath.pſed in his Church, for greatslt Services, and 
what Temptaions aucnd: their, Callings, and:;how great a diladvantage 
toithan,:and;higdrange: to 1thasr beamiggaand Profcjencys &þgir nevells 
ties forgingrhtmitoe (llheinSudicy > theismpny Reayoves, Troubles in 
their Families: have. brought upsn bem; wall chink;agd ſpeak others 
wiſe of thert15. and ;Gvd hath bozg;Wirng(s 3p many. of them, and given 
them (Gifs,; not-interiour: 40 thole that gelpilejagd expoſe them, rather 
ny enegey ennens B iſe Jn pexfial hw gcs;or-Witnelles,,o Men; 
of Charity..e Men ib-Royts>baguld\leghk hefore they farikes eh 'they pluck 
upahy one of thels Plants, which sbe Heavenlyt Father bach, lapiediahe 
ſzike the Apple of his Eye; (Ang on tha. .opher hand, is ſesmy- hard to 
cenſure Magitiratesrfor, executing the, Laws, which ſeems: co)be a-Duty. 
- Eck: fatisfaQion, ph, this-greatsDoubty & dot yith;iall palirHonous to 
Magiſirates, and ReſpeR to their Conſciences, and Comalatss;. humbly. 
offer fornethihgo i122 ol 1h bug tiivn '2 YS07 2000) c) & ,ni&9T55 21 2% 

I, It isiclear and certain, That no.,Juſlice of the,Peate is/bound-by his 
Oath, or Place, #0 promote the ; Diſlurbapge or, Suflenings.of the Nonconfor- 
miſts; If avy (ay, They cannot lee-the; Laws broken 3-true,iby Routs and. 
riotous Mectings,that violate thee Feage i Þt is-a Fancy avg 41 infaginary 
Eear,- t6 fay,. We do..not-know: what Miſchief maybe in the Meetings of 
many hundreds, much lefs to go tontheia Meetings; and. command-theih ſis 
lence, Oc. There are thouſands mers at Fairs, and. Markets, and: too many 
are drunk and :difprderly; and what fear is there of ghejir;Mectings ? what 
diſturbarice to the\Peace? What.nethotghe Militia 6 keepthemgniet,or to 
preveait :InſureRions:?\ Whay Poailiis ctheacrinhe Magtings of: Miniers, 
and Ehrittians of alk SFxc5a7d Agazunarmedignd: jnhecent {1 It is hard to 
think'they cannot. preach, avd pray, and ling Plalms,but they muſt then 
ſpeak Treaſon, move Rebellion! that, - in their civil,Geoverlation, are as 
peaccdbldas other Men; and carctyl of Words and Actions 3 .much 1cf, is ic 
theid Duty. to imploy. on ercouage Mes oh) Fame; ind backen'Fortuncs; 
$0! be Witneſſes, againſt: thenis Þyepiifuche; as are de ft $9-foHow: their 
Dogs; or rub their Horſes, hav befrvirhel met forward je informing: r 

- 2; When Information is brought befoxe #hem chig:id alfo'certatn, that: 
exccpee be:proved, by better Teſtimony than what is uſually given, that 
kech Religious E xercile 4 1SÞtcdniche-Gaptrary(: falft; 1edivions, rebellious 
Quin was! preached; ot> the Swofls wirc Birred: up to ah" + 
b- t 
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the Teſtimony doth not reach the end, or matter of the Act, and by Con- 
fequence, the Juftice ts not bound: to'take notice of it. If he upon ſuch 
an Information, that ſuch a Man, preached to ſuch a Number, in (ach a 
place, and ſuch a time, ſhall ifſue forth his Warrants, then he puniſherh Re- 
ligious Exereiſes abſolutely, and not reſpeCtive to the ill Deſigns of Re- 
bellion, and the like. I do conceive, except the Proof be, that ſuch a 
Miniſter or Preacher; did move to Sedition, or Rebellion, or- other Ends, 
torbidden, a Juſtice 1s not'bound by his Office, to puniſh them 3/ if-upon 
the common Information thit is giveh, that ſuch a Man preached, and fuch 
were prefent, and no-ſuch Words tending to'RebeHion proved, or offered: 
to be proved : Then I beſeech you confider, whether upon pretence of 
preventing or puniſhing. Seditious : Meetings, you really exerciſe | your. 
Power to obfiruct, difcourage,/ ot ptrmiſh cable and: good Subjes, For 
Religious Exercifes ?- Arid (fo, 'as i is a horrid -Wickedneſs m any Man, 
upon pretence of Religi-ns Dutics, to earxy ill Deſigns againſt the Go- 
vernment; ſo what is it, to pretend i Deſigns, where there are no: ſuch. 
things, as much as implied in any Diſcouiſes, abd to puniſh-Men for Rdli- 
gious Exertifes? '— 0 2555010003 144t 07. Fogg ft bis 2 or tie! 

3+ It is certain, a Juſtice may enquire and try the fitneſs of 'the Witneſſes, 
whether they be idoneous, ' boni & legater Homines; they fhould: be Men of 
Knowledg and Underftandihg, of Probity and Truth, and of Eſtates 3 Men 
that know what they can atteſt, -punctoal as to words-ſpoken, and the 
true fenſt and ſcope of them, and: Witneſſes that will-not lye, that know 
what it is-foſiweer, and'thatifear'{ Lyz; andthe common Sin of Perjary. 
WH a Mans Word cannot be taken, his Oath may be refuſed, eſpecially in-a: 
matter wherein his own Gain. is the prime motive to his Teſtimony, and 
ſwearing. In ſuch-a Caſe it is great Charity if the Magiſtrate, to exhort 
the Informer from/his- ſweating ignoramtly, raſhly, 'or' falſly 3-'and:he can-: 
not without great'faſpicion of- Sin, i# not plairy Sin; forwardly. take the 
Teſtimony -upon. Oetls of ignorant, 'ungodly, and (Eandalous Informers. 
I never yet knew, or heard of.any other ſout of Men, that-gave Tellimony: 
again(t the Nonconformiſts, as may appear in due time.. 

4+. It is- certain, no Juſtice is bound. by. Oath, to- miltpply the'Laws, 
either withour-reſpe& to'the (cope of themy-or the Perſons upon'Whont 
they are execed:z :Þ have taken notice of this, itt thefore-going Diſcourſes 
Fam now-mvre- confirmed, that the AQ of the' 3 5th: of Elizabeth; was a 
two-cdged At, but made and pointed more directly againſt the Papifts, 
than any other. In: that» Pasliament;' Sir! Tho Edyerton Lord Keeper; Stn 
Rob. Cooit Seoretary of 'Btute, Six Folu Wplley; Six :Folm 'F arteſexe; /didral 
dechre os contirm,* Phat the oecafion'ofthatPariiatiency was the cauRt of 
© Religion; the -Maintefance thetcofj the” Prefervation of Her. _— 
© Perſon, 


- 


* Perſon, and the Good of the Realm. ( Mark | I beſeech you ) The Enemy 
of theſe is. the King of Spain, — and the ' Pope the = - 
Antichriſt of Rome, (aid Sir Rob. Cecil, From the Mr. Townſhend's 
holy League, and the Papifts ( the boly Leagwe of the Hiftorical Collefions of 
Guiſians , to root owt the Proteftams in France ) the 4th Parl.of Queen 
ſaid Sir John Wolley. They that ſpake before me, Elizabeth. An. 1593. 
ſpake ſufficiently of the Authors of our Troubles, ſaid Eliz. 35th, p. 58, 59. 
Sir John Forteſcue, I did look with great Ex- ; 
«ation for ſome full Diſcoveries of fears and dangers from the Puritans 
in thoſe Days,but could not find a word concerning any,but the Brownifts, 
which were ſpoken of by Sir Walter Rawleigh, and deſerve to be tran- 
ſcribed. —In his Conceit,the Browniſts were wor- | 
thy to be rooted out of a Common-wealthz but T have ſhewed in the 
what Dangers may grow to cur fclves, if this Law foregoing Plea, our N. 
paſſeth, it were fit to be conſidered 3 for it is to C. are not Brownilts: 
be feared that Men not guilty, will be included in Colleftions p. 76. 
it. . And that Law is hard that taketh Life, or 
ſendeth into Baniſhment, where Mens Intentions But now our N. C. 
ſhall be judged by a Jury, and they ſhall be Judges are not as nwcb as tried 
what another Man meant. But that Law that is by @ Jury; but wpon 
againſt a FaR, that is juſt, and puniſh the Fact, as the Evidence of 'a ſcan- 
ſeverely as you will, &c. (as was quoted before, dalow Informer , and 
from that great and famous Man. ) — to turn Villains, bired by bim, 
this Law upon Orthodox, found Men, and ſpare to ſwear what is for bis 
the Papiſts, is too plain a perverſion of the Law, coveted Gain. 
from the ſence of the greateſt States-men, in that 
proſperous Reign of Q. Elizabeth; no Jultice can pretend Obligation from 
his Oath, or Conſcience fo to do. 

5. They are no more obliged by their Office, to execute theſe Laws 
againſt Diſſenters, than they are to execute other Penal Laws. Is there 
not a Laws that no Papiſt thall go above tive Miles 
from his own Houſe, or place ot Abode after law- Elizah. 35th, c. 2. 
ful Conviction ? Are all Papiſts convicted accor- + 
ding to Law, and do they keep their Bounds ? Is there not a Law of this 
Kings, for Obſervation ot the Sabbath? and who is convicted or puntſh- 
cd by it? Is there not a Law prohibiting Gaming, above one hundred 
Pound at one meeting ? and have all Gentlemen and Gameliers kept it ? 
The Ad for 12 d. a Sunday, for not coming to Church, was intended 
againſt the Negligent, and not the Recuſanc, it being agaialt Law to pu- 
niſh Men for the ſame fault twice : as Mr, R, Owen Colle®t, ib 
ſaid upon the debate upon that Bill. But the N, GC, © 2: Pe 175: 
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axe and have been puniſhed many-times,andi wdy% Who tan tell how many 
thouſands of negligent Pexſons'live in London, thay go neither 'to Church, 
nor Conveaticle 3' and who 'is {6 zealous againftthele, as againſt Conven- 
ticles ? Surely then the Obligation vt" the' Juſtice's Oath, is not taken to 
be fo ſtrict in ſome, as in all. Caſcs, .( as indeed they are ) orelſe a Juſtice 
is got bound \to enquire after Tranſgreſſors, but to'keep his own Place, and 
do Juſtice when complained unto. boy, it 

6, But ſuppoſe, That the -Informers of Conventicles, are honeſt and 
true'Men, idoneous and fit, or the Meeting be natorious: then conſider, 
that the Law requiring the Juftice to proceed againſt them,is a Penal Law: 
* Any Juſtice of the Peace, or 'Chict Magiſtrate that ſhall wiltully omir *he 
© performance of his Duty in the proſecution of this Adt; ſhall forfeit a hun: 
* dred Pound,one moiety of it to the Informer; but to whom the other moi- 
ety ſhall be forfeitedis not expreſſed. If the Informer will be fo couragi- 
ous, as to ſue the Juſtice ſo omitting his Duty, he loſes 50 1, 

Now the difficulty lieth in this; The Law againſt Conventicles doth 
require the Juſtice of Peace, ori chief Magiftrate, |to make Record of ſuch 
an Aſſembly 3 that makes it his Duty 3 or in cafe of Omiffion,he ſhall forfeit 
100 |, (if the Informer will be ſo bold as to ſue for it) here's the Penalty 
the Law is a mixed, and not purely Penal Law. It any Magjiltrate be fo. 
firitly conſcientious, as to hold himſelf bound to execute his Office, he 
may inquire into two things -Firſt, The goodneſs and neceſſity of the 
Law, which makes his Duty neceſſary. Secondly, | His Omiſſion is ſup- 
poſed, and upon that Suppolition, his Penalty is aſſigned. 

For the firſt, There is no ſcruple to be made, if any do under pretence 
of Religious Exciciſes,contrive Inſurrections, but then it is the Magiſtrate's 
Duty to God,the King,and his Government, to execute the Laws. «7 And 
becauſe 1 have laid' great (ireſs upon the ſcope of theſe Laws, and-argued 
that no Preaching and Religious Exercilcs are forbidden, or punithable, but 
ſuch as are horribly abuſed, to ſuch wicked Dchgns as are there expreſſed 3 
I delire it may te noted, that the ſcope here, 15 all one, as the matter 
of other Statutes. Other Penal Laws do forbid and puniſh Sins, Evil In- 
tentions and Fadts, ſuch as Treaſon, Felony, Murder, or things evil to the 
Common-wealth : But Preaching and Religious Exerciſes are Duties, and 
not Sins, Inſurre&ions, Rebellions, axe the Sins and therefore thoſe 
Religious Ex*rcifes, which are pure from ſuch Deſigns,are not puniſhable 3 
and he fins that puniſheth for them, as much as it he did not puniſh for 
Sedition-and Rebellion. 

2.. No fuch Crime being proved, but pretended, to ſuppreſs all Religi- 
ous Exerciſes, performed without the Liturgy, and the Penalties being 
gricyous to the Subjcd, and the Law, in cifcct, declared to be Ry by 
cVver 
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ſeveral) Parliaments, altho the Law be.,aQually- in. force, yet it is under 
the: Cenfure of Parliaments, and' hath loſt its credit, ;and reputation. of 
Goodneſs; .and muſt be looked on, as one of thaſe , Laws, that arc better 
pull'd than [continued 3 and the Fxecution of it mult be ſuſpended, as 
tending ta unneceſſary vexgtion of good Subjects,and-a ſcandal upon the 
Proteſtant Difſenting Brethren, to render them as ſuſpitiqus as our Enemies, 
the Papiſts, And it we may gueſs at the; Law,  by.the, Penalty upon;the 
Juſtice that omits his Duty, or xather at the Intention of the powerful part 
that carried itz they did not ſo much provide againſt InfurreGions, - as 
for- the total Suppreſſon of the Nonconformiſts : for can the forfeiture of a 
an hundred pounds be a ſufhcient puniſhment upon him, that omits to 
make a Record of ſo miſchievous a Contrivance as an InſuzreRion! no,not 
the greateſt Eſtate in England, can xecompence ſuch an Omiſſion 3 nor is 
the Life of any Juſtice an £qual Puniſhment, To the ſecond, 1 propoſe 
this, The Omiſhon being ſuppoſed, the- Forfeiture is certain ( it the In- 
former willbe ſodaring ) but 50.1. Firſt, Whether it be not' better, that a 
Juſtice of the Peace, or Magilirate, ſhould venture the Loſs of 50 1. which 
he doth but venture: ( for what Informer will dare to ſue Gentlemen. 
of Honour, Eflates, and Intereſt? ) than many Families ſhould be utterly 
undone? Secondly, If the Exccution be better forborn, as I hope I have 
cleared, then it were better a Juttice of Peace ſhould lay down his Com= 
miflion, than a& againſt the real Intereſt and Union of Proteſtants, and 
make ſpoil of many Mens Eftates. Thirdly, It Forfeitures upon Juſtices 
ſhould be recovered, and the payment too heavy for them to bear 3” then 
they may do great Service to their King, to the Church, to- their Coun- 
tryz 1. To the King, as Pliny did to Trajan, concerning the Chriltians, 
fed nibil aliud inveni quam $uperſtitionem pravam & immodicam 3 repreſenting 
to the King , they bnd no Seditions, nor Inſurreions, nothing among 
the Nonconformiſts, but their Nonconformity. 2. To the Church by the 
ſame Repreſentation, as a means to heal us. 3. To their Country, by 
forbearing the ruine of thouſands of Familes. What generous Soul will 
not venture the loſs of 500r a 100 1. to ſpare honeſt, peaceable Subjeas, 
who cannot bear the charge of their Piety. He to his charge, aſſerts true 
Proſtetant Parliamentary Principles, a&s like one of the Shie'ds of the 
Earth, covering the obnuxious from the Perſecution of them, that live up- 
on the Religion of other Men,and if done out of Pity, it will prove a gain- 
ful Damage. 
But if you 'ſhall for ſaving 50.or 100 1. or for ambition of a Place of 
Power. or to riſc into Puſineſs and Preferment, or from Prejudice againſt 
Nonconformiſt;, or diitalie and enmity at Religion, proceed, you fin ex- 
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' I beſeech you, Honoured Sirs; deſpife not the humble Addreſs of a 
Miniſter of Chriſt in the Church of England, on the behalf of Chrift,' and 
his divided Church, and multitude of precious Souls 3 and out of Duty | 
to your ſelves, leſt you be found abuſing your power againſt Religion, in 
Zeal to thoſe things,which are but Modes and Forms, which commend no 
Man to:God. Shall I fay, it had been good: for many, they had never bin 
Juſtices, or Magiſtrates ? or that ſome had never been born, than be the 
\ occalion of great Shame, and Reproach, great and many Loſſes, and Suf- 
ferings to Miniſters, in their Names, Eſtates, Health, &c. of great Trou- 
ble and Aﬀiction to many tender Wives, by Frights, and Separation from 
their Husbands 3 yea of Sickneſs and Death to many of the holy Servants 
of Chriſt: Many oppreſſed Families groan-under their Loſſes and Suffe. 
rings, and pray for them that have perſecuted them from one Country to 
another, from one Priſon to another 3 and if God hear their Prayers, then 
many of their AﬀiQters muſt repent, and ſhould repair their Loſſes for 
Conſcience ſake. Many very dark and rude Places and People have been 
inlightned,many young and diſſolute Perſons have been converted by Pray- 
ers,” Preaching, and Books of the Nonconformifts, If you ſuppreſs their 
Teachers, if you give order to ſpoil them of their Goods, you ftarve the 
Nurſe, and kill the Souls of many thouſands that are nurſed, and 
brought up by their Miniſtry, with the ſincere Milk of the Word of God, 
That I may not be a lamenting Spedcator of a doleful Tragedy, I have 
taken this freedom) and uſed plainneſs of Speech, and convincing Reaſons 
to my power. There is a great Chaſm and Breach, and ſee how God pu- 
niſheth us for not healing the firſt Divition. General Monk uſed the word 
Fanatick,, in the Parliament, when he declared himſclf, more properly, 
than it hath been ſince applied. How did the word take and ſpread ? how 
was it applicd and miſapplied! Others called thoſe Men Fanaticks, who 
were a great, wiſe, ſober, loyal, confiderable part of the Nation. Here 
a Separation began! A great number of holy and able Paſtors are ciſt out, 
to the great griet of more than themſelves. A Breach is made by a ſtand- 
ing Law within'the Church, and Kingdom 3 ſorge have made a Diviſion 
ot Church-men, and moderate, of Presbyterian Biſhops, and rigid, of 
Protefiant Biſhops, &c. — And fince, of Petitioners, and Abhorrers of 
Addreſſers, and Non-Addrefſers; and now under ſcandalous and vile names 
of Ihigg and Tory, Our Church-Diviſions eat into the very heart of the 
Kingdom. We lcem to be disjoyned in the National-Interet}, by a pre- 
vailing, faious, private Spirit. Friendſhip and A-quaintartce, and Truſt, 
and Contidence are broken !- Oh how menacing is this Judgment ! Po- 
pery watcheth its Opportunity to get up triumphant and regnant. Perfi- 
dioulneſs hath engaged to open to it, and Perjury and Perſecution are the 
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molt conducing means to introduce it, Cut off the Noneonformifts fuſt 
beggar, and famiſh, and lay them faſt 3 next compoſe a Teſt, in the na« 
tuee of the Sphinx Auguſtana, or Caſſadran Conſultation for the Coaformigts, 
to ſeparate the Moderate from the Genuine, and what next ? The fear of 
which, and compaſſion to Poſterity, and zeal for true Religion, would 
make a dumb Man ſpeak, and him that cannot, write. Noble Sirs, If you 
wilt not hearken to Reaſon, befriend Religion, believe your Senſes, and 
deny a carnal Intereſt, for an eternal 3 imitate the Clemency of our Gra= 
cious King ( whom God long preſerve) who is over us, as Seneca ( de 
Clementia ) ſpeaks of the King of Bees 3 He hath no Sting 3 Rex: ipſe fine 


aculeo eft. But if you are reſolved, or engaged in ſuch a-Work, Be pleaſed: 


to do thele things. | 

1. Laying afide Prejudice, ſtudy the Caſe of the Nowconformftr, and their Reaſons for 
it 3 you ſhall find it beſt, and cleareſt, in the Account of the Proceedings in the $-voy; and 
Petition for Peace; ( Lond. 1661.) In Mr. Baxter's Pleas for the Nenonfermnife 2 Ao 
pology to the Biſhops ; Defence againſt Dr. 1 and Dr. Hinkley, and others : 
And the Quptins in Comroverſy, clearly ſtated by Mr. G-les Fermes ; I ſuppoſe you 
have read the other fide, 

2. Confider what is, and what hath been preached and written for Accommodation ; and: 
de not account them rhe worſt, but the beſt Divines, that have been and ate for Accommo- 
dation z and fee what was done by thoſe Great Men, - Lord-Keeper Bridgman, . Chief. 
Jultice Hale, Bp Wilkans, &c. 

3- Oppoſe not, but confider the Reafons of the —__——_— 1. In making theſe 
Ads ;' 2. Their, and ſacceding Parliaments Debates and Reſolves for Union of Prorefflonts 
againſt theſe As. c 

4- Is this a time to afflit Proreftants at bume, when we entertain perſecuted Proreflants 
from abroad ? 

$+ Lay aſide all private worldly Intereſt, Peace was never preſerv'd by FaQtion ; it is 
inconſiſtent wich Jultices of the Peace to ſuppreſs a BaQtion, by being faftious. ; 

6. Be clear from all finiſter Pre-conceits, Paſſions, and DiſaffeQion to PraRical Holi. 
neſs and Piety. | 

#. Be affured you muſt give account to J:ſus Chriſt of your Adminiſtratien ; and rhis is 
your time to a& and fhew your Faith, Hope, and Love to Chriſt, his Goſpel, his People 
your deteſtation of :Impiety: and Sin, and to be true to your felyes and your eternal Con- 
ceInments, 

8. Receive not ill Reports (a& not by them ) of chem thar differ from you, 

9. Pre-conceive the Effets of your. Proceedings, wherher they will be for God's Glory, 
the _ Service, the Kingdom's Good, and for your own Peace and Comfort when you+ 
come to dye, 30 oh 

19. Prayfor a ing upon your Proceedings 3 ſee what A he hach-given, and 
whether it be likely to p 
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